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Niles’ National Uegister. 
PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 6, 1848. 


23> The several electors of President and 
Vice President of the United States meet at the 
Capitals of their respective States this day for 
the purpose of casting their votes for the candi- 
dates for those offices. 
eS ae 


Supreme Court of the United States.—This 
court commenced its annual session at Washing- 
ton on Monday last,—all the Justices present, 
except Chief Justice Taney. Present, Justices 
McLean, Wayne, Catron, McKinley, Daniels, 
Nelson, Woodbury and Grier. 

U. S. Senators. —Ex-Governor Benj. Fitz- 
patrick, of Alabama, has been appointed by the 
Executive of that State to fill the vacancy in the 
United States Senate, occasioned by the death of 
the Hon. Dixon H. Lewis. 

The Legislature of Arkansas has elected to the 
Senate of the United States from that State, Ma- | 
jor Solon Borland and Hon. Wm. B. Sebastian— | 
the former to fill the unexpired term of the Hon. | 
Ambrose Sevier, resigned, the latter that of the | 
Hon. Chester Ashley, deceased. 

sla | Se ee ee 

Cueap Posrace.—A pamphlet has just been 
published at New York, by Barnabas Bates, on 
this subject, in which it is maintained—and the | 
estimates, says the Evening Post, seem to be| 
founded on plausible grounds—that if Congress 
will reduce -the rates of postage to an uniform 
rate of two cents, abolish the franking privilege, 














the President of the United States, by the Secre- 
tary of State. The customary ceremonial, of an 
address (in the Spanish language) upon the part 
of the minister introduced, took place, to which 
the President replied, cordially reciprocating the 
sentiments of friendship which had been express- 
ed for the United States in the letter which had 
been presented from the President of Mexico, 
and assuring that it will be the constant care of 
the Executive to cherish sentiments of mutual re- 
gard and friendship between the two republics, 
and to extend and cultivate the commercial rela- 
tions between them on terms of reciprocity which 
shall be mutually advantageous. 

The interview was more than usually interest- 
ing from the present and iate relations of these 
republics to each other. 
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Foreign Inrercourse.—The number and rank 


of ministers and diplomatic agents of the United | 


States in Foreign countries, is as follows: 
Ministers Plenipotentiary, seven—salary of 

each $9000 per annum, and $9000 for outfit ; 

Commissioners, two—salary $5000 and $3000; Se- 





cretaries of Legation,—salary $2000; Minis- 
ter Resident, (to Turkey)—salary $6000; Dra- 
goman to the above Legation,—salary $2500 ; 
Charges d’Affaires, seventeen—salary $4500; 
Consuls, one hundred and seventy-five. The only 
Consuls who receive salaries are those for Lon- 
don, Tangiers, Tunis and Tripoli, who each re- 


others 1s derived from fees. The Consuls for the 





and authorize the adoption of free delivery and 
other facilities which are proposed by him, the | 
number of letters passing through the Post-office | 
will, within five years, amount to two hundred | 
millions annually, which will yield a larger reve- 
nue than has ever been received from the postage | 
of letters. 
— te 

Tue Mais.—We are constantly reeeiving 
complaints that our papers do not reach their 
destination with regularity and despatch—some- 
limes two or three weeks elapsing before their 
receipt at offices which they should reach in four 





or five days. Now, our papers are regularly | Ry gia ~\92N 2 
: . this office 159,259 31 
placed in the Post-oflice, and we have reason to be- ? $159,25 


lieve they are as regularly mailed; where the de- 
tention afterward arises, we know not. Carefully 
each paper and packet is enveloped, legibly en- 
dorsed and delivered at the office, and if they 
are wilfully delayed or wantonly destroyed, it is 
ho fault of ours. Our duty is discharged. Proba- 
7 the new regime will order these things for the 
setter, 
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National Affairs. 
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DIPLOMATIC. 

The President nas recoznized George GERARD 
as consular agent for the French Republic for the 
port and district of Portland, in the State of 
Maine; and Epwarp SespastiAN IsNArD, as con- 
Sular agent of the French Republic for the port 
of Boston. 


oo 
—or 


PresenTaTION oF THE Mexican Minister.— 
Senor Lis de la Rosa, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the Repubiic of Mexi- 
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day, 27th November last,—the amount for which 
drafts have been issued and was then unpaid, and 
the amount then remaining subject to draft, is as 
follows : 


Amount on deposit, $6.059,572 20 
Drafts drawn, but not paid, 1,639,063 O1 
Amount subject to draft, 4,420,508 29 


Of this latter amount, there were in the hands of 
the Ast. Treas., at N. York, $1,576 662 99 


Do do Philadelphia, 233.646 49 
U. S. Mint, Philadelphia, 496,115 30 
lela 9 





U. 8S. Srocx.—The amount of stock of the late 
loans issued to foreign account, to 2d iust., was 
$306,400. It was apportioned as follows : 


England, ; d » $192,000 
France, ; é , 62,000 
Switzerland, . : 12,000 
Hayti, : ; : 3.200 
Germany, ‘ : 37,200 


Total, ‘ ‘ $306,400 
oo cht chs Bie DAD A oe 2 

Report oF Secrerary or Treasury.—We 
give further extracts in advance, from this re- 
port, furnishing the estimates of expenses for 
the year ending June 30th 1850: 


Legislative $1,169 342 50 
Executive 918 054 64 
Surveyor general 54,920 00 


ceive $5000. The compensation received by the | Secretary to sign patents for public 


. lands 1,500 00 


five treaty ports i China receive $1000 each for | Commissioner of the Public Buil- 





judicial duties, in addition to fees. dings 6.290 00 
The United States are represented by Minis- | Mints of the United States 124,746 00 
ters Plenipotentiary at the ecurts of Great Bri- | Jusiciary 583 300 00 
tain, France, Russia. Prussia, Spain, Mexico, | Territory 32,500 00 
and Brazil; and by Charges d’Affaires at the cae 
courts of most of the other foreign countries | Annuities and grants 750 00 
with which this country is much connected by | Auxiliary watch 6.775 00 
commercial intercourse. Survey of coast 186 000 00 
ian abe Miscellaneous claims 5.900 00 
Special examiners of drugs 6,600 00 
FINANCES. Recorder of land titles in Missouri 500 00 
TREASURY NOTES OUTSTANDING Ist | Assistant treasurers, &c. 23,000 00 
DECEMBER, 1848. Contingent expenses of their office 15 000 00 


Register’s Office, 
Dec. 1, 1848. 
Amount outstanding of the seve- 
ral issues prior to act of 22d 
July, 1846, as per records of 


‘TREASURY rs tice 


| Amount outstanding of the issue 
of 22d July, 1846, as per re- 
cords of this office, 237,700 00 
| Amount outstanding of the issue 
of 28th January, 1847, as per 
records of this office, 10,753,000 00 





$11,149,939 31 
Deduct cancelled notes in the 
hand of the accounting offi- 
cers; of which $11,500 is 
under the act of July, 1546, 
$73,250 under the act of 23th 
January, 1847, and g0U0 un- 

cer other acts, 84,350 00 





$11,065,589 31 





DANIEL GRAHAM, 
Register of the Treasury. 


——_____ <9 9—————__—-. 
?(= > The U. 8S. Treasurer’s statement, show- 


sistant Treasurers and depositories, for public de- 





C0, On Saturday last, was officially introduced to 





posits, and the Mint, by returns received to Mou- 


ing the amount at his credit with the several As- | 


Compensation, &c. to special agents 5,0000 0U 
Insane paupers of the District of 


Columbia 6,400 00 
Penitentiary of the District of Co- 

lumbia 9.830 O01 
Exspensesjof loans andtreasury notes 20,000 00 
Marine hospital fund 15,000 00 
Repairs of custom-house, Plymouth, 

N. Carolina 100 00 
Light houses, &c. 478,603 33 
Surveys of public lands 125,050 U0 
Completing marine hospitals 90,001 00 


Payment to be wade to Mexico 3,540,000 00 








Salaries of ministers to foreign na- 

tions 63.000 00 
Secretaries of legation 14,000 00 
Minister resident to Turkey 6,000 00 
Dragoman to the legation of Tur- 

key 2,500 00 
Charges des affairs 76,500 00 
Contingent expenses of all the mis- 

sions 35,000 00 
Contingent expenses of foreign in- 

tercourse 30,000 00 
Intercourse with the Barbary Pow- 

ers 9,000 00 
Consul at London f 2,000 U0 
Commissioner of the Sandwich 

Islands 3,000 00 
Consulates at Constantinople, &c. 1,500 00 
Commissioner to reside in China 26,000 00 
Secretary and Chinese interpreter 1,500 00 
Consuls at the five ports in China 5,000 0U 
Consul general at Alexandria 3,000 00 
Consul at Beirout 900 00 
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Relief and protection of American 


seamen 100,000 00 
Clerk hire, office rent, &c. of Ame- 
rican Consul at London 2,800 00 





Army proper 4,432,226 00 


Military Academy 170.142 61 
Fortifications 671,000 00 
Armories, arsenals and munitions 

of war 893 581 00 
Surveys, lizht-houses, &c. 15.700 00 
Indian Department 857 473 45 
Pensions 466.400 00 
Arrearages under act May 1], 1820 1,000 00 





8.524 880 58 
333 976 80 


$24,153,102 92 


General service 
Marine corps 





Total estimate 
or 
ARMY. 


The election of Gen. Taylorto the Presiden- 
cy will not occasion a vacancy in the regular 
army, as the law which created the office of Ma- 
jor General, which he now holds, abolishes it in 
the event of death, resignation or dismissal. 


An official order from the War Department, 
dated 28th ult., has been published, requiring all 
officers who have been in the military service of 
the Government, in Mexico, and all agents who 
have been connected therewith, within ten days 
after the rceeipt of this order, to render an ac- 
count of all money or property received by them 
during their service in Mexico, and not hereto- 
fore accounted for (except money and property 
received from agents of the War Department as 
pay and emoluments,) *‘ including all sums and 
property received by them from municipal, State, 
and other public authorities or corporations in 
Mexico, as salaries or compensation for any ser- 
vice whatever, or as gratuities or presents, of 
or from any citizen or public authority, for the 
performance of any service in any way counec- 
ted with their official duties ; and all sums aris- 
ing from sales of public property, and from 
premium, per centage, and exchange on drafts 
or money.” 


2C>> An official order, dated Nov. 7, assigns 
Gen. Twiggs to the command of the sixth mili- 
tary district, at Jefferson barracks ; Gen. Worth 
to the eighth and ninth districts. 

The eighth Regiment of Infantry will imme- 
diately repair to Texas via New Orleans, where 
the commanding officer will receive further in- 
structions from Major Gen. Taylor. 

The third Regiment of Infantry is assigned to 
duty in Department No. nine. The four com- 
panies now at New Orleans barracks will repair 
to Jeflerson barracks, and there receive the fur- 
ther orders of Maj. Gen. Taylor. The six com- 
panies of the Regiment now in Texas, will as 
soon as the necessary reconnoissance can be made 
in the direction of Ei Paso, be put en rouwle for 
that post. 

Companies B and D, second Artillery, ur der 
orders for Department No. nine, will imme iate- 
ly be puten route for Jefferson barracks, there 
to receive the further instruction of Maj. Gen. 
Taylor. 


iCF The celebrated Dr. Mott, in an opening 
Jecture at the University in New York, on Mon- 
day evening, the 3Uth uilt., it 13 stated, asserted 
distinctly, that of the thirty thousand deaths 
which oceurred in our army during the Mexican 
war, onesihird at least were caused by the 
waptof timely medical and surgical treatment. 
Such was the fact, he said, and he hoped it would 
be a warning to Government never again to enter 
into a war without providing that our gallant sol. 
diers shall be secured from neglect. 


ES 
NAVY. 


iL The following slatement of the extent of the 
different Naval Squadrons and the vessels allached 


thereto, corrected to the present time, is taken from 
the Norfolk Herald: 


The Home squadron extends the whole length 
of the coast of the United States; the Pacific 
squadron from Cape Horn to the mouth of the 
Columbia River; the Mediterranean squadron 


throughout the Mediterranean Sea; the Brazil 
squadron along the east coast of Sowh America ; 
the African squadron along the west coast of Afri- 
can and the adjacent islands; and the East India 








squadron extends along the eastern coast of Asia 
and Africa. 

The Home squadron consists of the frigate 
Raritan, now the flag-ship; sloops-of-war Albany, 
Germantown and Saratoga; war steamers Mis- 
sissippi, Iris and Water Witch. 

The Pacific squadron consists of the ship-of- 
the-line Ohio, the flag-ship; ship-of-the-line ra- 
zeed Independence, frig. Congress, sloops-of-war, 
St. Mary’s, Warren, Dale and Preble; and the 
store-ships Lexington, Sou¢hampton, and Fredo- 
nia. The sloop Warren, we learn, has been con- 
demned as unseaworthy, and is employed asa 
store-ship in Monterey Bay. 

The Mediterranean squadron consists of the 
frigate United States, the flag-ship; war steamer 
Princeton, sehr. Taney, and the store ship Sup- 
ply. 

The Brazil Squadron consists of frigate Bran- 
dywine, flag-ship ; sloop-of-war St. Louis, war 
steamer Alleghany, brig Perry, and store-ship 
Relief. 

The African squadron consists of the frigate 
Jamestown, flag-ship; sloops-of-war Decatur, 
Portsmouth and Yorktown; brigs Boxer, Por- 
poise and Bainbridge, and store-ship Evie. 

The East India squadron consists of the sloop- 
of-wat Plymouth, flag ship ; and brig Dolphin. 
In the Baltic and North Seas, frigate St. Law- 
rence, 


The Frigate Raniran, which has been fitting 
out at the Norfolk Navy Station, as the fag-ship 
of the Home Squadron, Commodore J. Wilkin- 
son, is now ready for duty. 


73> Itis rumored that Commodore Parker bas 
heen ordered to the command of the Brazilian 
Squadron, in place of Commodore Storer, re- 
lieved. 


At St. Thomas, 2nd ult., U. S. sloop of war, 
GerRmMantTowN, from Pensacola, having experien- 
ced a severe gale on the passage, which lasted 
twelve hours. She lost fore-topmast and clothes- 
rail. She proceeds to Jamaica in a few weeks. 


[> The U. S. store-ship Supply, Lieutenant 
Commanding Pennock, arrived at Gibraltar, 
Oct. Qist, from Naples. Lieut. Sherburn was 
landed on the 24th, to return home on sick leave. 


LS The U. 8S. brig Detpuin, Commander 
Ogden, arrived at the Isle of France on the 27th 
August, from Rio Janeiro. 


Navat Cuances.—The following list of recent 
changes in the duty of naval officers, ordered by the 
Secretary of the Navy, is obtained from the New 
York Sun: 


Lieut. Chas. Hunter, furloughed, by request 
for one year from Nov. 14th ult. Wm. W. Fish- 
er, appointed a gunner, and ordered to the U. 8, 
steamer Michigan, on the 16thult. Lieut. C. J. 
Van Alstine, ordered on the 16th ult. to proceed 
to the Pacific for duty, on the steamer Massachu- 
setts. Lieut. James S. Palmer, assigned on the 
20th ult. to duty, in connection with the construc- 
tion of the war steamers now building. ‘Third 
Assistant Engineer, Lafayette Cadwell, ordered 
on the 20th to duty, on the U. S. steamer Michi- 
gan, at Erie, Pa. Fifth Assistant Engineer, J. 
A. Van Zant, ordered on the 20th to Baltimore 
for duty, in connection with the construction of 
the engines of the U. S. steamer Susquehanna. 
Lieut. J. W. Reeve, appointed U. S. Live Oak 
agent, &c., for Upper California. First Assistant 
Engineer, Samuel Archbold, detached on the 21st 
from duty, on the U. S. steamer Vixen. Third 
Assistant Engineer, Robert Danby, detached on 
the 2lst from duty on tie U. S. steamer Gene- 
ral Taylor, and ordered to the U.S. steamer 
Mississippi. Second Assistant Engineer, Edward 
A. Whipple, ordered to Washington for duty in 
the office of the engineer-in chief, on the 2lst. 
Second Assistant Engineer, Daniel Murphy, de- 
tached on the 21st from the Mississippi, and 
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navy recently created by th ai Os : 
e y the federal} m 
}Government. Com. Parker is to have genes 


of admiral, and his eoileague it js ct 
of vice-admiral, with the 
omotuments. 
e also learn that Capt. Latime 

dered to the command of the Fost a 
now fitting out at the Brooklyn Yard, and sa 
posed to be destined for the Pacific, as Roca 
Che Savannah goes to Norfolk first to be in “4 
and thence will carry out two hundred su ore 
meraries to the vessels in the Pacific hoes 
crews, it is understood, have been greatly dimi- 
nished by desertions, in consequence of the iar. 
mous bounty offered them to engage in the searc} 
for gold in California. 


Che Presidency, 


OPA Aen 


Stated, that 
“OF spondine pay and 
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. , 


AAAS 


Year. Vote cast. President, Tote 
1789 «73 Was 
1792 135 Washington 132 
1796 138 Adams 71 
1800 188 No choice, Jefferson 

elected by the House. 
1804 176 Jebarina “i 162 
1808 176 Madison 122 
1812 218 Madison 128 
1816 221 Monroe 183 
1820 232 Monroe 23} 
1824 261 No choice. Adams elec- 

ted by the House. 

1828 961 Jackson 178 
1832 288 Jackson 219 
41836 294 VanBuren 170 
1840 294 Harrison 234 
1944 975 Polk 170 
1948 =. 290 Taylor . 163 





3 $>Gen. Taylor receives the vptes of ten of 
the old thirteen States, to-wit: Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
North Carolina, and Georgia. 


PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 


NATIONAL WHIG CONVENTION. 
(Coneluded from page 349.) 


The Chairman announced the question to be 
on the motion of Mr. Fowler for the appoint- 
ment of a Committee on Credentials. 

Mr. Mallory, of Ky., said he thought the time 
had not yet arrived for the appointment of such 
a committee. He moved, therefore, to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. Fowler withdrew his motion. 

Mr. T. B. King then submitted is resolution, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the delegations from each Stale 
select one of their number, to compose a Cou 
mittee of States, to select a President, Vice Pre- 
sident, and Seeretaries of this Convention. 

Mr. Blunt, of New York, proposed the follow- 
ing as an amendment or substitute : 

Resolved, That a committee of one from each 
State be appointed by the Chairman, to retire 
and report to this Convention the names of suila- 
ble persons as officers of this Convention. 

After some conversation, in which Mr. Has- 
| kell, of Tennessee, Mr. King, of Georgia, and 
several delegates from Ohio and Jnodiana took 
part, respecting the manner of voting by those 
States which had a jarger number of delegates 
than votes, the substitute of Mr. Biunt was re- 
jected, and Mr. King’s resolution adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Galloway, of Ohio, it was 

Resolved, That the daily session of this Con- 
vention be commenced every morning with 
prayer to Almighty God for His blessings on 1s 








waits orders. Second Assistant Engineer, John 
M. Middleton, detached trom duty at Baltimore, 
and ordered to the U. S. steamer Michigan on 
the Qlst. Third Assistant Engineers, T. W.Lo- 
gan and Geo. W. Alexander, ordered on the 2Ist 
to the U. S. steamer Mississippi. Third Assis- 
tant Engineer, Jackson R. Hatcher, ordered on 
the 2lst to the steamer General ‘laylor, at Pen- 
sacola. 


The New York Herald says:—It is rumored 


that Com. Parker anu Commanders Dupont, Bu- 
chanan, and Barron, of the navy, have received 





furloughs from the Department, for the purpose 
of proceeding to Europe, to organize the new 


deliberations ; and for this purpose the President 
of this Convention be requested to invite the al- 
_tendance of clergymen to officiate. 

The States were then called upon to announce 
the names of the members selected to composé 
the committee on officers of the Convention; 
and the following gentlemen were selected 2$ 
that committee (Louisiana appointing the mem 
ber for ‘l’exas.) : 

George W. Gatchell, of Maine; George W. 
Nesmith, New Hampshire ; Solomon Foot, Ver- 
mont; George Ashmun, Massachusetts ; James 
F. Simmons, Rhode Island; F. Babcock, Cot- 
necticut; Nathamel B. Biunt, New York; 





William Wright, New Jersey; Thomas White 
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pennsylvania, Jno. Wales, Delaware; Daniel 


ferred upon me by selecting me to preside over 


Jenifer, Maryland; William Seymour, Virginia; | the deliberations of this Convention. If, gentle- 


Edward Stanley, North Carolina ; George Ss. 
Bryan, South Carolina; T. Butler King, Geor- 
re W. Hilliard, Alabama; Patrick W. 
Tompkins, Mississippi ; S. J. Peters, Louisiana ; 


ydwin H. Ewing, Tennessee ; Jotin A. McClung, | 


Kentucky ; James Collier, Ohio ; Solomon Mere- 
. ° al 4 | 
dith, Indiana; 5. Lisle Smith, Liinois ; A. Carr, 
Missouri; &. D. Murray, Wisconsin; R. P. 
Low, lowa; Thomas W. Newton, Arkansas ; 
Addison J. Comstock, Michigan ; John Jeunison, 

Florida; Joseph M. Wray, Texas. 

Mr. Fowler said it was improper that a gen- 
tleman should represent the State of Texas, un- 
der the circumstances of the case, that Siate 
having no representative on this flocr. He there- 
fore moved that the name of the gentleman ap- 

vinted for Texas be withdrawn. 

Mr. Brown, of Pennsylvania, was not aware 
that it was the particular business of the gentle- 
man from New York, or any other gentleman, 
to scrutinize the credentials of the geutlemen 
cent here to representa sovereign State_ of this 
Union. Texas has sent here men whom she 
deems proper to represent her, and ther fore he 
contended that the motion just made was not 1 
order. The committee tad been organized ; 
they had retired for deliberation; no credentials 
had been called for; and yet an unauthorized 
altempt was made to remove one gentleman 
composing that committee, The attempt came 
toolate. The gentleman from New York had 
allowed the proper time to go by; and this Con- 
vention with all its power and authority, had now 
noright to intrude into the committee room, 


nuch lessto interfere with one whom a sove-' 


reign State had designated as her representa- 
tive. 

The Chairman decided Mr. Fowler’s motion 
lo be out of order. [Great applause ] 

A delegate rose and said they had been sub- 
jected to great inconvenience this morning in 
consequence of the noise in the galleries, and he 
moved that the admissions be by ticket. 

On the motion of Mr. Cocke, that motion was 
laid on the table. 

The rules of the House of Representatives 
were then adopted for the government of the 
Convention, so far as they were applicable, and 
recess was taken until four o'clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 

At four o’clock the Chairman again called the 
Convention to order, and 

Mr. Thomas Butler King, of Georgia, from 
le committee appointed to select oflicers, made 
lie following report: — 


men, I possessed qualific tions, either by expe- 
riences or otherwise, for the distinguished posi- 
tion, as lam conscious [do not, the Cbligations 
that you have imposed on me would be far 
greater than they would deserve, and therefore 
1 do consider my indebtedness to you at this 
time still the Jarger. 

The purpose for which you have assembled 
here from every part of the land, uniting in com- 
mon counsel and deliberation, is that of bringing 
relief to our common country, and devising and 
execuling such schemes as are necessary to her 
prosperity and happiness. Order, wisdom and 
decorum should characterize our deliberations, 
and so sure as they do, success will attend tiem. 

We should yield, fellow-citizens, on this oeca- 
sion all our personal preferences. Let us bring 
forward, for the good of our common country, 
our united counsels and our united wisdom, let 
us rear our standard with the full determination 
to carry it on to victory. 

All we have to do is to select a standard bear- 
er who will secure the hearty co-operation of all 
sections of our country in the common cause of 
our country’s welfare. Let us have inscribed 
upon our banner “the prosperity of our coun- 
try.” 

It has been asserted that ‘to the victors be- 
long the spoils.” Let us determine that we will 
be victors, and when victorious, if spoils we must 
have, let them be the redemption of our country 
) from her present embarrassed conditicn, the re- 
| plenishing her-exhausted treasury, and restoring 
her to that flourishing and happy condition from 
which she has fallen. Letus endeavor to spread 
over our land industry, peace, and plenty, 
which shall give to every Ja»vorer adequate em- 
ployment and remunerating wages; which shall 
Cause every sea to be whitened with the sails of 
our commerce 3 which shall make the produce of 
|Our teeming fields spread plenty over our land, 
and enable our people to extend to others that 
bounty which a kind Providence has bestowed 
upon us. 

Fellow-citizens: If our deliberations are con- 
ducted with that order and love of law, which 
Characterize the constituents who sent us here, 
we shall have little cause to fear for our eventual 
triumph. And if our spoils are sucn as Il have 
described—spoils which w il bring prosperity to 
every door, and cause the land to teem with the 





blessings of a wise legislation, and well directed 


iudustry ; if, gentlemen, the results of your deli- 
berations shall be to restore to our country, 
peace, harmony, and prosperity; lo restore to the 





lhe Committee on the selection of officers re- | 
spect(ully report that the committee met, all the 
members present, and they unanimously resolved 
lyrecommend to the Convention the following 
geullemen as officers thereof. 
FOR PRESIDENT. 
Ex-Gov. JOHN M. MOREHEAD, of N. C. 
VICE PRESIDENTS. 
luther Severance, Me. John Gale, Ala. 
Anthony Colby, N. H. James Metealf, Miss. 
Horace Everett, Vt. Walter Brashear, La. 
A. Huntington, Mass. Wm. B. Reese, Tenn. 
Charles Jackson, R. 1. Ja wes Campbell, Ky. 
U, W. Rockwell, Conn. Joseph Vance, Ohio, 
Samuel Works, N. Y. Johu Vawter, Ind. 
J, Porter, N. J. Ezra Baker, Ll. 
'. Haines, Penn. D. D. Mitchell, Mo. 
John R. MeFee, Del. ELD. Murray, Wis. 
Thomas G. Pratt, Md. Thos. W. Newton, Ark. 
Johns, Janney, Va. J. R. Willams, Mich. 
Etinund Deberry, N.C. Jasper Strong, Fiorida, 
Eiward Gamage S.C. Sam. J. Peters, Texas, 
Geo, W. Crawford, Ga. Jas. W. Grimes, lowa. | 
SECRETARIES. 
John Sherman, Ohio, Portus Baxter, Vt. 
Schuyler Coltax, Ind. E. W. Peck, Michigan, 
= J. Pierson, Penn. C. C. Langdon, Ala. 
he Biunt, N. Y. Robert Mallory, Ky. 
By son L. White, Conn. C. J. Hutehinson, Wis. 
“aund P. Hunter, Va. J. W. Wakefield, N. J. 
pe report was concurred in with acclama- 
"80 far as itrelated to the choice of a Presi- 


ent: 
'\} and Governor Morehead was conducted 


to restore the administration of the law of our 
country to its prisune purity—if such should be 
the effects of your harmonious deliberations and 
your patriotic counsels, | shall deem it the proud- 
est legacy that 1 can bequeath to my posterity 
that | bad the honor to preside over that council 
of sages whuse deliderations produced these hap- 
py results. 

‘Tue question then recurred on the adoption of 
the report 1 relation to the Vice Presidents. 

Mr. Stanton, of Ohio. wished to ask if the 


lor Texas, resided in that State, or whether he 
was not a member of the Louisiana delegation? 

The President said he was unable to answer 
the question. 


constitution its violated rights and powers, and | 


| Mr. Stanton asked if his proposition was not in 
order ? 

Mr. Haskell, of Tennessee, thought it altoge- 
ther out of order. , 

The President thought otherwise, and ruled it 
to be in order. 

Mr. Stanton explained that he had been mis- 
understood. He had made no motion, but main- 
tained that he was entitled to a division of the 
question. 

Mr. King said the Chair had no right to put 
the question. 

The President ruled the proposition to be ia 
order. 

Mr. Archer, of Virginia, stated to the Chair, 
in a pleasant, conversational tone, not distinctly 
heard, that his decision was incorrect. 

The President, however, maintained his posi- 
tion; and having put the question upon all the 
Vice Presidents except the gentleman named oa 
the part of Texas, that part of the report was 
concurred in. 

The question then recurred on adopting that 
portion which designated a Vice President for 
Texas. 

Mr. Stanton moved to lay that question on the 
table for the present. 

Messrs. Haskell and Gentry explained that to 
lay on the table would have the effect of depri- 
ving Texas of a Vice President, to which they 
were much opposed. 

The President put the question, but before’ the 
result was announced, a division was called for, 
and a question arose as to how the Convention 
should vote, some States being represented by a 
greater number of delegates than they were en- 
titled to votes. 

An irregular conversation ensued, in which 
Mr. Carroll, of New York, Mr. Hilliard, of Ala- 
/bama, Mr. Tompkins, of Mississippi, Mr. Fow- 
|ler, of New York, and Mr. Archer, of Virginia, 
| took part. 

Mr. Ashmun, of Massachusetts, thought they 
| Were jumping before they came to the stile. He 
‘said that the appointment of a Vice Presi- 
dent for Texas, was but honorary, and would af- 
fect no question until they came to vote. He 
hoped, therefore, that the pending motion would 
be withdrawn. 

The motion was withdrawn accordingly, and 
the residue of the report was concurred in. 

Mr. Franklin, of Pa., submitted the following 

resolution: 
| Resolved, That a Committee, consisting of one 
‘delegate from each State, be appointed to exa- 
/mine the credentials -of contested or disputed 
delegates. 
Mr. Gentry moved that the committee to se- 
‘lect officers of the Convention, be a committee 
| lo pass upon the credentials of delegates, the 
President filling any vacancies which may have 
been made by the selection of sowe of the com- 
mittee as Vice-Presidents. 

The motion was agreed to, and the commiltee 
retired. 

During the conversation on this question, and 
in fact throughout the day, the busimess of the 
Convention was much impeded by confusion ia 
the gailery, occasioned by the pressure of the 








Vice President reported as having been selected | C'OW4 aud the struggle constantly going on for 


favorable positions; and delegates complained 
that it was impossible to do the busimess for 
which they had assembled, unless better order 
was preserved. One gentieman moved that the 





Mr. Stanton then proposed a division of the 
question, so that they might not decide on the 
Vice President tor ‘Texas until the question ha 
been settled by the Convention respecting the 
right of the Louisiana delegation to represent | 
auother State. 

Mr. King explained that the committee in re- 
porting these Vice Presidents had not felt at li- 
berly to exclude l’exas, por were they compe- 
lent to decide upon the credentials of any dele- 
gete to this Convention. ‘The delegation from 
Louisiana were instructed to represent, Texas, 
and the question on their right to do so, would 
come up in the Convention, and if it should be | 
decided that ‘Texas should not be so represented, 
then of course, the Vice President tor ‘Texas 


| 





ae chair by Messrs. Fuller, of New York, 

»¥'hg, of Georgia. 

Me President then rose and acknowledged the | 

~ ment conferred upon him in appropriate | 
'S, aS follows : 

Pap: of the Convention: —1 do not possess | 

belin Be avequate to express to you my grateful 

wowing and to return to you my profound ac- | 
“’gments, for the distinguished honor con- 


would leave the platform. He hoped, therefore, 
that all objection would be withdrawn at this 
time. 

Mr, Stanton, of Ohio, insisted on a division of 
the question, so that the vote should be taken 
first on adopting the report in relation to all the 
Vice Presidents, except the one for Texas. 

Mr. King objected, and, supposing a motion to 
have been made, moved to lay it on the table. 





gallery be cleared, which was met by some ap- 


|plause on the floor and hisses in the gallery, 
q | Uther propositions were made to direct the Com- 


mittee of Arrangements to procure a more con- 
venient place of meeting, which some delegates 
deemed impossible. lt was suggested that a 
Sergeant-at-Arms and assistants should be pro- 
vided, by whose aid the galleries could be cleared 
if it were found necessary. The discussion of 
these various questions occupied some time ; ulli- 
mately 

Mr. Bigger, of Ohio, said that it was impos- 
sible for any more business to be transacted un- 
tilthe Committee on Credentials make report; 


/and as they would probably be in session some 


time, he moved that the Convention adjourn uao- 
ul ten o’elock to-morrow morning. 

The motion was finally amended so as to make 
it nine o’clock. 

And, as amended, was agreed to. 

Whereupon the Convention adjourned. 


SECOND DAY-—MORNING SESSION. 


The coinmittee have made new arrangements 
in the hall, so as greatly to facilitate the pro- 
ceedings of the Cunvention. 
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The Convention was called to order at balf- 
past nine o’clock. 

On opening, prayer was made by Rev. Mr. 
Atwood. 

The minutes of yesterday’s proceedings were 
read by one of the Secretaries. 

Mr. Harlan, of Kentucky, moved that the ad- 
dress made by the President, on taking the chair, 
be entered upon the journal. 

He withdrew his motion, to allow the roll of 
delegates to be called, which was done. 

The Chairman said that a question presented 
itself! whether honorary members should take 
their seats upon the floor, and another, how the 
vole of each Siate should be presented. 

Mr. Vawter, from Indiana, said that his State 
would only claim the ten votes to which she was 
entitled. 

An inquiry was then made forthe report of 
the Committee on Credentials and contested 
seals. 

it was announced that the committee was 
ready to report. 

Mr. Hariin renewed his motion to insert the 
address of the President on the journal. 

Gov. Vance, of Ohio put the question—which 
was carried unanimously. 

Hon. Horace Everett, of Vermont, laid upon 
the table a resolution declaring that when the 
Convention adjourn it adjourn to two o'clock, 
P. M., and that the hall be opened for reporters 
and the pulic at 4. He said he should call it up 
hereafter.. Its object was to afford an opportu- 
nity for free conference on the business of the 
Convention. 

Mr. Henry, of Tennessee, offered a resolution 
that all delegates and alternates beyond the num- 
ber to which the States are entitled, be requested 
to take their seats in the rear of the regular dele- 
gales. 

A delegate remarked that the Committee on 
Credentials had taken some order on that sub- 
ject, and he boped it would be postponed. 

Mr. Henry said the resolution was necessary 
to enable a vote to be taken on the report of the 
comumittee, and he thought it ought to be put 
now. 

Mr. Fowler, of New York, said the question 
had been before the Committee on Credentials, 
and they had urged that they eould not report 
against admitting extra delegates from any State, 
as, if they did so, the whole delegation would 
retire. 

A gentleman from Indiana said the delegation 
were willing lo submit to anj}thing the Conven- 
tion might prescribe, provided they could have 
the counsel of the vther delegates {rum that State. 
They did not claim any right to thir votes. ‘lhe 
twelve persons authorized to vuole were already 
selected. Hethought ail ought to sit together, 
for mutual advice and consultation. 

A motion was made to jay the resolution on 
the tabie: it was put and carried. 











State on the floor, and that the alternate or su- 
pernumery delegates have seats provided for 


Resolved, That the delegates from all the States 
be requested to select the number of delegates ‘a 
which each State is entitled to represent said 


them as honorary members. 

Resolved, That in the absence of the delegation 
from Texas, the delegates from Louisiana be per- 
mitted to represent said Siate by virtue of the 
authority given them by the convention of the 
Whigs of Texas—and that the following mem- 
bers of the Louisiana delegation, J. M. Wray, 
T. Richie, C. Bullitt, and M. Maber, be authori- 
zed to cast the vole of Texas. 

Appended to this report were the proceedings 
of the Whig State Convention of ‘Texas, held 
at Galveston, May 13th, which were read by the 
Secretary. Among the resolutions then adopted, 
were several expressing the first choice of the 
State for Gen. Taylor, and pledging the support 
of the Whigs to any candidate that the Nationai 
Convention may nominate. 

Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, moved the adoption 
of the report.of the commitiee. 

Mr. King, of Georgia, moved that the ques- 
tion on all the resolutions be all taken except the 
last—that relating to Texas. 

Mr. Fowler, of N. York, said the report was 
adopted by a small majority olthe committee, and 
he hoped the volte would be taken on the resolu- 
tions separately. 

Mr. Mitchell, of Missouri, hoped the vote 
would be taken separately, as one portion of it 
he could not approve. 

The first resolution was then read. 

Mr. Johnston, of Pennsylvania, said he dis. 
liked this resolution. 

Mr. Franklin, of Pennsylvania, offered an 
amendment to strike out so much of the resolu- 
tion as authorized any one man to cast more than 
one vole—relaming the rest. 

Mr. Patterson, of N. York, called fora divi- 
sion of the motion. 

Mr. Franklin said he only moved to strike out 
| the part of the resolution specified. 

A long and interesting debate ensued, which 
resulted, after a successful appeal to the previ- 
ous question, in the rejection of the proposed 
amendment. ‘The resolution was then rejected 
by the following vote: 

Maine, ayes five, noes four; New Hampshire, 
ayes three, noes three; Muassachuselts, noes 
twelve ; Vermont, noes six; Rhode Island, noes 
four; Connecticut, ayes three, noes two; New 
York, ayes two, noes thirty-four; New Jersey, 
wyes three, noes four; Pennsylvania, ayes eight, 
noes seventeen; Delaware, ayes one, noes two; 
Maryland, ayes five, noes three; Virginia, ayes 
eleven, noes six; North Carolina, ayes two, 
nves nine; South Carolina, noes two; Georgia, 
ayes ten; Florida, ayes three; Alabama, ayes 
eight, noes one; Mississippi, ayes six; Luuisia- 





Mr. King, of Georgia, presented the report of 
the committee on seals, with a resululion which 
he asked should be firstacted upon. ‘The resolu- 
tion was, that the five Whig delegates from the 
city of Washington be invited tu sit as honorary 
members. ' 

Mr. King said the resolution had been passed 
unanimously in commiltee, 

‘| he resolution was adopted. 

‘The report was then read as follows: 

‘The committee of States to whom was refer 
red the credentials of members respecting which 
disputes may arise, ask leave lo report the loliow- 
ing resolutions : 

Resolved, That the majority of delegates from 
Statessot fully represented, be authorized to vole 
for districts from which there are no delegates, 
and be authorized to fill vacancies. 

Resvived, Yuat the foliowing gentlemen are 
delegates of the Whigs of Louisiana, having 
been duly appointed by a Whig Convention of 
that Siate: Lafayette Saunders, Samuel J. Pe- 
ters, C. M. Conrad, B. Winchester, C. Bullitt, G. 
3. Duncan, W. Brashear, J. M. Wray, J. Richie, 
M. Maber—and whereas the above delegates 
have selected six of their number to cast the 
vote of said State for President aud Vice Presi. 
dentof the United States: Lafayette Saunders, 
S. J. Peters,C. M. Conrad, B. Winchester, C. 
Bullitt, G. B. Duncan; Resolved, That the six 
delegates be recognized by the Convention as du- 
ly empowered to act as the representatives of the 
Whigs of Louisiana in the Couvention. 

Resolved, ‘Vhat Col. Wm. H. Russell, of Mis- 
sourl, give the vole to which his district 1s enli- 
tled on the floor of the Convention. 


na; ayes six; Texas, ayes four; Arkansas, ayes 
| three 5 Tenuessee, ayes thirteen; Kentucky, 
payes eleven, noes Ove; Ohio, ives twenty- 
three; Indiana, ayes six, noes six, Ii- 
linois, ayes two, noes seven; Michigan, noes 
five; Mussouri, ayes seven; lowa, ayes two; 
noes two; Wiscousin, ayes two, noes two—ayes 
12U, noes 156. 
‘The second resolution reported by the com- 
mittee, was then read; when, aller some ex- 
planatory remarks from members ol the Louisia- 
na delegation, aud others,the question was ta- 
ken on agreeing to this resolution, and carried 
unanimously. 
‘ihe Convention then proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the third resvlution; which gave 
rise to a warm debate, principally between Col. 
Russell, and some of the other delegates from 
Missouri. Finaliy, the resolution was Jaid on 
the table. 
‘ihe fourth resolution was then read. 
A motion was made to strike out the words, 
‘*as honorary members.” 
A delegate frum Indiana moved an amend- 
ment, giving all the delegation irom any State 
ihe right to seats, and the right to select those 
who should cast the vote of the State. 
He then made a siatement of the condition of 
their delegation, and of the desirableuess of d«- 
ing nothing to damp the ardor of the Whigs of 
that State, in the battle about to be fought. The 
delegation bad come without instructions—iree 
to act according to their best judgment. 
Mr. King said be thought there was no differ- 
ence between the resolution prepared by the 
commitiee and the amendment offered. The 


duced no difference in the result, 


SSS 


He n 
strike out the words “honorary” ang aha “4 
sUpernu. 


merary,” in the original resolution. 
The motion was put and passed. 
An amendment was offered as a subst 

that the several districts represented by lute, 
than their regular number of delegates J ee 
governed in vote by the whole number. and Ne 
the regular delegates shall cast the votes. — 
A desultory debate, mainly conversat 
altogether uninteresting, followed. 

A call was made for the previ a 
was sustained. Poswsous question, and 

The question then came Up on the substity. 
ryt of ine gentleman from Indiana, when i Was 
The original resolution was then 
ried. 

The fifth resolution was then read—in refer. 
ence to the delegates from Texas. 

The previous question was called for and Sus. 
tained. 

The resolution was put and viva voce carried, 

A division was called for, and the reso) 
again pronounced adopted. 

Mr. Everett, of Vi., said he understocd the 
organization of the House was complete, and jy. 
called up the resolution which he had Jaid upon 
the table, of which the object was to provide a 
conference. 

The resolution was amended so as to read th} 
the Convention adjourn to four o’cloek, and ths, 
at six the Hall be opened for the public. 

The motion to take up the resolution was 
assed. 

Col. Haskell moved to lay the resolution op 
the table. Lost. 

The previous question was then moved aud 
sustained. 
The resolution was put and carried. 
A motion was made to adjourn. Carried. 
EVENING SESSION. 
The Convention heid its session from 4 to 6 
o’clock with closed doors. We learn, however, 
that after the Convention assembled, a motion 
was made to reconsider the vole admitting tie 
votes from Texas by the delegation trom Louis. 
iana. This motion was laid on the table by a 
vote of 154 yeas to 1/3 nays. 
A resolution was also passed, authorizing the 
delegate from Arkavsas to vote for the uvrepre- 
sented district of that State. 
Gov. Kent, of Maine, moved that at 5} o’clock 
the Convention should proceed to ballot for can- 
dates for the offices of President and Vice Pre- 
sident of the United States; which was suvse- 
quently modiied on the motion of Mr. Ashmuu 
tu 61 o’clock. 
A resulution was then adopted, that the Con- 
vention would, at a quarter post six o’clock, pro- 
ceed to nominate candidates for the otlice of 
President and Vice President of the United 
States; the authorized delegates of each Swwie 
lo vole viva voce, aiid HO more voles Lo be cast DY 
each Syate than the electoral votes to which il is 
entitled: a majority of the whole number of 
voles to be necessary to a choice. 

Alt the hour designated, the doors being opened, 
the loilowing names were presented bo the cull 
sideration of the Convention for ihe vflice of 
| President of the United States, viz: 

By Mr. Kent, of Maine, Gen. Taylor. 
By Mr. Biunt, of New York, Mr. Clay. 
by Mr. Wales, of Delaware, Mr. Clayton. 
By Mr. Campbell, of Olio, Gen. Scovil. 
By Mr. Defrees, of lodiana, Judge McLeat. 
By Mp. Huntingdon, ot Mass., Mr. Webster 


Before proceeding to ballut— 

Mr. Galioway, trom Onio, announced thal be 
was in possessivn of a letter from Judge Me 
Lean, desiring him to withdraw bis nawe 1 : 
certain condition of things, whict. pow existed. 
He, however, reserved to himself the righ! lo 
present that name again, if circumstances shoul 
arise to justify it. 

Judge Saunders, of Louisiana, 
mission to reau a statement presented by th 
legation from Louisana. in reference to the o 
siiion of General ‘Vaylor. He said, knowing 
General Taylor as he bad long done, and kno 
ing that his position had been misunderstocd ~ 
misconceived, he cailed the allenlion ol 
Convention to the statement which be prop? 
to read. in 

‘Lhe position occupied by General Tay!” 
relation to the Presidency, does not see™ lo oe 
correctly understood by many persons; 4F 
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al 
yon of Louisiana, to make such explanations and 
atements, in relation to that position, as may ef- 
fectually remove all doubt, and the effect of mis- 
, resentation on that point. i e 
General Taylor has taken no part in bringing 
his name before the American people, in con- 
nection with the Presidency. Nor does he pre- 
cent his name to this Convention as a candidate. 
His friends throughout the country, rather dis- 
couraged than encouraged by him, have placed 
pim prominently before the Nation, as ao 
of filling the place once occupied by the Father 
of his Country, and Gen. Taylor, from a sense of 
duty, bas assented to the nomination. : 
He considered himself in the hands of his 
friends, Who have honored him with their choice. 
He has publicly and repeatedly stated that they 
wight withdraw him whenever they thought the 
igterest of the country, in their opinion required 
it. He does not consider that, under the circum. 
stances in which his name has been brought for- 
ward, that it would be proper in him to with. 
daw himself. Such has been his position since 
he assented to the use of his name, subsequent 


silion note. 

On behalf of the delegation of Louisiana, 1 
will further state that Gen. ‘Taylor desires it to 
be understood that, in his opinion, his friends 
who come into this Convention are bound to 
abide by its decision, and to sustain the nominee 
‘heart and soul’—ihat Gen. Taylor recognizes 
in his friends in this Convention those who have 
the right to withdrew his name, and will cheer- 
fully acquiesce in such withdrawal, 

Gen. laylor, we are also authorized to say, 
will bail with entire satisfaction the nomination 
by the Convention of any other than himself, 
being persuaded that the welfare of our country 
requires a change of men and measures, in order 
to avert the downward tendency of our National 
alfairs. 

In making this announcement, the delegation 
of Louisiana wish it to be distinctly understood | 
that it involves no inconsistency on the part of | 
Gen. Taylor. | 

In case the choice of this Convention shall | 
fall on another than Gen. Taylor, and his friends | 
in this Convention withdraw him, it wall be their | 
actand not his, but in which he will cheerfully 
acquiesce: and by the act of uniting with this | 
Convention, his friends withdraw his name from | 
the canvass, unless he be the nominee of the | 
Convention, 

And we deem it proper to assure the whigs of | 
the Union that we desire the nomination of Gen. | 
Taylor and bis elevation to the Presidency on no | 
olher than broad National grounds. 

Mr. Truman Smith then requested the Sec- 
retary to read a letter which he had received 
from Gen. Scott; and it was read, stating that, | 





| Florida 





Iowa Q l 0 0 | 0 
Wisconsin l 3 0 0 0 0 


lll 97 43 92 2° 4 


No one having a majority of the votes cast, 
the Convention proceeded to a second vote, with 
the following result : ; 

Taylor, 118, Clay 86, Scott 49, Webster 22, 
Clayton 4. Total 279. 

‘There being still no choice, the Convention 
adjourned. 


THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


The Convention was called to order, and open- 
ed by prayer by the Rev. Mr. Burroughs. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings were 
read. 

The Convention then proceeded to the third 
and fourth ballots for a candidate for President of 
the United States, as follows: 


THIRD BALLOT. FOURTH BALLOT. 
--o-— 


| 
| 
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STATES. 


Maine 

New Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Vermont 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut * 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 

North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Loutsiana 


Soo uozheO 
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a 


tw 
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Arkansas 
Texas 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 
Ohio 
Indiana 
ilinois 
Missouri 
Michigan 
low a 
Wisconsin 


ae 
SCWOCHSUE NWS 
ee 


mh WI ORK OP WON 
COSCO OCH RH OO COCO ORR RP COR WWHONSOSS 


COP OrR OR OOOCoCcCcCoo 


ecoocoocoeocece 
cowccrrococe 
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Total, 133 74 54.17 1 171 32 63 14 
As soon as it was apparent from the votes cast 


4 .?| that Gen. Taylor had been nominated, there was 
woil within a few days, he hac not expected his a recurrence of applause throughout the hall 
name to be brought before the Convention and which soon burst into an open cheer. This ‘eats 
pledged imaett to abide its decision, &e. : with some difficulty repressed, when the balloting 
} he Coventios then proceeded to vote, with proceeded. When the President announcad that 
the following result : Gen. Zachary Taylor had been nominated as the 

3 OQ HB gs BZ OQ Whig candidate for the Presidency, the whole as- 
< & ° eo es sembly rose and greeted the announcement with 
eee - 2° @ § ja hearty, deafening, and prolonged shout of ap- 
*. . . 4 = > | plause. The shouting continued for a long time, 
- : } : and was taken up by those outside the hal}, and 
eo : 5 l 0 3 0 0 | thence echoed throughout the city. 
M ampentce 0 0 0 6 QO 0} When the tumult subsided, members struggled 
vassachusett 0 v 0 12 0 0 | for the floor, and it was announced that the dele- 
bk 1 5 0 0 0 U0} gation from New York unanimously desired an 
rts and O 4 8 8 0 — Of} opportunity for consultation, and a motion was 
a ony U 6 0 0 0 ® | made to adjourn. 
mein York | 9 249 5 1 0 1 Great clamor succeeded the offering of this 
Nanay ivania 8 12 6 0 0 0 | motion. 
Dela Jersey 3 4 4 #Q 8 90} Mr. King, of Georgia, asked for a recess of 
M: i - , 0 0 0 3 | one hour. 
y atyland 0 8 U 8 0 0; Mr. Brown, of Penn., moved to make it two 
Se ree . 15 2 v 0 0 0 | hours. 
Ep et 6 ” 0 0 0 0 Mr. King said he did not desire to limit the 
Geniaia = ] I 0 v U 6 | time asked for consultation. He would therefore 
Alben, 10 v U 0 0 0 |} move to adjourn till 4 o’clock. 
Niseen 6 1 0 0 0 0 Great confusion ensued, and several modifica- 
Pres 6 0 0 0 0 0 | tions of the motion were proposed. 
amie” 5 1 0 0 0 0 Mr. Collier, of New York, finally got the 
Acheanes 3 bd 0 v 0 0 | floor, and when the house had come to order 
Vente a 3 0 0 0 0 U | said, that he had come into the Convention to 
Tenness 4 U 0 0 0 0 compare his opinions and feelings with those of 
‘aaah 13 0 u 0 0 0| the Whigs trom every part of the Union, as to a 
Oh J 7 5 0 0 0 U| suiiable candidate for the Presidency and Vice 
ladies 1 ! 20 0 1 0} Presidency. 
Nlinoie 1 2 J v 0 UT The Convention would testify that he had done 
Missouri : . 7 : his ulmost to prevent the nomination of Gene- 
Michigan 0 % Q r 0 9 ral Taylor, because he supposed thatto be re- 


quired by the best interests of the country. But, 





he said, he should not deserve a place in this 
Convention, if he had not expected originally to 
do what he had required of his Taylor friends— 
to submit to the choice of the Convention ; and 
he was free to say, and he desired to say, that 
there should be no opposition to the nomination 
from him. [(Cheers.] He desired further, that 
the Convention might be conducted with the ut- 
most harmony. New York desired no opportu- 
nity for further deliberation. He thought we 
had better proceed quietly to the selection of a 
candidate for the Vice Presidency. He had been 
opposed to the nomination of Gen. Taylor, and 
others had differed with him. He hoped they 
would prove to be right, and he wrong. At all 
events, there should be no rebellion against it in 
New York with his consent. [Applause.] He 
desired to present for Vice President the name 
of Millard Fillmore. [Cheers.] 

Mr. Carroll, of New York, said he hoped the 
Convention would proceed to finish its business, 
and nominate a Vice President; and thai it 
would not adjourn till they had passed a resolu- 
tion, declaring the nominations unanimous; and 
that then they would adjourn to Ind@pendence 
Square to ratify them there. [Cheers and ap- 
piause. 

The motion to adjourn was here withdrawn. 

A somewhat irregular debate ensued, in the 
course of which sundry motions to adjourn were 
made, and withdrawn or negatived; at the close 
of which the Chair called for nominations of 
candidates for the-Vice Presidency. 


By Mr. Mitchell, of Mo., Abbott Lawrence 
Mr. Kimball, of Pa., Andrew Stewart 
Mr. Newton, of Ark., John M. Clayton 
Mr. Sage, of New York, George Evans 
Hr. Hunter, of Va., ‘Ro’t C. Winthrop 
Mr. Johnson, of Pa., W. H. Seward 
Mr. White, John Sergeant 
Mr. Sackett, Hamilton Fish 
Mr. ‘Tl. M. McKennan 


Motions were made to adjourn, on the ground 
that there could be noconcert of action on the 
Vice Presidency without some consultation. All 
such motions, however, were lost. 

Mr. Ashmun, of Massachusetts rose to state 
that Mr. Choate having been compelled to leave, 








| his alternate, Mr. Sprague, was present. 


Mr. Patterson, of New York, wished to say a 
word in regard to one of the candidates named. 
As one of Gov. Seward’s friends, he wished to 
say that they always would be, as they always 
had been, found battling in favor of the Whig 
cause. He would feel honored by having his 
name mentioned here. But it was known that 
Gov. Seward entertains opinions differing essen- 
tially from those of a large part of the people 
of the United States, and as Gov. S. did not 
wish to embarrass the ticket, he felt called upon 
to withdraw his name. 

Mr. Ashmun said he was fully authorized per- 
emptorily to withdraw the name of Mr. Win- 
throp, and he did so in perfect good faith tow- 
ards the Convention and full approval of its pro- 
ceedings. [Cheers.] 

Some further debute then took place; after 
which the Convention proceeded to ballot for a 
Vice-President, the result of which appeared 
as follows: 


[st baliot. Qnd ballot. 


Millard Fillmore, had 115 173 
Abbott Lawrence 109 87 
Andrew Stewart 14 0 
T. M. T. McKennan 13 0 
Geo. Evans 6 2 
John Sergeant 6 1 
John M. Clayton 3 3 
Hamilton Fish 2 0 
Scattering 0 


6 

The President announced that Millard Fill- 
more, had been nominated as the Whig candi- 
date for Vice-President—which was received 
with tremendous applause. 

Mr. McCullough, of New Jersey, said that he 
wished to state that the nomination of Zachary 
Tavior for President had first been made on the 
free soil of New Jersey, on the battle field of 
Trenton, and on the spot where freedom trem- 
bled in the balance. (Cheers.) New Jersey 
there made the call, and nobly now have the 
Whigs responded. He claimed that New Jersey 
was enlitied to the credit of having first made 
the nomination; and he need not say that New 
Jersey would cast her vote for l'aylor and Fill- 
more in November next! (Cheers.) - 

Hen. Joseph Vance, of Ohio, moved that the 





nominations now made, be unanimously confir- 
med. He had been from the commencement a 
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decided opponent of Gen. Taylor; but he was 
too old a soldier, when fairly whipped, not to 
surrender. (Cheers and laughter.) And he 
wished to say now to some of his young and 
ardent friends from his State—think well of this 
matter betore you dissent from the true Church! 
[Cheers.] Think well before you separate from 
your friends. Ohio has been placed in a critical 
position in this controversy. We have feared 
that this nomination might deprive her of all she 
had gained in fifteen vears of as hard fighting as 
had ever been seen in the United States. But 
the battle is now over; and although it might 
seem a forlorn hope, still he for one would not 
despair of carrying Ohio for Zachary Taylor! 
([Cheers—long and loud—with applause.] He 
trusted the Whigs there would ugain reconcile 
their difficulties and take this standard and bear 
it triumphantly to victory. He had come up 
here to night with his brethren in efforts to res- 
cue the country from the spoilers who now pos- 
sess it. He hoped none would falter; but that 
all would resolve that the victory can, must, and 
shall be won. He could say for one, that he be- 
Jieved Ohio would do her share. He had done 
his duty to his constituents in the votes he had 
given; and now, before God, he meant to do 
his duty to his country. [Loud applause with 
deafening shouts for Gen. ‘l'aylor.] 

Mr. Carroll, of New York, in a few brief and 
animated remarks, said be had no doubt but a 
yoice would come back trom the great State of 
New York, responding to the action of this Con- 
venation, faylor and Fillmore would be nobly 
sustamed by them. [Cheers.]} 

Mr. Johnston, of Pa. said his delegation had 
come up here with a divided vole—but they had 








| 
| 


| Convention had sat tillnext November. 


Mr. Janney, of Virginia, said he came from 
a district which had never been darkened by the 
shadow of democracy—and he pledged its vote 
for Gen. Taylor. 

Mr. Langdon, of Alabama, said he regretted 
he could not say as much for his State as others 
had done. He claimed respect from the Whigs 
of the Union for the Whigs of Alabama. He 
came here under a solemn pledge to abide 
the decision of this Convention. He would yield 
all his preferences for men. He came to vote 
for Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, and he had voted for 
him every time, and would have done so if this 
But he 
was delermined to promote the success of the 
nominee of this Convention. His cojleagues 
were cocfident they could revolutionize the 
State. He hoped they might. He would cer- 
tainly do all in his power to aia that result. 

A delegate froom Indiana said the Whigs there 
would respond heartily to the sentiment of the 
venerable gentleman from Ohio. He believed 
Indiana would act with union and with zeal in 
support of the nominee of the Convention. 








I, too, have been placed here In a peculiar gj 
uation > and as various gentlemen, of different 
delegations, have given expression to their feel 
ings, I trust I may be allowed also to say a os 
words before we part. I, too, have been defeat. 
ed in the first wish of my heart—I have not a f 
ceeded in the nomination of my favorite eandi. 
date—] stand among the vanquished party—but 
I fall into the hands of my victor friends like a 
conquered damsel into the hands of her lover 
and submit kindly to my defeat. (Loud applause.) 
I] shall enter into the campaign in the true Whie 
spirit, determined to succeed, and if, before the 
election, any Whig can be found who will out. 
Strip me in zeal, J hope to tuke such a Whig by 
the hand, at the fourth of next March, at the in- 
auguration of Gen. Zachary Taylor. 

It has on a former oceasion been my bad fora 
tune not to have my first choice approved. Jy 
1840, the Whigs of North Carolina unfuried the 
free standard of Henry Clay in that State, and 
sent his name to the Harrisburg Convention ; but 
the Whigs of that Convention, the representatives 
of the entire Union, sent back to us that standard, 


Mr. Henry, of Teunessee, said the Whigs of| inscribed with another name—that of William 


that State would show that the confidence of this | 
Convention was pot misplaced. ‘They kuew Gen. | 
Taylor there, and tad the most perlect reliance 
on his sound good sense and on his adherence to | 
Whiz priscipies. If victory could not be con-| 
quered under his banner, then, indeed, is the con- | 
quest hopeless. :; 

Mr. Fowler, of New York, spoke of the feel-| 
ing in the district which he represented, and olf 
a necessity of a change ol rulets. 

Mr. Conrad, of Louisiana, spoke of the devo~ 
tion of his State to the old General. ‘They knew 


H. Harrison—wholly unexpected by us. But | 
only looked to see if it was the true Whig Ban- 


iner. 4 did not ask myself what name was on it, 


I never thought of inquiring what side of Mason 
aud Dixon’s line the nominee wes from. It was 
the Whig Banner, and as such it was placed in 
my hands. For five months this hand bore that 
banner through North Carolina, until in the suc- 
ceeding August, North Carotina, a slave state, fi- 
red the first gun of that volley which shook de- 
mocracy trom one end of the nation to the other. 
Its re-echoes rescunded from State to State 





now but one voice, and that would be from this! him to Ve an honest man, and there was not a | throughout the entire Union, until the great tri- 


time forth * A litthe wore grape, Capt. Bragg.” 
[Cheers.] ’ 
Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, could not yield bis 





Whig in the State of Louisiana who does not 
know him to be a true Whig. He alluded to the 
charges aginst General laylor. He assured the 


uu ph was achieved, 
[have mentioned this, gentlemen, for the bene- 
| fit of Omo, and I will state one incident fron 


assent to the remarks of his senior colleague. Convention, on tho honor of a mau whuse name | which the Whigs of that state nay hope and pro- 


He bad learned in his early youth that Whig | 
principles were correct, that it was right always | 
to yield preferences for men, but never for prin- | 
ciples. He had done every thing in his power 
when Henry Clay took our standard and bore it 
into battle. All he asked was that the same 
glorious banner, trailed in the gust in 1844, | 
should be placed in the bands of some man who 
wiil agree to take it—and to stand or fall by it. 
Give us a pledge of that kind—that these prin 
ciples for whici we bave sulfered so much—are 
received by him, and that he wiil live or die in 
Sustaining them. 

Mr. Sherman, of Ohio, said it was evident the 
resolution could not be carried unanimously, 
though he approved of all that Gov. Vance had 
said. He would support Gen. ‘Taylor with as 
much zeal as he would have supported Gen. 
Scott. (Cheers.) But if the resolution was 
passed, Ohio would be driven into a position 
which would make it almost certain that we 
should lose ler vole. He hoped the resolution 
would be laid on the table, and ihat the Conven- 
tion would adjourn to Independence Square, 
there to rauly lue nominalionsthat had just been 
made. He moved to lay it on the table. 

Gov. Vauce thought his friend somewhat too 
timid, but to gratuly him he would withdraw the 
resolution. 

Mr. Jenifer, of Md. in a few stirring remarks, 





pledged the support of his State to the nomina- 
tions that had been made. 
duly, which every friend of Henry Ciay owed 


to him, to carry out bis principles by supporung | 


the candidates of the Convention. 

‘The thauks of the Convention were then ten- 
dered to the Committee of Arrangements, olh- 
cers of the Convention, citizens of Puiladelphia, 
and Mimsters of the Gospel, lor the aid they 
had given in furthering the objects of the Cou- 
vention. 

Tue President was authorized to inform the 
candidates of their nomination, aud to publish 
their replies. . 

Mr. Collier, of Ohio, made some humorous 
and entertaining remarks, pledging his best efloris 
lo carry the State of Ohio. He said he was born a 
Whig, bad lived a Whig, and hoped to die a 
Whig—but he was not a faclionist. 

Mr. Collier went on to speak of Obio at some 
Jeng h. He was confident those who sent him | 
here would support the nominee of the Cunven- 
tion. Gen. ‘Taylor lived enthroned in the hearts 
of men of all parties in Ohio. [Cheers.] No- 
man in the Uniied Siates ever enjoyed an allec-| 
lion equal to that felt towards hia. He should | 
go home—take olf his coat—rullup his sleeves, 
and fight for Gen. Taylor. 





He should deem it a} 


‘ring the We which has here uuiled us, perils me 


| unintentioual, and it Would Cause me seiious re- 


| impression ihal uv eue has an ubkid seeing to 


had never been doubted, that Geu. ‘Taylor was 
the friend of domestic industry —Loutsiana would 
vever else have supported fin. ‘The man who 
never surrendered lu his enemies will never be- 
tray his friends. (Gieat applause.) 

Mr. Lyle Smith, of Illinois: Mr. President— 
lama human, live Sucker; (laugute:) and 1 wish 
to say a few words lor Suckerdum, lor we have 
not said a word yet. We did not come here to 
talk, but to vole. We came as triends ot 
Heury Clay—we came irom that dark Ezyptot 
LocvOivcuism, where we are surrounded by a 
cloud daiker than any that surrounded Ajax. 
But we will revolutionize old Suckerdom, We 


fit. North Carolina, though she lost the nomi- 
|nation of her first choice, Henry Clay, soon 
| raised on every hill top the banner of Harrison. 
(In one location, where a tall pole had been 
/erected with the name of Harrisou sailed to the 
_ mast, a solitary stranger was seen ricing past it; 
altracited by iis description, he stopped, vievated 
his eye, and seeing the Whig principles inscrived 
thereon, doffed his beaver, and saluted them with 
three hearty solitary cheers. Nordol despair, 
before fall, that in Ohio, wall also be seen soll: 
lary Whigs cheering the bauner of Zachary 
} Laylor. 

1 have supported in this body the nomination 


say, as did ** old Zack” at the vattie of Bueva of Henry Ciay, that most tilustrious son of our 


Vista, When the dilinois regiment, led by the 
gallaut Hardin, charged up the serried ranks ol 
the ioe: * Now, my voys, pull ali together, aud 
victory will crown your elluris (Cueers.) 

Mr. Richardson, of Maryland, spoke of the 
long and ardent vevolion of Maryland to Henry 
Ciay. Tu make that man President, be, (Mr. 
R.) would bave waiked barefvot from tie 
Arvostook to the Rio Graude—and he would 
du su for General ‘Laylor. (Greatapplause.) He 
warned his Whig friends trom other Slaves, thal 
‘iatyland would have ihe bauer. 

Mr. Stapp, of lodiana, pledged Indiana, to the 
same work, aod the same result, loc ‘Laylor as 
tor Harrison. lodiaua contamed the baltic field 
en which Taylor first drew lis sword; and wouid 
suller no Olher Siate lo have the bauwver. ‘The 
response to ‘his bominalion will be overwhelming 
— the triumph will oe certatu. He tad tue as- 
surance uf all Lis colleagues, who bad voted lor 
Gen. Scott and Mr. Ciay, that the nomlnation 
made was equally acceplabie lo thew, and 
would meet these support, 

Me. Haskell, of ‘beuuessee, then moved that 
the Couvention adjourn sine die. 

‘The FPresivent, Gov. dytoreuead, then rose and 
said, iu subsiance, as lullows: 

Geutiemen of (the Convenuon—Before disseve- 


lo relurn my pivlound thanks lor yout Kindness 
aud forbeaiauce. Your paruiality placed me in 
ibis chair, to the duties of which, 1 am unused 
and upaccustumed—and thal same Spirit ol Kind- 
uess, has sustained me in their perlurmauce, Li 


1 have Ccommitied mistakes or errors in the dis-} Convention sprung to their feet and ga 


charge of my Guiles here, or if 1 heave caused 
paiu to any individual, 1 have only lo say at was 


gret. Let us, al all evenis, carry away wilh us 
wo unkind ieeiings, and d shall iteel happy in the 


country; his sun is about to set, and I trust his 
latest hours may be gilded and brighteved by our 
success, which, like the bow of promise, will be- 
token the spread of peace around our land. | 
have voted tor Henry Ciay, because no man 13 
more largely identified with the glory of our 
country than he is. No administration could 
add a particle to his undying fame; no honors 
could add to his treasure-neap. Butt yield tim 
to this Convention; I yield tim cheertully: and 
for the future, no man can go more hearty Wai 
1 will, for the hero of Bueva Vista. 
| Jt has been suggested from different States that 
‘fears existed of the result of this nomiuatir. 
We should never fear the consequences whet 
our cause is good. And our cause is nol that ol 
‘Zachary Saylor, but of the Whigs of the Union. 
| Let us, when dangers are thickening around Us, 
jtake our cue from his own conduct at Buena 
Vista, when he said, “we have goi the enemy 
just where we wanted him; now is the tne © 
give him a little more grape, Captain Bragg 4S 
As our Jeader never surrenders, is there aby be 
‘of his followers who intends to surrender? [a0 
emphatic response of nol?) Then it we all 
| pull together, we cannot be Vanquished. ime 
Betore dissolving this body, allow me to wis! 
prosperity aud bappiness to you all, aud ihat a 
may arrive saicly lo your homes and — 
L bid youa Jong and atfectionate fare 





again. 
~Aty . gurned, 
weli, and deciare this Convention av) 

| sine die. d 


ibe address of the President was receive 


a kD or . he 
with great enthusiasm. ‘The members o! ao 
ve 


. } t 1s. 
cheers, waving their hats arouod thei Beat 


They then adjourned in goud spirit aud fu 
mor. 


Platina is stated to have been discovered 


5 V 
large quantities in the Alps on the frontiers 
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SECOND SESSION. 
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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS. 
Wasnineron, December 4, 1848. 


Jw Senate.—The Vice President being absent 
—Mr. Aichison( President pro lem.) called the Sen- 
ate to order at twelve o’cloék;when forty-one mem- 
bers answered to their names. Ajter the inter- 
change, by the two Houses, of the customary 
messages, and tha appointment of a joint commit- 
tee to wait upon the President, as usual, 

Mr. Douglas, gave notice that he would intro. 
duce at an early day bills to establish the terri- 
tories of Minnesota, Nebraska, and New Mexico, 
and a bill for the admission of Cahfornia into the 
Union as a State. 

Mr. Cameron gave notice that he would intao. 
duce a bill to provide for taking the Seventh cen- 
Sus. 

On motion of Mr. Cameron, a tesolution was 
passed authorising each Senator tO der for his 
own use a number of newspapers, not lo exceed 
the cost of four daily papers. 


House or Reeresentatines.—At 12 o'clock 
Mr. Winthrop( Speaker) calied to order, when 178 
members answered to their names. 

The new members elect, Messrs Greely and 
Blackman, were introduced and sworn into office. 
The customary communications between the 
Houses in reference to their organization having 
been made, and the Jomt committee, on the part 
o! the Houses, to wait upon the President, having 
been appointed, 

Mr. Wilson presented the credentials of Mr. 
Henry W. Sibley, elected a delegate from that 
portion of the late ‘Territory of Wisconsin not 
included within the limits of the State of Wis- 
cousin. The presentation gave rise to some dis- 
cussion, when the matter was referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 

A resolution was offered by Mr. Evans, of Ma- 
ryland, providing for the choice, by ballot, of 
seats on the floor, in the same maftner as was 
done at the last session; to which Mr. Murphy 
moved an amendment, to the effect that mem- 
bers retain for the present session the seats oc- 
cupied by them at the last one. The amend- 
ment was disagreed to; and, the original resolu- 
tion having been adopted, the members proceeded 
to ballot for choice of seats. 

Qn motion of Me. Cobb, of Georgia, the hour 
of daily weeting was fixed at 12 v’clock until 
vtherwise ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Henley, a joint resolution 
for the appointment of two Chaplains, one in 
each House, to allernate weekly, was introduced 
and passed. 

Mr. Smith, of illinois, gave notice that he 
o— at an early day iniroduce bills, as fol- 
OWS: 

Granting to the State of {Illinois the right of 
way and a donation of the public lands for ma- 
king a railroad connecting the Upper and Lower 
Mississippi with the chain of northern lakes at 
Chicago; and also for a northern cross railroad 
with a braneli to Alton, and for other puposes. 

Granting to the States of Indiana and Illingis 
the right of way and a donation of the public 
lauds for six miles on each side of said railroad 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from New 
Aibany in the State of Indiana to Alton, Iilinois. 


Tuesday, December 5, 1848. 


P In Senate.—The Vice President assumed the 
lair. 

Messrs. Bright, Dayton, Miller, Niles and Pearce, 
appeared in tueir seats. 

Mr. King, from the Joint Committee to wait 
on the President, reported that the President 
Would be prepared to make a communication to 
the two houses at tweive o’clock this day. 

lhe Joint Resolution from the House, for the 
*ppointment of two chaplains, one by each House, 
0 allernate weekly, was received. 

lhe message of the President was received by 
Mr. J. Knox Walker, his Secretary. 

And the same having been read, 

On motion, it was ordered, that ten thousand 
Copies of the message and accompanying docu- 
Ments, in addition to the usual number, be prin- 
led fur the use of the Senate. 


ojiouse or Representatives.—Messrs. Bent, 
rozuer, Cocke, Chapman, Ficklin, Iverson, Leffler, 


Rhett, Stewart, and Wilmot, appeared aud took 
theie seats, 
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On motion of Mr. James Thompson, the Clerk 
was ordered to cause to be furnished to each 
member of the House, during the present session, 
such number of papers asthey may direct, at a 
cost not exceeding thirty dollars per annum to 
each member. 

On motion of Mr. Henley, it was resolved, that 
the Standing Committees be appointed aecording 
to the rules and orders of this House. 

Notices for leave to introduce bills, viz : 

By Mr. Sawyer: A bill to legalize the location 
of certain land warrants at the Jand office at 
Defiance, Ohio, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. Goggin: A bill to reduce the rates of 
postage on letters and newspapers, to establish 
uniform postage charges, and to correct abuses 
of the franking privilege. 

By. Mr. McClelland : A bill making appropria- 
tions for the preservation, repair, and completion 
of certain harbor improvements on the northern 
lakes. 

A bill making appropriation for the improve: 
ment of certain harbors on Lake Michigan, and 
of the St. Clair Flats. 

A bill making an appropriation of land for 
the construction of a canal around the falls of 
St. Marie, in the State of Michigan. 

By Mr. Greely: A bill to discourage specula- 
tion in public Jands, and to secure homes thereon 
to actual settlers and cultivators. 

Mr. Wentworth, from the joint Committee to 
wait upon the President, reported that the 
President would make a communication to the 
House in writing, this day at 12 o’clock. 

The President’s Message was received by his 
Secretary, J. Knox Walker; and having been 
read, 

On motion of Mr. Brodhead, 

Resolved, That the Message of the President of 
the United States be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and that 
fifteen thousand copies, with the accompanying 
documents, be furnished for the use of the House. 





THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Fellow-Citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 


Under the benignant Providence of Almighty 
God, the Representatives of the States ana of the 
People are again brought together to deliberate for 
the public good. ‘The gratitude of the nation to 
the sovereign Arbiter of all human events,should be 
commensurate with the boundless blessings which 
we enjoy. 

P.ace, plenty, and contentment reign through- 
out our borders, and our beloved country presents 
a sublime moral spectacle to the world. 

The troubied and unsettled condition of some of 
the principal European powers has had a necessary 
tendeucy to check and embarrass trade, and to de- 
press prizes throughout ail commercial nations; 
but notwithstaudivg these causes, the United States, 
with their abundant products. have felt their ef- 
fects less severely than any other country, and all 
= great interests are still prosperous and success- 
ul. 

In reviewing the great events of the past year, 
and contrasting the agitated and disturbed state of 
other countries with our own tranquil and happy 
condition, we may congratulate ourselves, that we 
are the most favored people on the face of the earth. 
While the people ofother countries are struggling 
to establish free institutions, under which man may 
govern himsel!, we are in the actdal enjoyment of 
them—a rich inheritance from our fathers. While 
enlightened nations of Europe are convulsed and 
distracted by civil war or intestine strife, we set- 
tle all our political controversies by the peaceful 
exercise of the rights of freemen at the ballot box. 
The great Republican maxim, so deeply engrayv- 
en on the hearts of our people, that the will of the 
majority, constitutionally ex pressed, shall! prevail,is | 
our sure safeguard against force and violence. It is 
a subject of just pride, that our fame and character 
as a nation, continue rapidly to advance in the esti- 
mation of the civilized world. ‘[o our wise and 
free institutions it is to be attributed, that whiie 
other nations have achieved glory at the price of 
the suffering, distress and impoverishment of their 
people, we have won our honvrable position in the 
midst of an uninterrupted prosperity,and of an 
increasing individual comtort and happiness.— 
I am happy toinform you that our relations with 
ali nations are friendly and pacific. Advantageous 
treaties of commerce have been concluded within 
the last four years with New Grenada, Peru, the 
Two Sicilies, Belgium, Hanover, Oldenburg and 
Mechlenburg Schwerin. Pursuing our example, 
the restrictive system of Great Britain, our 
principal foreign customer, has been relaxed; 
a more liberal commercial policy has been adopt- 
ed by other enlightened nations, and our trade has 
been greatly enlarged. and extended. Our country 
stands higher in the respect of the world than at 
any former period. To continue to occupy this 





proud position, it is only necessary to preserve 
peace, and faithfully adhere to the great and funda- 
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mental principle of our foreign policy, of non-inter- 
ference in the domestic concerns Of other nations. 
We recognise in all nations the rights which we 
enjoy ourselves, to change and reform their political 
institutions according to their own will and plea- 
sure. Hence we do not look behind existing govern- 
ments, capable of maintaining their own autho- 
rity. We recognise all suck actual governments, 
not only from the dictates of true policy, but from 
a sacred regard for the independence of nations. 

While this is our settled policy, it does not follow 
that we can ever be indifferent spectators of the 
progress of liberal principles. The government and 
people of the United States hailed with enthusiasm 
and delight the establishment of the French repub- 
lic, as we now hail the efforts in progress to unite 
the States of Germany in a confederation, similar 
in Many respects to our own federal Union. Ifthe 
great and enlightened German States, occupying, 
as they do, a central and commasding position in 
Europe, shall succeed in establishing such a con- 
tederated government, securing at the same time to 
the cit:zens of each State, local goveriameuts adapt- 
ed to the peculiar condition of each, with unrestrict- 
ed trade and intercourse with each other, it will be 
an importaut era in the history of human events. 

Whilst it will consolidate and strengthen the pow- 
er of Germany, it must essentially promote the 
cause of peace, commerce, civilization, and consti 
tutional liberty throughout the world. 

With allthe governments on this continent our 
relations, it is believed, are now on a more triendly 
and satisfactory fuoting than they have ever been 
at any former period. 

Since the excinange of ratifications of the treaty of 
peace with Mexico, our-intercourse with the gov- 
ernment of that republic has been of the most 
friendly character. ‘he Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United Siates to 
Mexico has been received and accredited; anda di- 
plomatic representativefrom Mexico of similar rank 
has been received and accredited by this govern- 
ment. The amicable relations between the two 
countries which had been suspended have been 
happily restored, and are destined, | trust, to be long 
preserved. The two republics, both situated on 
this continent, and with coterminous territories, 
have every motive of sympathy and of interest to 
bind them together in perpetual amity. 

This gratifying condition of our jvreign relations 
renders it unnecessary tor me tocall your attention 
more specially to them. 

It has been my constant aim and desire to culti- 
vate peace and commerce with all natuons. Tran- 
quility at home, and peaceful relations abroad,con- 
stitute the true permanent policy of our couniry. 
War, the scourge of nations, sometimes becomes 
inevitable, but is always to be avoided when it can 
be done consistently with the rights and honorof 
the nauon. 

One of the most important results of the war into 
which we were recently turced with a neighbonng 
nation, is the demoustration it has afforded of the 
military strength of our country. Before the late 
war with Mexico, European and other foreign 
Powers entertained imperfect and erroneous views 
of our physical strength as a nation, and of our 
ability’to prosecute war, and especially a war waged 
out of ourown country. They saw that our stand- 
ing army on the peace establishment did not exceed 
ten thousand men. Accustomed themselves to 
maintain in peace large standing armies for the 
protection of thrones against their own subjects, as 
well as against foreign enemies, they had not con- 
ceived that it was possible for a nation without 
such an army, well disciplined and of long service, 
to wage war successfully. They held in low re- 
pute our militia, and were far from regarding them 
as an etfective force,uniless it might be tor temporary 
defensive operations when invaded on our own 
soil. The events of the late war with Mexico have 
not only undeceived them, but have removed erro- 
neous impressions which prevailed to some extent 
even amung a portion of our own countrymen. 
That war has demonstrated, that upon the breaking 
out of hostilities not anticipated, and for which no 
previous preparation had been made, a volunteer 
army of citizen soldiers equal to veteran troops, ard 
in numbers equal to any amergency, can in a short 
period be brought into the field. 

Unlike what wou;d have occurred inany other 
country, We were under no necessity of resorting to 
draughts or conscriptions. On the contrary, such 


was the number of volunteers who patrioticaily 


tendered their services, that the chief difficulty was 
in making selections and determining who should 
be disappointed and compelled to remain at home. 
Our citizen soldiers are unlike those drawn from 
the population of any other country. They are 
composed indiscriminately of all professions and 
pursuits: of farmers, lawyers, physicians, merchants, 
manufacturers, mechanics and laborers; and this, 
not only among the officers, but the private soldiers 
in the ranks. Our citizen soldiers are unlike those 
of any other country in other respects. They are 
armed, and have been accustomed from their youth 
up to handle and use fire arms; and a large propor- 
tion of them, especially in the western and more 
newly settled States, are expertmarksmen. They 
are men who have a reputation to maintain at home 
by their good conduct in the field. They are intel- 
ligent, and there is an individuality of character 
which is found in the ranks of no other army. In 
battle, each private man, as well as every officer, 
fights net onty for his country, but for glory and 
distinction among hig feiiow citizens when he shail 














return tu civil life. _ 
The war with Mexico has demonstrated not only 
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the ability of the government to organize a nume- 
rous army upon a sadden cail, but also to provide 
it with all the munitions and necessary supplies 
with Jespatch, convenience, aud ease, and to direct 
its Operauons with efficiency. The strength of our 
institutions has not only been displayed in the valor 
and skill of our troops engaged in active service in 
the field, Lut in the organization of thuse executive 
branches which were charged with the general di- 
rection and conduct of the war. While too great 
praise cannot be bestowed upon the officers and 
men who tought our battles, it would be unjust 
to witli. hold from those officers necessarily stationed 





at home, who were charged with the daty of fur- 
nishing the army, in proper time, and at proper 
places, with all the munitions of war, and other 


supplies so necessary to make it efficient, the com- | 


mendation to which they are entitled. The credit 
due to this class of our olficers is the greater when 
it is considered that no army in ancient or modein 
times was ever better appointed or provided than 
our army in Mexico. Operating in an enemy's 
country, removed two thousand miles from the 
seat of the tederal government, its dillerent corps 
spread over a vast extent of territory, hundreds aud 
even thousands of miles apart from each other, no- 
thing short of the untiring vigilance and extraordi- 








The great ¢sulis which have been developed 
and brought to light by this war, will be of immea- 
surable importance in the future progress of our 
country. ‘They will tend powerfully to preserve us 
from foreign collisions, and to enable us to pursue 
unidterruptedly our cherished policy ot “peace 
with all nations, entangling alliances with none.” 

Occupying, as we do, a more commanding posi- 
tion among nations than at any former period, our 
duties and responsibilities to ourselves and to poste- 
rity are correspondingly increased. This will be the 
more obvious when we consider the vast additions 
which have been recently made to our territoria: 
possessions, and their great importance and value, 

Within less than tour years the annexation of 
Texas to the Union has been consummated; all 
cenflicting title tothe Oregon Territory south ofthe 


| forty-ninth degree of north latitude, being all that 


was insisted on by any of my predecessors, has been 
adjusted; and New Mexico and Upper California 
have been acquired by treaty. The area of these 
several Territories, according to a report carefully 
prepared by the Commissioner ofthe General Land 


| Office from the most authentic intormation in his 


possession, and which is herewith transmitted,con- 
tains one million one hundred and ninety-three 
thousand and sixty-one square miles, orseven hun- 


nary energy of these officers could have enabled | dred and sixty-three million five hundred and fifty- 
them tv provide the army at all points,and in pro-| nine thousand and forty acres; while the area of 
per season, with ali that was required for the most | the remaining twenty-nine States, and the territory 
ellicient service. not yet organized into States east of the Rocky 
Itis but an act of justice to declare, that the of- | mountains,contains two million filty-nine thousand 
ficeis iu charge of the severalexecutive bureaus,all | five hundred and thirteen square miles, or thirteen 
under the immediate eye and supervision of the; hundred and eighteen miitlion one hundred and 
Secretary of War, performed their respective duties | twenty-six thousand ard fifty-eight acres. 
with ability, energy, andetliciency. ‘hey have rhese estimates show that the territories recently 
reaped less of the glory of the war, not having been | acquired, and over which our exclusive jurisdic- 
personally exposed to its perils in batile, than their tion and dominion | ave been extended, constitute 
companions in arms; but without their forecast, er | 2 country more than half as large as all that which 
ficient aid and co-operation, those in the field would | Was held by the United States before their acqui- 
not have been provided with the ample means tiey | Sition. If Oregon be excluded from the estimate, 
possessed of achieving for themselves and their | there will still remain within the limits of Texas, 
country the unfading nonors which they have won | New Mexico, and California, eight hundred and 
tor both. fifty-one thousand five hundred and ninety-eight 
j §W ben all these facts are considered, it may cease | Square miles, or five hundred and forty-five million 
to be a matier of so much amazement abroad how | twelve thousand seven hundred and twenty acres ; | 
it happened that our noble army in Mexico, regu- | being an addition equal to more than one-third ot 
lars and volunteers, were victorious upon every , 4! the territory owned by the United States before | 
battle-tield, however fearful the odds against them, | their acquisition; and, including Oregon, nearly as 
The war with Mexico has thus fuily developed | great an extent of territory as the whole of Europe, | 
the capacity of republican governments to prose- | Russia only excepted. ‘The Mississippi, so lately | 
cute successfully a just and necessary foreign war the frontier of our country, is how ouly its centre. 
with all the vigor usually attributed to more arbi- | With the addition of the late acquisitions, the Uni- | 
trary furms of government. It has been usual for | ted States are now estimated to be nearly as large | 
writers on public law to impute torepublicsa want |@5 the whole of Europe. It is estimated by the 
of that unily, concentration of purpose, and vigour | superintendent of the coast survey, in the ac- 
ot execution, which are generally admitted to be- | CoMpanying report, that the extent of the seacoast | 
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New Mexico, though situated i aay 

without a seacoast, is known i aeee et and 
tile land, to abound in rich mines of the yo” 
metals, and to be capable of Sustaining a * eg 
pulation. From its position, itis the Ditstmes <a 
and connecting territory between our settlements 
and our possessions in ‘1 exas, and those on th Pa 
cific coast, ” 

Upper California, Irrespective of the vast mineral 
wealth, recently developed there, holds at this d 
in point of value and importance to the rest of t) 
Union, the same relation that Louisiana did wh ~ 
that fine territory was acquired from. France lort * 
five years ago. Extending nearly ten degrecs or 
latitude along the Pacific, and embracing the only 
safe and commodious harbors on that coast for any 
hundred miles, with a temperate climate, and an 
extensive interior of fertile lands, it is scarcely Doa- 
sible to estimate its wealth until it shall be brought 
under the government of our laws, and its resources 
fully developed. From its position, it must com. 
mand the rich commerce of China, of Asia, of the 
islands of the Pacilic, of Western Mexico, of Cen- 
tral America, the South American States, and of the 
Russian possessions bordering on that ocean. 

A great emporium will doubtless speedily arise 
on the California coast, which may be destined to 
rival inimportance New Orleans itself. The depot 
of the vast commerce which must exist on the Pa- 
cific, will probably be at some point on the bay of 
san Francisco, and will occupy the same relation 
to the whole western coast of that ocean, as New 
Orleans does to the valley of the Mississippi and 
the gult of Mexico. ‘lo this depot our numerous 
whaie ships will resort with their cargoes, to trade 
refit, and obtain supplies. This of itseif will largely 
contribute to build ‘up a city, which would soon 
become the centre of a great and rapidly increasing 
commerce. Situated on a safe harbor, sutliciently 
capacious for ail the navics as well as the marine 
of the world, and convenient to excellent timber 
for ship building, owned by the United States, it 
must become our great western naval depot. 

It was known that mines of the precious metals 
existed to a considerable extent in California at the 
time of its acquisition. Recent discoveries render 
it probable that these mines are more extensive and 
valuable than was anticipated. The accounts of 
the abundance of gold in that territory are of such 
an extraordinary Character as would scarcely com- 
mand beiiet were they not corroborated by the au- 
thentic reports of officers in the public service, who 
have Visited the mineral district, and derived the 
facts which they detail from personal observation, 
Reluctant to credit the reports in general circulation 
as to the quantity of gold, the officer commanding 
our forces in California, visited the mineral district 


a. 


long to the mouarchical and aristocratic torms; aud | Of Texas on the Gulf ot Mexico, is upwards of four | in July last, for the purpose of obtaining accurate 


tus feature of popular government has been sup- | hundred miles; of the coast of Upper California, | 
posed to display itself more particularly in the con- | 0M the Pacific, of nine hundred and seventy miles; | 
duct of a war carried on in an enemy’s territory. | @Pd of Oregon, including the Straits of Fuca, of | 
‘The war with Great Britain, in 1812, was toa great | $!X hundred and fifty miles; making the whole ex- 


information on the subject. His report to the War 
Department of the result of his examination, and 
the facts obtained on the spot, is herewith laid be- 
fore Congress. When he visited the country, there 


extent confined within our own limits, and shed | tent of seacoast on the Pacitic one thousand six were about four thousand persons engaged in COl- 
but little light on this subject. But the war which | hundred and twenty miles, and the whole extent} lecting gold. [here is every reason to believe that 


we have just closed by an honorable peace, evinces | 0 both the Pacific and the Gulf of Mexico two | 
beyond ail doubt that a popular represeniative go- | ousand and twenty miles. Jhe length of the | 
vesnment is equal toany emergency which is likely | CO@St on the Atlantic from the northern limits of | 





the number of persons so employed has since been 
augmented. The explorations already made war- 
raut the belief that the supply is very large, and 


to arise in the allairs ot a nation. | the United States, around the Capes of Florida to | that gold is tound at various places in an extensive 


The war with Mexico has developed most strik- | the Sabine, on the eastern boundary of Texas, is_ 
ingly aud conspicuously another feature in our in- | &S4mated to be three thousand one hundred miles; 


district of country. ‘ 
Intormation received from the officers of the na- 


sututions. Itis, that without cost to the govern- | s0 that the addition of seacoast, including Oregon, | Vy and other sources, though not so full and minute, 


ment or danger to our liberties, we have in the bo- | '§. Very nearly two~'hirds as great as all we possess-_ confirm the eccounts of the commander ofour wl 
som of our society of freemen, available in a just. ed before; and excluding Oregon, is an addition of itary force in California. It appears, also. yey t _ 
and necessary war, virtually a standing army of 0" thousand three hundred and seventy mules; | reports, that mines of quicksilver are to. nd int ? 
two mulions of armed citizen soldiers, such’ as | being nearly equal to one-half of the extent of coast | Vicinity of the gold region. One of them is nov 


tuught the battles of Mexico. | which we possessed before these acquisitions. We 


| 


being worked, and is beiieved to be among the most 


But our military strength does not consist alone | ave aow three great maritime fronts—on the At- | Productive in the world, 


in our capacity tur extended and successtul opera—_ Jautic, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Pacific—making 
tions on land. The navy is an important arm of |i2 the whole an extent of seacoast exceeding five 
the national defence. If the services of the navy | ‘tousand miles. This is the extent of the seacoast 
were not so brilliant as those of the army in the late | Of the United States, not including bays, sounds, 
war with Mexico, it was because they had no | and small irregularities of the main shore, and of 
enemy to meet on their own element. While the | the sea islands. If these be included, the length of 
army had oppurtunity of performing more conspi-| the Shore line of coast, as estimated by the super- 


cuous service, the navy largely participated in ihe _Intendent of the coast survey, in his report, would 


conduct of the war. Both branches of the service | ¥@ ‘hirty-three thousand and sixty-three miles. 

pertormed their whole duty to the country. For|, 1+ would be difficult to calculate the value of 
the able and gallant services of the officers and mer. | these immense additions to our territorial posses- 
of the navy—acting independently as well as in co- | 8100S. Texas lying contiguous to the western boun- 
operation with our troops—in the conquest of the | @@'Y of Louisiana, embracing within its limits a 
Califormias, the capture of Vera Cruz, and the sei- | P@'t of the navigable tributary waters of the Missis- 
zure and occupation of other important positions |S!PP!, and an extensive ———* could not long 
on the Gulf and Pacific coasts, the highest praise is |@¥@ Temained in the hands of a foreign power 
due. Their vigilance, energy,and skill rendered | without endangering the peace of our south western 


: ° . _ | i > ste i ; ; d : } 
the most effictive service in excluding munitions | frontier. Her products in the vicinity of the tribu- 


of war and other supplies from the enemy, while | ties of the Mississippi must have sought a market 
they secured a safe entrance tor abundant supplies | through these streams, running into and through 
for our own army. Our extended conrmerce was | 0U! territory; and the danger of irritation and colli- 


nowhere interrupted; and for this immunity from sion ofinterests between Texas as a foreign Siate | 


the evils of war, the country is indebted to the 2%4 ourselves would have been eminent, while the 


The effects produced by the discovery of there 
rich mineral deposites, and the success which has 
| attended the labors of those who have resocted to 
|them, have produced a surprising change in the 
| state of affairs in Califorma. Labor commands a 
'most exorbitant price, and all other pursuits but 
that of searching for the precious metals abandoned. 
Nearly the whole of the male population of the 
|country have goneto the gold district. Ships ar- 
riving on the coast are deserted by their crews, and 
their voyages suspended for want of sailors. Our 
commanding oflicer there entertains apprehensions 
that soldiers cannot be kept in the public service 
| without an increase of pay. Desertions in his com- 
| mand have become frequent, and he reccommends 
| that those who shall withstandthe strong tempta- 
tion, and remain faithful, should be rewarded. | 
This abundance of gold, and the all-engrossins 
| pursuit of it, have already caused in California an 
| unprecedented rise in the price of the necessaties 
of life. vail 
That we may the more speedily and fully ava 
| ourselves of the undeveloped wealth of these mines, 





navy. | embarrassments in the commercial intercourse be- itis deemed of vast importance that a branch o 


Hich praise is due to the officers of the severa] | ‘Ween them must have been constant and unavoid- 
nected with the service, all under the immediate | the influence and control of a strong maritime or 


the mint of the United States be authorized to be 
| established, at your present session, in Calilornia. 


| Among other signal advantages which would re- 


direc ate | military foreign power, as she might have done, | suit trom such an establishment would be that 0! 
Gauue, hoseigeipancieustapedlil asd cvetythins | these dangers would have been still greater. They | raising the gold to its par value in that vt abit 
was directed and furnished to give efficiency to have been avoided by her voluntary and peaceful | A branch mint of the United States at > SO ett 
that branch of the service. The same vigilance ex- | 222€Xation to the United States. Texas, from her | commercial depot on the west coast, ser ~ from 
isted in directing the operations of the navy, as of | Position, was a natural and almost indispensable into our own coin not only the: gold der 


. | part of our territories. Fortunately, she has been | 
mre eM : a hoodie of ake os pes yan ce ~ | restored to our country, and now constitutes one of | 
vice. By the orders which were from time to time | {"€ States of our confederacy, “upon an equal foot- | 
issued, our vessels of war on the Pacific and the | ‘08 with the original States.’ The salubrity of 
Gulf of Mexico were stationed in proper time and in | climate, the fertility of soil, poosmany seewies to 


proper positions to co-operate efliciently with the the production of some of our most valuable staple | 


army. By this meaus their combine commodities, and her commercial advantages, 
ays 4 ned power Was | must soon make her one of our most seme ad 
States. 


brought to bear successfully on the enemy. 


our own rich mines, but also the bullion and vat 
cie which our commerce may bring from the whe 
west coast of Central and South America. ; 
The west coast of America and the adjacent - 
terior embrace the richest and best mives of some 
co, New Grenada, Central America, Chili, and I ok 
The bullion and specie drawn from these countri¢ : 
and especially from those of Western Mexico an 
Peru,to an amount in value of many millions 
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lars, are now annually diverted and carried by the 
ships of Great Britain to her own ports, to be re- 
coined or used to sustain her National Bank, and 
thus contribute to increase her ability to command 
s) much of thecommerce of the world. Ifa branch 
mint be established at the great commercial point 
upon that coast, a vast amount of huljion and 
specie would fluw thither to be recoit.ed, and pass 
thence to New Orleans, New York, and other At- 
jlantic cities. The amount of our constitutional 
currency at home would be greatly increaseu, while 
its circulation abroad would be promoted. It is 
well known to our merchants trading to China and 
the West coast of America, that great inconveni- 
ence and loss are experienced from the fact that 
eur coins are not current at their par value in those 
countries. 

fhe powers of Europe, far removed from the 
west coust of America by the Atlantic ocean which 
intervenes, and by a tedious and dangerous navi- 
gation around the southern cape of the continent 
or America, can never successfully compete wiih 
the United States in the rica and extensive com- 
yerce which is opened io usat so muci less cost by 
the acquisition of California. 

[he vast importance and commercial advantages 
of Calitornia have heretofture remained unde veiup- 
edby the government of the country of which it 
constituted a part. Now that this fine province is 
a part of our country, all the States of she Union, 
sume more immediate and directly than others, are 
deeply interested in the speedy development of its 
wealth and resources. No section of vur country 
is more interested, or will be more benefited, than 
tue commercial, bavigating and mauutfacturing in- 
terests Of the Eastern States. Our planting and 
jaruuing interests in every part of the Union will be 
greatly benefited by it. As our commerce and 
pavigation are enlarged and extended, our exports 
of agricultural products and of manutactures will 
be increased; and in the new markets ihus opened, 
they cannot fail to command remunerating and 
profitable prices. 

‘he acquision of California and New Mexico, the 
settlement of the Oregon bouudary, and the aunexa- 
ton of Texas, extending to the Rio Grande, are 
results which, combined, are of greater conse- 
quence, and will add more te the strength and 
wealth of the nation, than any which have preceded 
them since the adoption of the coustitution. 

But to ellect these great results, not only Califor- 
nia, but New Mexicv, must be brought under the 
control of regularly organized goverumentse The 
exisung condition of Catiturmia, and of that part of 
New Mexico lying west of the Rio Grande, and 
wi.hout the limits of Lexas, imperiously demaud 
that Congress should, at its present session, organize 
territorial goverumenuts over them, 

Upon the exchange of ratifications of the treaty 
of peace with Mexico on the thirtieth of May lasi, 
the lemporary governments which had begu esta- 
biished over New Mexico and California by our 
iuibtary and naval Couimmanders, by virtue of te 
rights of war, ceased to derive auy obligatory turce 
icuin that source of authority; and baving been 


ceded to the United States, all goverament an . 


control over them uader the authority of Mex.co 
had ceased to exist. 

impressed with the necessity of establishing 
territorial governments over them, | recommenued 
tue subject to the favorable consideration of Con- 
gress ln My Message Communicating the ratilied 
treaty of peace, On the sixth of July last, and in- 
voked their action at that session. Congress ad- 
journed without making auy provision tor their 
government. The inhabitants, by the transfer ot 
their couatry, bad becoine entitled to the benefits 
ofour laws and constitution, and yet were left 
without any reguiarly organized government.— 
Since that time, the very limited power possessed 
by the Executive has been exercised to preserve 
and protect them from the inevitable couseg uences 
ola state ofanarchy. The only government which 
remained was that established by the military au- 
thority during the war. Regarding this tu be a de 
Jucto government, and that vy the presumed con- 
sent of the inhabitauts it might be continued tem- 
porarily, they were advised tv conform and submit 
io it fur the short intervening period before Con- 
gress would again assemble aud could legislate on 
the subject. ‘lhe views eutertained by the Execu- 
live on this point are contained in a commuuica- 
tion of the Secretary of State, dated the seventi of 
October last, whi 
\o California and New Mexico, a copy of which is 
herewith transmuited. 

The smail military force of the regular army, 
Which was serving Within the limits of the ac- 
quired territuries at the close of the war, was re- 
tained in them, and additional forces have been 
Ordered there for the protection of the inhabitants, 
uid to preserve and secure the rights and interests 
Ol the United Statas. 

No revenue has been or could be collected at the 
}‘2rts in Calitornia, because Congress failed to au- 
\uorize the establishment of custom—houses, or the 
appointment of officers for that purpose. 


The Secretary of the Treasury, by a circular let- 
ter addressed to collectors of the customs, on the 
seventh day of October last,a copy of which is 
herewith transmitted, exercised all the power with 
which he was invested by law. 

In pursuance of the act of the fourteenth of August 
last, extending the benefit of our post ottice laws to 


was furwarded for publication | 
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| 
| 
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tuority to make the necessary arrangements fui 
carrying its provisions into effect. 

The monthly jive of mail steamers from Panama 
to Astoria has beep required to “stop and delive: 
ano take mails at San Diego, Monterey, and Sau 
Francisco.” These mail sieainers, connected by tx 
isthmus Of Panama with the live of mail steamers 
on the Atlantic beuween New York and Chagres, 
willestablish a regular mail communication witu 
Califormia. 

It is our solemn duty to provide, with the least 
practicable delay, for New Mexico and Caiilornia, 
regularly organized territorial governments. ‘Tie 
causes of the iailure to do this at the last sessiou ol 
Congress are well known, and deeply to be regret- 
ted. With the opening prospects of iucreased pros- 
perity and national greatness which the acquisiuon 
of these rich and extensive territorial possessiviis 
aifords, how irrational it would be to iuvrego or to 
reject these advantages, by the agitation of a do- 
mestic Guestion which is cveval wiih the exist 
ence of vur government itself, and to endanger by 
internal strites, geographical divisions and ucated 
contests for political power, or for any other cause, 
the harmony of the glorious Union of vur coutedc- 
rated States; that Union which binds us together as 
one people, and which tor sixty years has been 
our shield and protection against every danger. Lu 
the eyes of the wurid aud of posterity, How trivial 
and insignificant will ve aid our interval divisious 
and struggles compared with the preservation oi 
this Unutou of the States in ail its vigor and with ail 
its countless blessings! 





No patriot would foment and excite geographical 
and sectional divisions. No lover ot his Couutry 
would deliberately calculate the value of the Union. 
Future generations would look in amazement upon 
the tolly of such a course. Other nations at the 
present day would look upon it with astonishment; 
and such of them as desire to inaluitain and perpe- 
tuate thrones and monarchicai or aristocraiical 
princtples, will view it with exuitation aud delight, 
because in it they will see the elemeuts of faction, 
which they hope must uilimately overturn our sys- 
tem. Ours is the great exampie of a, prosperous 
and tree self-governed republic, commanding the 
admiration aud the imitation of all the lovers ot 
treedom throughout the world. How solemn, there- 
tore,is the duty, how impressive tbe cali upon us 
and upon all parts of our country, to Cultivate a 
patriotic spirit of harmony, of good tellowship, ot 
cornmpromise and mutual Cuncess.on, in the adimin- 
istration of the incomparable system ot government 
furmed dy Our fathers In the midst of almost insu- 
perable difficuities, and transmitted to us, with the 
injunction that we should enjuy its blessings and 
hand it down unimpaired to those who may come 
after us! 

In view of the hizh and responsible duties which 
we owe to ourselves and to mankind, | trust you 
may be able, at your present session, to approach 
the adjustment of the only domestic question 
which seriously threatens, or probably ever can 
threaten, to disturb the harmony and successiul 
operation of our system. 

The immensely valuable possessions of New 
Mexico and California are already inhabited by a 
considerable pupulaion, Attracted by their great 
fertility, their mineral wealth, their commercial 


advantages and the salubrity of the climate, emi- | 


grants from the older states, in great numbers, are 
already preparing to seek new homes Ln the-:e invi- 
ting regions. 

Shall the dissimilarity of the domestic institutions 
in the different states prevent us from providing 
for them suitable governments! These institutuons 


| 
} 
| 


| 
| 
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existed at the adoption of the constitution, but the | 


obstacles Which they interposed was overcome by 
that spirit of compromise which is now inveked. 
In a conflict of Opinions or of interests, real or im- 
aginary, between different sections of our country, 


‘neither can justly demand all which it might ce- 


sire to obtain. Each, in the true spirit of our in- 
stitutions, should concede something to the other. 


Our gallant forces in the Mexican war, by whose! which they had gone in compromising this delicate 


patriotic and unparalleled deeds of arms we obtain: | 


ed these possessions as an indemnity for our just 
demands against Mexico, were com pused of citizens 
who belonged to no one State or section of our 
Union. They were men from slaveholding and non- 
slaveholding States, from the North and the South, 
trom the Eastand the West. They were all com- 


panions-in-arms and fellow-citizens of the same | 


| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
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and productions, in much the larger portion of it, 
itis certa n it could never exist; and in the re- 
mainder, the probabilities are it would not. But 
however this may be, the question, involving, as it 
does, a principle of equality of rights of the sepa- 
rate and several States, as equal co-partners in the 
coufederacy, should not be disregarded. 

In organizing governments over these Territo- 
ries, no duty imposed on Congress by the constitu- 
tion, requires that they shouid legislate on the sub- 
ject of slavery, while their power to do so is not 
only seriously qnestioned, but denied by many of 
the soundest ex pounders of that instrument, Whe- 
ther Congress shall legislate or not, the people of 
the acquired Territories, when assembled in con- 
vention to form State constitutions, will possess 
the sole and exclusive power to determine for them- 
selves whether slavery shall or shall not exist within 
their limits. 

If Congress should abstain from interfering with 
the question, the people of these territories will be 
left tree to adjust it as they may think proper when 
they apply for admission as States into the Union. 
No enactment of Congress could restrain the people 
of any of the sovereign States of the Union, old or 
new, north or south, slaveholding or non-slavehold- 
ing, from determining the character of their own 
demestic institutions as they may deem wise and 


| proper. Any and ail the States possess this right, 


and Congress canrot deprive them ofit. The peo- 
ple of Georgia might, if they chose, so alter their 
constitution as to abolish slavery within its limits; 
and the people of Vermont might so alter their 
constitution as toadmit slavery with'n its limits.— 
Both Siates would possess the right; though, as all 
know, it is not probable that either would exert it. 

It is tortunate fur the peace and harmony of the 
Union that this question is inits nature temporary, 
ani can only continue for the brief period which 
will intervene betore California and New Mexico 
may be admitted as States into the Union. Froin 
the tide of population now flowing into then, it is 
highly probable that this will soon occur. 

Considering the severa) States and the citizens of 
the several States as equals, and entitled to equal 
rights under the constitution, if this were an origi— 
nal question, it might well be insisted on that the 
principle of non-interference is the true doctrine, 
and that Congress could not, in the absence of any 
express grant of power, interfere with their relative 
rights. Upon a great emergency, however, and 
under menacing Gangers to the Union, the Missouri 
compromise line in respect to slavery was adopted. 
The same line was extended further westin the 
acquisition of Texas. After an acquiescence of 
nearly thirty years in the principle of compromise 
recognised and established by these acts, and to 
avoid the danger to the Union which might follow 
it it were now disregarded, | have heretofore ex- 
pressed the opinionthat that line of compromise 
should be extended on the parallel of thirty-six de- 
grees thirty minutes from the western boundary of 
Texas, where it now terminates, to the Pacitic 
ocean. This is the middle ground of compromise, 
upon which the different sections of the Union may 
meet, as they have beretofore met. If this be done, 
itis confidently believed a large majority of the 
people of every section of the country, however 
widely their abstract opinions on the subject of 
slavery may differ, would cheerfully and _ patrioti- 
cally acquiesce in i!, and peace and harmony would 
again fill our borders. 

The restriction north of the line was only yielded 
in the case of Missouri and lexas upon a principle 
of compromise, made necessary for the sake of pre- 
serving the harmony, and possibly the existence of 
the Union. 

lt was upon these considerotions that at the close 
of your last session, 1 gave my sanction to the prin. 
ciple of the Missouri compromise line, by approv- 
ing and signing the bill to establish “the Territorial 
government of Oregon.” From a sincere deeire to 
preserve the harmony of the Union, and in detfer- 
ence for the acts of my predecessors, I felt con- 
strained to yield my acquiesence to the extent to 


and dangerous qu: Stion. But if Congress shall now 
reverse the decision by which the Missouri com- 
promise was effected, and shall propose to extend 
the restricuon over the whole territory, south as 
well as north of the parallel of thirty-six degrees 
thirty minutes, it will cease to be a compromise,and 
must be regarded as an original question. 

If Congress, instead of observing the course of 


common country, engaged in the same common | non-interference, leaving the adoption of their own 


thren and friends, and shared alike with each other 


they return again to their homes, put off the habili- 
ments of war, take their places in society, and re- 


harmony and concession, and of equal regard for the 
rights of all and of allsections of the Union ought to 
prevail in providing governments fur the acquired 
territories—the fruits of their common service. The 
whole people of the U. Statesand of every State con- 
tributed to defray the expenses of that war; and it 
would not be just for any one section to exclude 
another from all participation in the acquired te) ri- 
tory. This would not be in conusonance with the 
just system of government which the framers of the 
constitution adopted. 

The question is believed to be rather abstract 
than practical, whether siavery ever can or wouid 





the people of California, the Postmaster General | exist in any portion of the acquired territory, even 


has appointed two agents, who have proceeded, the 
One to California, and the other to Oregon, with au- 


| if it were left to the option of the slaveholding 
States themselves. From the nature of the climate 


sume their pursuits in civil life, surely a spirit of 


cause. When prosecuting that war, they were bre-| domestic institutions to the people who may in- 


habit these Territories; or if,instead of extending the 


common toils, dangers, and sufferings. Now, when | Missouri compromise line to the Pacific, shail pre- 
their work is ended, when peace is restored, and | fer to submit the legal and constitutional questions 


which may arise to the decision of the judicial tri- 
bunals, as was proposed in a bill which passed the 
Senate at your last session, an adjustment may be 
effected in this mode. If the whole subject be re- 
ferred to the judiciary, all parts of the Union should 
cheerfully acquiesce in the final decision of the 
tribunal created by the constitution for the settle- 
ment of all questions which may arise under the 
constitution, treaties, and laws of the Uxited States. 

Congress is earnestly invoked, for the sake of the 
Union, its harmony, and our continued prosperity 
as a nation, to adjust at its present session this, the 
only dangerous question which lies in our path— 
if not in some One of the modes suggested, in some 
other which may be satisfactory. 

In anticipation of the establishment of regular 
governments over the acquired territories, a joint 
commission of officers of the army and navy has 
been ordered to proceed to the coast of California 
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and Oregon, for the purpose of making reconnois- 
sances and a report as to the proper sites for the 
erection of fortitications or other defensive works 
on land, and of suitable situations for naval stations. 
The information which may be expected from a 
scientific and skilful examination of the whole face 
of the coast will be eminently useful to Congress, 
when they come to consider the propriety of ma- 
king appropriations for those great national ob- 
jec.s. Proper defences on land will be necessary 
tor the security and protection of our possessions; 
and the establishment of navy yards, and a dock 
fur the repair and construction of vessels, will be 
important alike to our navy and commercial 
marine. Without such establishments, every ves- 
sel, whether of the navy or of the merchant ser- 
vice, requiring repair, must, at great expense, 
come round Cape Horn to one of our Ailantic 
yards for that purpose. Withsuch establishments, 
vessels, itis believed, may be built as cheaply in 
Californie as upon the Atlantic coast. They would 
give employment to many of our enterprising ship- 
builders and mechanics, and greatly tucilitate and 
enlarge our commerce in the Pacilic. 

As it is ascertained that mines of gold, silver, 
copper, and quicksilver exist in New Mexico and 
Caiiturnia, and that nearly all the lands where they 
are found belong to the United States, itis deemed 
important to the pubiic interests that provision be 
made for a geological and mineralogical examina- 
tion of these regions. Measures should be adopted 
t» preserve the mineral lands, especially such as 
coutain the precious metals, for the use of the 
United States; or if brought into market, to sepa 
rate them from the farming lands, and dispose of 
them in such manner as to secur: a large returnof 
mouey to the treasury, and at the same time lead 
tothe development of their wealth by individual 
proprietors and purchasers. Todo this, it will be 
necessary to provide furan immediate survey and 
location of the lots. If Congres sshou d deem it 
proper to dispose of the mineral lands, they should 
be sold insimall quantities, and ata fixed minimum 
price. 

. I recommened that surveyor generals’ offices be 
authorized to be established in New Mexico and 
Calitornia, and provision made four surveying and 
bringing the pudlic landsinto market at the earliest 
practicavie period. [nu disposing ot these lands, I re- 
commend that the right of pre-emption be secured, 
and liberal grants made to the early emigrants who 
have settled or may settle upon them. 

It will be important to extead our revenue laws 
over these Territories, and especially over Califor- 
nia,at an early period. ‘There is already a consi- 
derable commerce with Calitornia; and until ports 
of entry shall be established and collectors appoint- 
ed, no revenue can be received. 

If these aod other necessary and proper measures 
be adopted for the development of the wealth and 
resuurces of New Mexico and California,and regular 
‘Territorial goveruments be established over them, 
such will probably be the rapid enlargement of our 
commerce and navigation, and such tue addition to 
the national wealth, that the present generation 
may live to witness the controlling commercial and 
monetary power of the world transferred from 
London and other European emporiums to the city 
of New York. 

The apprehebsions which were entertained by 
some of vur statesmen, in the earlier periods of the 
government, that our system was incapable of ope: 
rating with suflicient energy and success over 
largety extended territorial limits, and that if this 
were atiempted, it would tall to pieces of its own 
weakness, have been dissipated by our experience. 
By the division of power between the States and 
federal government, the latter is found to operate 
with as much energy in the extremes as in thecen- 
tre. It is as efficieut in the remotest of the thirty 
States which now compose the Union, as it Was in 
the thirteen States which formed our constitution, 
Indeed, it may well be doubted, whether, if our 

reseat population had been confined within the 
fimite of the original thirteen States, the tendencies 
to centralization and consolidation would not have 
been such as to have encroached upon the essential 
reserved rights of the States, and thus to have made 
the federai government a widely different one, 
practically, from what itis in theory, and was in- 
tended to be by its framers. So far from enter- 
taining apprehensions of the safety of our system | 
by the extension of our territory, the belief is couti- | 
dently entertained that each new State gives | 
strength and an additional guaranty for the preser- 
vatiou of the Union itself. 

In pursuance of the provisions of the thirteenth | 
article of the treaty of peace, friendship, limits,and | 
settlement, with the rdpublic of Mexico, and of the | 
act of July the twenty-ninth, 1548, claims of our | 


citizens which had been “already liquidated aud | compensation for the country which had been taken 
decided agaimst the Mexican republic,” amounting, | possession of by our citizens, would have satistied | 





Within oue year after that time, the commissioner 
and surveyor which each goverament stipulates to 
appoint, are required to meet “at the port of San 
Diego, aud proceed to run and mark the_said boun- 
dary in its whole course to the mouth of the Ro 
del Norte.” it will be seen trom this provision, 
that the period within which a commissioner and 
surveyor of the respective governments are to meet 
at Sam Diego, will expire on the thirtieth of May, 
1849. Congress, at the close of its last session, made 
au appropriation for ‘the expenses of runuing and 
marking the boundary line” between the two coun- 
tries, but did not fix the amount of salary wiici 
suould be paid to the commissioner and surveyor 
to be appointed On the part of the Uutied States. 
It is desirable that the amount of compensation 
which they shall receive savuld be prescribed by 
law, and not leit, as at preseut, to Executive dis- 
cretuon. 

Measures were adopted at the earliest practicable 
period to organize the “Territorial goverument of 
Oregon,” as autuorized by the act of the lourteenth 
vt August last. ‘he governor and marshal of the 
Tecritury, accompanied by a smail military escort, 
lett the trontier of Missouriin September last, and 
took the southern route, by the way of Santa Fe 
and the river Gila, to California, with the intention 
of proceeding thence in une of our vessels of war to 
their destination. ‘lhe goveruur was tuily advised 
of the great importance Of bis early arrival in the 
country, and it is Cunficentiy believed that he may 
reach Oregon in the latter partof the present month 
or early in the next. ‘Ine other vilicers tor the 
Territury have proceeded by sea. 

in the month of May last, | communicated infor- 
mation to Congress that au indian war had broken 
out in Oregon, and recuiumended that autiority be 
giveu to raise an adequate number of volunteers tw 
proceed without celay to the assistance of our tel- 
low citizeps mm that LTerritury. he authority to 
raise such a force not having been granted by Cuon- 
gress, @ Ssvon as their services Could be dispensed 
with un Mexico, orders were issued to he regiment 
of mounted riflemen to proceed to Jefferson Bar- 
racks, In MirSuuri, and lo prepare to march for O:e- 
¥ON aS 800M aS tNe necessary provisions Could de 
made, Shortly before it was ready lo march, it was 
arrested by the provisions of the act passed by Cun- 
gress on tie last day of the Jast ressiuu, which 
ulrected that ali the noncommissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates of that regiment, Wao bad 
beeu in service in Mexico, should, upuu their ap- 
plication, be entitled to be discharged. ‘The eth ct 
vi this provision was to disband the rank aad file Oi 
the regiment; and velore their piaces could be lLiiled 
by recrulis, the season had so far advanced that it 
Was impracticable to proceed until tue opeuing of 
tie NeXt Spring. 

In the munth of October last, the accompanying 
communication was received from the governor vi 
the teusporary government of Oregon, giving intor- 
mation of the Continuance of the Ludiau disturban- 
ces, and of the destitution and delenceless coudi- 
tion of tue inhabitants. Orders were unmediately 
transmitted to the commander of our squadron it 
the Pacitic, to despatcii tu their assistance a partof 
the naval furces ou Lihat station, to furnish them with 
aris and ammunition,and to continue to give them 
such aid and protection as the navy couid afford, 
unul the army could reach the country. 


It is the policy of humanity, and one which has 
always been pursued by the United Siates, to cul- 
livate the good wiil of the aborigimal trives uf this 
continent, and to restrain them irom making war, 
and indulging im excesses, by miid meaus, rather 
than by force. ‘hat this could have Deen done with 
the tribes in Oregon, bad that ‘Lerritory been 
brought under the government of our laws at an 
earlier period, aud had suitable measures been 
adopt. d by Cungress, such as NOW eXist In Our in- 
tercourse Wi: the other Indian tribes within vur 
limits, Cannot be doubted. ladeed, the iunmediate 
and only cause of the eXisting hosulity of the ln- 
dians of Oregonis represented to have been, the 
long delay of the United States im making to ihein 
sowie trifling Compensation, in such arucks as they 
wanted, tur the Cuuutry now occupied by our emi- 





Mexico-took place on the thiertieth of May, 1848. |}sam be appropriated to enable 





grants, which the ludians claimed, and over which 
they formerly roamed, ‘Lhis cumpensation had | 
been promised to them by the temporary govern- | 
ment established in Oregon, but its fulfilment had | 
been postpoued trom time to time, fur neariy two | 
years, whiist those who made it had been av xivusly | 
Waiting for Congress to establish a tersitorial gove | 
erument over the country. The ludians became at | 
i.ngth distrustiul of their good faith, and suught | 
redress by plunder and wassacre, which finaily ied | 
lo the present diihculties, | 

A tew thousand dollars in suitable presents, as a 





with the mterest thereon, to two million twenty- | ihe Lowians, aud bave prevented te war. A small | 


three thousand eight bundred and tuirty-two dol- 
Jars and filty-one cents, have been liquidated and 


paid. There remain to be paid of these claims, | 


seventy-four thousand one hundred and ninety- 
two dvilars and twenty-six cents. 


Congress at its last session having made no pro- 
vision for executing the fifteenth article of the 
treaty, by which the United States assume to make 
satistaction for the “unliquidated claims” of our 
citizens against Mexico, to “anamount not exceed- 
ing three and a quarter millions of dollars,” the 
subject is again recommended to your favorable 
consideration. 

The exchange of ratifications of the treaty with 


-amouut properly distributed, it is confidently be-| 
\ lieved, would soon restore quiet. In tunis lndian 
warour fellow-citizens of Oregon have becn com- 
| pelied to take the neid in their own defence, have 
| performed valuable military services, and brea sub- 
| jected to expenses which have fallen heavily upon 
‘them. Justice damands that provision should be 
'made by Congress to compensate them for their 
services, and to refund to them the necessary ex- 
penses which they have incurred. 

I repeat the recommendation heretofore made to | 
Congress, that provision be made ior the appuint- | 





ment of a suitable number of Indian agents tu re- | Such during the past year as fully to meet the pu 


side among the tribes of Oregon, and tuata small! 





ce 


1 these a ‘ 
livate friendly relations with them. Wanton. 


the presence of a small military force will be 
: : al 
- tpn to keep them in check,and Setteove 

I recommend that similar provisio 
regards the tribes inhabiting Bortheen a eng re 
Mexico, California, and the extensive region lying 
between our settlemenis in Mis-ouri and ihese } te 
sessions, as the most effecuve means of preeervin, 
peace upon our borders, and withm the recently 
acquired territories. y 

«he Secretary of the Treasury will present in his 
annual report a highly satisfactory statement of the 
condition of the finances. 

_ The imports for the fiscal year ending on the thir- 
tieth of June last were of the value of one hundred 
and fifty-four million nine hundred and seventy-sey- 
en thousand eight hundred and seventy-six doliars:o f 
which the amount exported was twenty-cne million 
one hundred and twenty-eight thousand and ten 
dollars, leaving one hundred and thirty-three million 
eight huodred and forty nine thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-six dollars iu the country for domes- 
lic use, s 

Tte value of the exports for the same period was 
one hundred and fifty-four million thirty-two thou- 
sand one hundred and thirty-one dollars, consisting 
of domestic productions amounting to one hundred 
aud thirty-two million nine hundred and tour thou- 
sand one hundred and twenty-one dollars, and 
twenty-one million one hundred and twenty-eight 
thousand and ten dollars of foreign articles. 

‘The receipts into the treasury tor the same period, 
exclusive of loans, amounted to thirty-five million 
four bundred and thirty-six thousand seven hundred 
and fifty dollars and fifty-nine cents; of which there 
was derived from customs thirt)-one million seven 
hundred and fifty-seven thousand and seventy dol- 
lars and ninety-six cents; from sales of public lands, 
three million three hundred aud twenty-eight thou- 
sand six hundred and forty-two dollars and fifly six 
cents; and from miscellaneous and incidental sour- 
ces, three hundred and fifi y-one thousand and thirty. 
seven dollars and seven cents. 

It will be perceived that the revenue from cus- 
toms for the las: fiscal year exceeded vy seven hun- 
dred and fifiy-seven thousand and seventy dollars 
and ninety-six cents the ertimate of the Secreta: y 
ot the Treasury im his last annual report; and that 
the aggregate receiptsduring the same period from 
| customs, lands, aud miscellaneous sources, aiso ex- 
| ceeded the estimate by the sum of five buiudred and 
| thirty-six thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars 
/and fifiy nine cents—indicating, however, a very 

near approach in the estimate to the ac‘ual resull. 

The expendit: res during the fiscal year ending 
| on the thirtieth ot June last, including those tor ihe 
| war, and exclusive of payments of principal and 
) Interest for the public debt, were forty-two million 
jeight hundred and eleven thousand nine hundred 
and seventy dollars and three cents. 

It is estimated that the receipts into the treasury 
for the fiscal year ending on the thirtieth of June, 
1849, including the balance in the treasury on the 
first of July last, will amount to the suin of filly- 
seven million forty-eight thousand nine hundred 
and sixty nine doilars and ninety cents; of which 
thirty-two millions of dollars, it is estimated, will 
be derived from customs; three millions of dollars 
from the sales of the public lands; and one million 
two hunvred thousand dollars trom miscellaneous 
and incidental sources, including the premium 
upon the loan, and the amount paid and to be paid 
into the treasury on account of military contribu- 
tions in Mexico, and the sales of arms. and vessels 
and other public property, rendered unnecessary 
for the use of the government by the termination 
of the war; and twenty million six bundred and 
ninety-five thousand four hundred and thirty-five 
dollars and thirty cents from loans already nego- 
tiated, including treasury notes funded, which, to- 
gether with the balance in the treasury on the first 
of July last, make the sum estimated, 

The expenditures fur the same period, including 
the necessery payment on accuunt of the principa! 
and interest of the public debt, and the principal 
aud interest of the tirst instalment due tou Mexico 
on the thirtieth of May next, and other expenui- 
tures growing out of the war, to be paid during the 
present year, willamount, including the reimburse- 
ment of treasury notes, to the sum of fifty-four 
million ove hundred and ninety-five thousand two 
hundred and seventy five doilags and six cents; 
leaving an estimated balance in the treasury on 
the first ot July, 1849, of two million eight hundred 
and fifty-three thousand six hundred and ninety- 
tour dollars and eiphty-four cents. 

The Secretary of the Treasury will present, as re- 
quired by law, the estimate of the receipts and eXx- 
penditures for the next fiscal year. The expendl- 
tures as estimated fur that year are thirty-three mil- 
lion two hundred and thirteen thousand one hundred 
and fifiy-two doliars and seventy-three cents. 1- 


> New 








cluding three million seven hundred and ninety- 


nine thousand one hundred and two dollars and 
eighteen cents for the interest on the public debt, 
and three million five hundred and forty thousand 
dollars forthe principaland interest due to Mexico 
on the thirtieta of May, 1850; leaving the sum of 
twenty-five million eight hundred and seventy- 
four thousand and fifty dollars and thirty-five cents; 
which, it is believed, will be ample for the ordinary 
peace expenditures, 

The operations of the tariff act of 1846 have ee 


lic expectation, and to confirm the opinion hereto- 
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fore expressed of the wisdom of the change in our | 
revenue system which was eflecied by it. The 
receipts under it into the-treasury for the first fiscal 
year after its enactment exceeded by the sum of 
five millions forty four thousand four hundred and 
three dollars and nine cents the amount collected 
during the last fiscal year under the tariff act of 
1942, ending the thirtieth of June, 1846. The total 
revenue realized from the commencement of its 
operation, on the first of December, 1946, until the 
close of the last quarter, on the thirtieth of Septem - 
ber last, being twenty two months, was filty six 
million six hundred and fifty four thousand five 
hundred and sixty three dollars and seventy nine 
cents—being a much larger sum than was ever 
before received from duties during any equal pe— 
yiod under the tariff acts of 1824, 1828, 1832, and 
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absence of this system, have been made the basis 


,of augmented bank paper issues, probably to an 


amount not less than sixty or severity millions of 
dollars, producing, as an inevitable comsequence oi 
an inflated currency, extravagant prices for a time, 
and wild speculation, which must have been follow- 
ed,on the reflux to Europe, the succeeding year,of so 
much of that specie, by the prostration of the busi- 
ness of the country, the suspension of the banks, 
and most’ extensive bankruptcies. Occurring, as 
this would have done, at a period when the country 
was engaged in a foreign war; when cénsiderable 
loans of specie were required for distant disburse- 
ments, and when the banks, the fiscal agents of the 
government, and the depositories of its money, were 
suspended, the public credit must have sunk, and 





1912. Whilst by the repeal of highly protective | 
and prohibitory duties the revepue has been in-| 


many millions ot dollars, as was the case during the 


' war of 1812, must have been sacrificed in discounts 


creased, the taxes on the people have been dimin-, UP loans, and upon the depreciated paper cur- 


isued. They have been relieved from the heavy) 
amounts with which they were burdened under | 
former laws in the form of increased prices or | 
bounties, paid to favored classes and pursuits. 


rency which the government would hav2 been 
com pelled to use. 

Uuder the operations of the constitutional trea- 
sury, not a dollar bas been lost by the depreciation 


The predictions which were made, that the tariff ofthe currency. The loans required to prosecute 


act of 1846 would reduce the amount of revenue | 
below that collected under the act of iS4z, aid 
would prostrate tue Dusiuess aud desiroy the pros- 
perity of the country, have not been verified. With 
an increased and increasing revenue, the finances 
are in a highly flourishing condition. Agriculture, 
commerce, and navigation, are prosperous; the 
prices of manufactured fabrics, and of other pro- 
ducts, are much less injuriously aflected than was 
to have been anticipated, from the unprecedented 
revulsions, which, during the last and the present 
year, have overwhelmed the industry and paralyz- 
ed the credit and commerce of so many great and 
enlightened nations of Europe. 


the war with Mexico were negotiated by the Secre- 


| tary of the treasury above par, realizing a large 


premium to the government. The restraining 
‘ffect of the system upon the tendencies to exces- 
sive paper issues by banks has saved the govern- 
ment from heavy losses, and thousands of our 
business men from bankruptcy and ruin. The 
wisdom of the system has been tested, by the ex pe- 
rience of the last two years; aid it is the dictate of 
sound policy that it should remain undisturbed. 
The modifications in some of the details of this 
measure, Involving none of its essential principles, 
heretofore recominended, are again presented for 
your favorable cons:deration. 

In my message of the sixth of July last, trans- 





Severe commercial revulsions abroad have al- 
ways heretofore operated to depress, and often to 
aflect disastrously, almost every brauch of American 
industry. The temporary depression of a portion | 
of our manufacturing iuterests is the effect of for- 
eigh causes, and is far less severe than bas prevail- 
ed on all former similar occasions. 

It is believed that, looking to the great aggregate 
of all our interests, the whole country Was lever | 
more prosperous than at the present period, and 
never more rapidly advancing in wealth and popu- 
Jation. Neither the foreign war in which we have 
been involved, nor the loans which have absorved 
so large a portion of our capital, nor the commer- 
cial revulsion in Great Britain in 1847, nor the pa- | 
ralysis of credit andcommerce througaout Europe | 
in 1848, have affected injuriously to any considera— | 
ble extent any of the great interests of the country, | 
or arrested our Onward imarch to greainess, wealta | 
and power. 

Had the disturbances in Europe not occurred 
our commerce would undoubtedly have been still 
more extended, and would have added s'ill more to 
the national wealth and public prosperity. But not- 
Withstanding these disturbances, the operations of 
ine revenue system established by the tariff act of 
1846 have been so generally beneficial LO Lie RUvers © 
ment and the business of the country, that no | 
change in its provisions is demanded by_a wise | 
public policy, aud none is recommeuded. 

The operations of the coustitutional treasury | 
established by the act of the sixth of August, 1546, | 
in the receipt, custody, and disbursement of the, 
public money, have contiinued to be successful.— | 
Under this system the public finances have been | 
carried through a foreigu war, involving the neces- | 
sity of loans and eXtraurdimary expenditures, road 
requiring distant transieis and disbursements, with- 
out embarrassment, and no loss has occurred of any | 
of the public money deposited under its provisicus. | 

Whilst it has proved to be safe and useful to the) 
government, its effects have been most beneficial | 
upon the business of the country. It has tended | 
powerfully to secure an exemption from that infla- | 
tion and fluctuation of the paper currency, so 1pju- 
rious to domestic inaustry, aud rendering so uncer- 
tain the rewards of labor, and it is believed has 
largely contributed to preserve the whole country | 
from a serious commercial revulsion, such as oiten 
occurred under the bank deposite system. In the 
year 1847 there was a revulsion in the business of 
Great Britain of great extent and intensity, which 
was followed by tailures in that kingdom unprece- 
dented in number and amount of losses. ‘Lhis 1s 


mitting to Congress the ratified treaty of peace wit 
Mexicu, | recommended the adoption of measures 
for the speedy payment of the public debt. In reit- 


erating that recommendation, I refer you to the con- 


s deralious presented in that message in its support. 


|The pubiic debi, including that authorized to be 
, negotiated, in pursuance of existing laws, and in- 


cluding treasury notes, amounted at that time to 


(sixty-five million seven hundred and seventy-eight 


thousand four hundred aud fifty dollars and forty- 
one cents. 


| Funded stock of the United States, amounting to 


about halfa miliion of dollars, has been purchased, 
as authorized by law, since that period, and the 
public debt has thus been reduced; the details o1 
which will be presented in the annual report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The estimates of expenditures for the next fiscal 


year, submitted by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
it is believed will be ample for all necessary purpo- 


ses. Ifthe appropriations made by Congress shal 
not exceed the amount estimated, the means in the 








treasury will be sufficient to defray ail the expenses | 


of the government; to pay off the next instalment of 
three millions of dollars to Mexico, which will fall 
due on the thirtieth of Nay next; and stilla con- 
siderable surplus will remain, which should be a, - 
plied to the further purchase ofthe public stock and 
reduction of the debt. Should enlarged appropria- 
tions be made, the necessary consequence will ve to 
postpone the payment of the debt. Though our 
debt, as compared with that of most other nations, is 
smali, it is our true policy, and in harmony with the 
genius of our institutions, that we should present to 
the worid the rare spectacle of a great republic, 
possessing vast resources and wealth, wholly ex- 
empt from public indebtedness. This would add 
still more to our strength, and ‘give to us astill 
more commanding position among the nations of 
the earth. 

The public expenditures should be economical, 
and be confined to such necessary objects as are 
clearly within the powers of Congress. All such 
as are noBabsolutely demanded should be postpon- 
ed, and the payment ofthe public debt at the ear- 
liest practicable period should be acardinal princi- 
ple of our public policy. 

For the reason assigned in my last annual mes- 
sage, lrepeatthe recommendation that a branch of 
the mint of the United States be established at the 
city of New York. The importance of this mea- 
sure is greatly increased by the acquisition of the 
rich mines of the precious metals in New Mexico 





believed to be the tirst instance when such disas- 
trous bankruptcies, occuring in a country with 
which we havesuch extensive commerce, produced 
little or no injurious eflect upon our trade or cur- 
rency. We remained but little affected in our 
money market, and our business and industry were 
sull prosperous and progressive, , 
~.Uuring the present year, nearly the whole conti- 
nent of Europe has been convulsed by civil war 
and revolutions, atlended by numerous bankrupt- 
cles, by an unprecedented fall in their public secu- 
ritics, and an almost unrversel paralysis of com- 
inerce and industry; and yet, although our trade 
and the prices of our products must have been 
somewhat untavorably atlected by these causes, we 
have escaped a revulsion, our money market is 
comparatively easy, and public and private credit 
have advanced and improved. 

It is confidently believed that we have been saved 
from their effect by the salutary operation of the 
constitutional treasury. It is certain, that if the 
twenty four millions of specie imported into the 
cOuntry during the fiscal year, ending on the thir- 
lieth ot June, 1847, had gone into the banks, as to a 
steat extent it must have done, it would, in the 





and California, and especially in the latter. 

I repeat the recommendation, heretofore made, 
in favor of the graduation and reduction of the 
| price of such of the public lands as have been long 
| offered in the market, and have remained unsold, 
/andin favor of extending the rights of pre-emption 
to actual settlers on the unsurveyed as well as the 
surveyed lands. 

The condition and operations of the army, and the 
state of other branches of the public service under 
the supervision of the War Department, are satis- 


the Secretary of War. 

On the return of peace, our ferces were with- 
drawn from Mexico, and the volunteers and thai 
portion of the regular army engaged for the war 
were disbanded. Orders have been issued for sta- 
tioning the forcesof our permanent establishment 
at various positions in our extended country, where 
troops may be required. Owing to the remoteness 
of some of these positions, the detachments have not 
_yet reached theirdestination. Notwithstanding the 
| extension of the limits of cur country and the forces 
required in the new territories, it is confidently be- 
lieved that our present military establishment is 





factorily presented in the accompanying report of 








e 
sufficient for all exigencies, so longas our peaceful 
relations remain undisturbed. 

Of the amount of military contributions collected 
in Mexico, the sum of seven hundred and sixty 
nine thousand six hundred and fitty dollars was 
applied towards the payment of the first instalment 
due under the treaty with Mexico. The further 
tum of three hundred and forty six thousand three 
hundred and sixty nine dollars and thirty cents has 
been paid into the treasury,and unexpended bal- 
ances still remain in the hands of. disbursing ofli- 
cers and those who were engaged in tbe collection 
of these moneys. After the proclamation of peace, 
no further disbursements were made of any unex- 
pended moneys arising trom this source. ‘i he bal- 
ances On hand were directed to be paid into the 
treasury,and individual claims on the fund will 
remain unadjusted until Congress shall authorize 
their settlement and payment. These claims are 
not considerable in number or amount. 

1 recommend to your favorable consideration the 
suggestions of the Secretary of Warand the Secre- 
tary of the Navy in regard to legislation on this 
subject. 

Our Indian relations are presented in a most fa- 
vorable view in the report from the War Depart- 
ment. The wisdom of our policy in regard to the 
tribes within our limils, is clearly manifested by 
their improved and rapidly improving condition. 

A most important treaty with the Menomonies 
has been recently negotiated by the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs in person, by which all their land 
in the State of Wisconsin—bdeing about four mil- 
lions of acres, has been ceded to the United States, 
This treaty will be submitted tothe Senate for rati- 
fication at an early period of your present session. 

Within the last tour years, eight important trea- 
ties have been negotiated with different Indian 
tribes, and ata cost o! one million eight hundred 
and forty-two thousand dollars; Indian lands to the 
amount of more thaneighteen million five hundred 
thousand acres have been ceded to the United States; 
and provision has been made for settling in the 
country west of the Mississippi the tribes which 
occupied this large extent of the public domain. 
The ttle to all the Indian lands within the several 
States of our Union, with the exception of a few 
small reservations, is now extinguished, and a vast 
region opened tor settlement and cultivation. 

The accompanying report of the Secretary of the 
Navy gives a satisfactory exhibit of the operations 
and condition of that branch of the public service. 

A oumber of small vessels suitabie for entering 
the mouths of rivers were judiciousiy purchased 
during the war, and gave great eificiency to the 
squadron in the Gulf of Mexico. On the return of 
peace, whet no longer valuable for naval purposes, 
and liable to constant deterioration, they were sold, 
and the money placed in the treasury. 

The number of men io the naval service authori- 
zed by law during the war, has been reduced by 
discharges below the maximum fixed for the peace 
establishment. Adequate squadrons are maintain— 
ed in the several quarters of the globe where expe- 
rience has shbowu their services may be most usefully 
employed; and the naval service was never in a 
coudition of higher discipline or greater efliciency, 

I invite attention to the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Navy on the subject of the marine 
corps. The reduction of the corps at the end of the 
war required that four officers of each of the three 
lower yrades should be dropped from the rolis. A 
ooard of oflicers made the selection; and those de- 
signated were necessarily dismissed, but without 
any legal fault. I concur in opinion with the Se- 
cretary, that the service woulda be improved by re- 
ducing the number of landsmen, and increasing the 
marines. Such a measure would justify an increase 
of the number of officers to the extent of the reduc- 
tion by dismissal, and still the corps would have 
tewer officers than a corresponding number of men 
in the army. 

Tue contracts for the transportation of the mail in 
steamships convertible into war-steamers, promise 
to realize all the benetits to our commerce and to the 
navy which were anticipated. The first steamer 
thus secured tothe government was launched in 
January, 1847. There are now seven; and in 
another year there will, probably, be not less than 
seventeen afloat. While this great national ad- 
vantage is secured, our social and commerc.al in- 
tercourse is increased aud promoted with Germany, 
Great Britain, and other paris otf Europe, with ail 
ihe countries on the West Coast of our continent, 
especially with Oregon and California, and between 
the northern and southern sections of the United 
States. Considerable revenue may be expected 
from postages; but the connected line from New 
York to Chagress, and thence across the isthmus to 
Oregon, cannot tail to exert a beveficial influence, 
not now to be estimated, onthe iuterests of the man- 
ufaciures, commerce, navigation, and currency of 
the Un:ted States. As an important part of the sys- 
tem, Irecommend to your favorable consideration 
the establishment of the proposed line of steamers 
between New Orleansand Vera Cruz. it promises 
the most happy resulis in ,cementing friendship be- 
tween the two republics, and in exteuding reciprocal 
benefits to the trade and manufactures of boih. 

The report of the Postmaster General will make 
known to you the operations of that department 
for the past year. 

It is gratitying to find the revenues of the depart- 
ment, under the retes of postage now established 
by law, so rapidly increasing. The gross amount 
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of postages during the last fiscal year am unted to 
four million three hundred and seventy one thou- 
sand and seventy seven dollars, exceeding the an- 
nual average received for the nine years immedi— 
ately preceding the passage of the act of the third 
of March, 1845, by the sum of six thousand four 
hundred and fifty three dollars, and exceeding the 
amount received fur the year ending the thirtieth 
of June, 1647, by the sum of four hundred and 
twenty five thousand one hundred and eighty four 
dollars. : 

The expenditures forthe year, excluding the sum 
of ninety-four thousand six hundred and seventy- 
two doilars, allowed by Congress at its last session 


to individual claimants, aad including the sum of 


one hundred thousand five hundred dollars paid for 
the services of the line ofsteamers between Bremen 
and New York, amounted to four millions one 
hundred and ninety-eight thousand eigh! hundred 
and furty-five dollars, which is less than the annual 


average fur the nine years previous to the act of 


1845, by three hundred thousand seven hundred 
and forty-eight dollars. 

The mail routes, on the thirtieth day of June last, 
were one hundred and sixty-three thousand two 
hundred and eight miles in extent—being an 
increase during the last year of nine thousand three 
hundred and ninety miles. The mails were trans- 
ported over them, during the same time, forty-one 
million twelve thousand five hundred and severity- 
nine miles; making an increase of transportation 
for the year of two million one hundred and 
twenty-four thousand six hundred and eighty 
miles, whilst the expense was less than that of the 
previous year by four thousand two hundred and 
thirty-tive dollars. 

‘The increase in the mail transportation within 
the last three years has been five miilious three 
hundred and seventy eight thousand three hundred 
and ten miles, whilst the expenses were reduced 
four bundred and fifty six thousand seven hundred 
aud thirty eight dollars—making an increase of 
service at the rate of fitteen per cent., and a reduc- 
tion in the expenses of more than fifteen per cent. 

During the past year there have been employed, 
under contracts with the Post Office Department, 
twoocean steamers in conveying the mails monthly 
between New York and Bremen, and one, since 
October last, perfurming semi-monthly service be- 
tween Charleston and Havana; and a contract has 
been made for the transportation of the Pacific 
mails across the isthmus trom Chagres to Panama. 

Under the authority given to the Secretary of the 
Navy, three ocean steamers have been constructed 
and sent to the Pacific, and are expected to enter 
upon the mail service between Panama and Oregon, 
and the intermediate ports, on the first of January 
next, and a fourth has been engaged by him for the 
servicc between Havana and Chagres; so that a 
regular monthly mail line will be kept up after 
that time between the United States and our terri- 
tories on the Pacific. 

Notwithstanding this greatincrease in the mail 
service, should the revenuecontinue to increase the 
present year as it did in the jast, there wiil be re- 
ceived near fuur hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
more than the expenditures. 

These considerations have satisfied the Postmas- 
ter General that with certain modifications of the 
act of 1845, the revenue may be still further in- 
creased, and a reduction of postages made to a uni- 
form rate of five cents, without an interference with 
the principle, which has been constantly and pro- 
perly enforced, of making that department sustain 
itself. 

A well digested cheap postage system is the best 
means of dilfusing intelligence among the people, 
and is of so much importance in a country so ex- 
tensive as that of the United States, that I recom- 
mend to your favorable consideration the sugges- 
tions ofthe Postmaster Generai for its improvement. 

Nothing can retard the onward progress of our 
country, and prevent us from assuming and main- 
taining the first rank among nations, but a disre- 
gard of the experience of the past, anda recurrence 
to an unwise public policy. We have jus tclosed a 
foreign war by an honorable peace—a war rendered 
necessary and unavoidable in vindication of the na- 
tional rights and honor. 
the country is similar in some respects to that 
which existed immediately atter the close of the war 
with Great Britain in 1815, and the occasion 1s 
deemed to bea proper one to take a retrospect of the 
measures of public policy which followed that war. 
There was at that period of our history a departure 
from our earlier policy. The enlargement of the 
powers of the federal government by construction, 
which obtained, was not warranted by any just in- 
terpretation of the constitution. A few years after 
the close ofthat war, aseries of Measures was adopt- 
ed which, united and combined, constituted what 
was termed by their authors and advocates the 
“American system.” 

‘The introduction of the new policy was fora time 
favored by the condition of the country; by the 
heavy debt which had been contracted.during the 
war; by the depression ofthe public credit; by the 
deranged state of the finances and the currency; and 
by the commercial and pecuniary embarrassment 
which extensively prevailed. These were not the 
only causes which led to its establishment. The 


events of the war with Great Britain, and the em- | 


barrassments which had attended its prosecution, 


enough, and that to wield its resources successtully 


The present condition of 





a 


increased power they did not seek to obtain by the 
legitimate and prescribed mode—an amendment of 
the constitution—but by construction. They saw 
governments in the old world based upon different 
orders of society, and so constituted as to throw the 
whole power of nations into the hands of a few, 
who taxed and controlled the many without respon- 
sibility or restraint. In that arrangement they con- 
ceived the strength of nations in war consisted. 
There was also something fascinating in the ease, 

luxury, and display ofthe higher orders, who drew 
their wealth, from the toil of the laboring millions. 
The authors of the system drew their ideas of poli- 
t'cal economy from what they had witnessed in 
Europe, and particularly in Great Britain. They 
had viewed the enorinous wealth concentrated in 
few hands, and had seen the splendor of the over- 
grown establishments of an aristocracy which was 


upheld by the restrictive policy. They forgot to | 


look down upon the poorer classes of the English 
population, upon whose daily and yearly labour, 
the great establishments they so much admired, 
were sustained and supported. They failed to 
perceive that the scantily-fed and half-clad opera- 
tives were notonly in abject poverty, but were 
bound in chains of oppressive servitude for the be- 


nefit of favored classes, who were the exclusive’? 


ones of the care of the government. 
t was not possible to reconstruct society in the 
United States upon the European plan. Here there 
wasa written constitution, by which orders and 
titles were not recognised or tolerated. A system 
of measures was therefore devised, calculated, if 
not intended, to withdraw power gradually and 
silently fromthe States and the mass of the people, 
and by construction to approxiimate our govern- 
ment to the European models, substituting an aris- 
tocracy of wealth for that of orders and titles. 
Witnout reflecting upon the dissimilarity of our 


institutions, and ofthe condition of our people and | 
those of Europe, they conceived the vain idea of | 
building up inthe United States a system similar | 
Great Britain | 


to that which they admired abroad. 
hada national bank of large capita!l,in whose hands 
was concentrated the controlling monetary and 
financial power of the nation; an institution wieid- 
ing almost kingly power, and exerting vast influence 


upon all the operations of trade, and upon the pol- | 
Great Britain had an} 
enormous public debt, and it had become a part of | 
her public policy to regard this asa “public bless- | 


icy of the government itself. 


ing.” Great Britain had also a restrictive policy, 


which placed fetters and .burthens on trade, and | 
trammelied the productive industry of the mass of | 
By her combined system of po'icy, the | 
landlords and other property-holders were protected | 


the nation. 


and enriched by the enormous taxes wich were 
levied upon the labor of the country for their ad- 
vantage. 

Imitating this foreign policy, the first step in 
establishing the new system in the United States 
was the creation ofa nationai bank. Not foreseeimg 
the dangerous power and countless evils which 
such an institution might entail on the country, 
nor perceiving the connexion which it was design- 
ed to form between the bank and the other 


branches of the miscalled “American system,” but | 
feeling the embarrassments of the treasury, and of, 
the business of the country, consequent upon the | 
war, some of our statesmen who had held different | 
and sounder views were induced to yield their | 


scruples, and, indeed, settled convictions of its un- 
constitutionality, and to give it their sanction, as 
an expedient which they vainly hoped might pro- 
duce relief. 


It wasa most unfortunate error, as the subsequent | 
history and final catastrophe of that dangerous and | 


corrupt institution bave abundantly proved. The 
bank, with its numerous branches ramified inte the 
States, soon brought many of the active political 
and commercial men in different sections of the 
country into the relation of debtors to it, and depen- 
dants upon it for pecuniary favors; thus diffusing 
throughout the mass of society a great number of 
individuals of power and influence to give tone to 
public opinion, and to act in concert in cases of 
emergency. The corrupt power of such a political 
engine is no longer a matter of speculation, having 
been displayed in numerous instances, but most 
signally in the political struggles of 1832-"3-"4, in 
opposition to the public will represented by a fear- 
less and patriotic President. 

But the bank was but one branch of the new 
system. A public debt of more than one hundred 
and twenty millions of dollars existed; ard it is not 
to be disguised that many of the authors of the new 
system did not regard its speedy payment as essen- 
tial to the public prosperity, but looked upon its 
continuance as no national evil. Whilst the debt 
existed, it furnished aliment to the national bank, 
and rendered increased taxation necessary to the 
amount of the interest, exceeding seven millions of 
dollars annually. 

This operated in harmony with the next branch 
of the new system, which was a high protective 
tariff! This was to afford bounties to favored 
classes and particular pursuits, at the expense of 
all others. A proposition to tax the whole people 
for the purpose of enriching a few, was too mon- 
strous to be openly made. The scheme was, 
therefore, veiled under the plausible but delusive 
pretext of a measure to protect home “indusiry;” 


-and many of our people were, for a time, led to 
had lett on the minds of many of our statesmeu the | 
impression that our government was not strong | 


believe thata tax which in the main fell upon labor, 
was for the benefit of the laborer who paia it. This 
branch of the system involved a partnership be- 


in great emergencies, and especially in war, more ' tween the government andthe favored classes—the 


power should be concentrated in its hands. This 


former receiving the proceeds of the tax imposed 























on articies imported, and the latter t 

price of similar articles produced at cok laeaaee 
by such tax. It is obvious that the portion to b 
received by the favored classes would, asa general 
rule, be increased in proportion to the increase of 
the rates of tax imposed, and diminished as those 
rates were reduced to the revenue Standard re- 
quired by the wants of the government, 

The rates required to produce a sufficient revenue 
for the ordinary exependitures of government for 
necessary purposes, were not likely to give to the 
private partners in this scheme profits sufficient to 
satisfy their cupidity; and hence a variety of expe- 
dients and pretexts were resorted to for the pur- 
pose of enlarging the expenditures, and thereby 
creating a necessity for keeping up a high proteec- 
tive tariff. The effect of this policy was tointerpose 
artificial restrictions upon the natural course of the 
business and trade @f the country, aud to advance 
the interests of large capitalists and monepolists, at 
the expense of the great mass of the peop!e, who 
were ts.xed to increase their wealth. 

EF Ancther branch of this system was a comprehen- 


a 


sive scheme of internal improvements, capable of 


indefinite enlargement, and sufficient to swallow 
up as many millions annually as could be exacted 
from the foreign eommerce of the country. This 
was a convenient and necessary adjunct of the pro- 
tective tariff It was to be the great absorvent of 
any surplus which might at any time accumulate 
in the treasury, and of the taxes levied onthe peo- 
ple, not for necessary revenue purposes, but for the 
avowed object of affording protect:on to the favorea 
classes. 

Auxiliary to the same end, if it was not an 
essential part of the system itself, was the scheme 
which, at a later period, obtained for distributing 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the States. Other expedients were devised to take 
money out of the treasury, and prevent its coming 
in trom any other source than the protective tariff. 
The authors and supporters of the syst« m weie the 
advocates of the largest expenditures, whether for 
necessary or useful purpos¢s or not, because the 
larger the expenditures the grea'er was the pretext 
tor higher taxesin the form of protective duties. 

These several measures were sustained by popu- 
lar names and plausible arguments, by which 
thousands were deluded. The bank was repre- 
sented to be an indispensable fiscal agent for the go- 
vernment; was to equalize exchanges, and to rgu- 
jate and furnish asound currency, alwaysand evely 
where of unifurm vaiue. The protective tariff was to 
give employmeut to “American labor” at advanced 
prices; was to protect “home industry,” and fuinisb 
a steady market tor the farmer. Internal improve- 
ments were to bring trade intuv every neighborhood 
and enhance the value of every man’s property. 
The cistribution of the land money was to enrich 
the States, finish their public works, plant schools 
throughout their borders, and relieve them from 
taxation. But the fact, that for every doilar taken 
out of the treasury for these objects, a much larger 
sum was transferred from the pockets of the peuple 
to the favored classes, was carefully concealed, as 
was dlso the tendency if not the ultimate design of 
the system to build up an aristocracy of wea‘ th, tu 
control the masses of society,and monopolize the 
political power ot the country. ' 

The several branches of this system were so in- 
timately blended together, that in their operation 
each sustained and strengthened the others. Their 
joint operation was, to aud new burdens of taxation 
and to encourage a largely increased and wastetul 
expenditure of public inoney. It was the interest 
of the bank that the revenue collected and the dis- 
bursements made by the government should be 
large, because, being the depository of the public 
money, the larger the amount, the greater would be 
the bank profits by its use. It was the interest of 
the favored classes, who were enriched by the pro- 
tective tariff, to have the rates of that protection as 
high as possible; tor the higher those rates, the greal- 
er wouid be their advantage. It was the interest of 
the people ot all those sections and localities who 
ex pected to be benefited by expenditures furinternal 
improvements, that the amount collected should be 
as large as possible, to the end that the sum dis- 
bursed might also be the larger. “> 

The States being the beneficiaries in the distribu- 
tion of the Jand money, had an interest in having 
the rates of tax imposed by the protective taritf 
large enough to yield asufficient revenue from that 
source to meet the wants of the government, with- 
out disturbing or taking from them the land func; 50 
that each of the brauches constituting the publicsys- 
tem had a common interest in swelling the expendl- 
tures. They hed a direct interest in maintaining the 
public debt unpaid, and increasing its amount, be- 
cause this would produce an annual increased drain 
upon the treasury, to the amount of the interest, 
and render augmented taxes necessary. The ope- 
ration and necessary etlect of the whole system 
were, to encourage large and extravagapt expendi- 
tures, and thereby to increase the public patronare, 
and maintain a rich and splendid government at the 
expense of a taxed and impoverished people. 

it is manifest that this scheme of enlarged taxa- 
tion and expenditures, had it continued to prevail, 
must soon have converted the government of the 
Union, intended by its framers to be a plain, cheap, 
and simple confederation of States, united together 
four common protection, and charged with a few 
specitic duties, rela‘ing chiefly to our foreign affairs, 
into a consolidated empire, depriving the States of 
their reserved rights,and the peple of their just pow 
er and control in the administration of their gov" 
ernment. In this manner the whole form and cha- 
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racter of the government would be changed, not by | 
an amendment of the constitution, but by resorung 
to au unwarrantabie and unauthorized construction 
of that instrument. 

‘Ene mdirect mode of levying the taxes by a duty 
on imports, prevents the mass of the people from 
readily perceiving the amount they pay, and has 
enabled the lew, who are thus enriched, and who 
seek to wield the political power of the country, to 
deceive and delude them. Were the taxes collec'ed 
by a direct levy upon the people, as is the case 1n 
the States, this could not occur. 

The whole system was resisted trom its inception 
by wany of our ablest statesmen, some vf whom 
duubted its constitutionality and its expediency, 
whule others believed it was, in all its branches, a 
flagrant and dangerous intraction of the cunstitu- 
tion. 

That a national bank, a protective tariff, levied 
not to raise the revenue needed, but ior protec- 
tion merely, internal improvements, and the distri- 
buliou of tue proceeds of the sale of the public 
lauds, are measures without the Warrant of the con- 
sutulion, Would, upon the wiaturest consideration, 
seem to be Clear. it is remarkable that not one of 
tiiese measures, involving such momentous Couse- 
quences, is authorized by any eX press grantoi puw- 
er in the constitution. No one of them Is “1luci- 
dent to, as being necessary and proper ior the exe- 
culion of, the specific powers’ grauted by the cun- 
sutution. ‘The authority under which it has been 
attempted to jusiity each of them, is derived from | 
infereuces and constructions of the constituuon | 
which its letter and its whole object and design «io | 
not warrant. Is it to be conceived that such im-| 
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he yet held the bank bill in his hands, 
quested Mr Madison, at that time amember of the 
House of Representatives, to prepare a draught of 
a velo message for him Mr. Madison, at his re- 
quest, did prepare a draught of such a message, and 
sent it tu him om the twenty-first of February, 1791. | 
A copy of this original draught, in Mr. Madison’s | 
own handwriting, was caretully preserved by him, | 
and is among the papers lately purchased by Con. 
gress. It is preceded by a note, writien on the | 
same sheet, which is also in Mr. Madison’s hand- 
writing, and is as follows: 

“February 21st, 1791. Copy ofa paper made out 
and sent to the President at his request, to be ready 
in case his judgment should finally decide against 
the bill for incorporating a national bank, the bill 
being then before him.’ 

Among the objections assigned in this paper to 
the bill, and which were submitied for the consider- 
ation of the President, are the following : 

“T object to the bill, because it is an esseptial 
principle of the government that powers not dele- 
gated by the constitution cannoi be rightfully exer- 


cised; because the power proposed by the bill to be | 


exercised is not expressly delegated, and because | 
Cannot satisty Myself that it results from any express 
power by fair and safe rules oj interpretation.” 


The weight of the precedent of the bank of 1791, 


and the sanction of the great name of Washington 
which has been so often invoked in its support, are 
greatly weakened by the developement of these 
tacts. The experiment of that bauk satisfied the 


mense powers would have been left by the framers | Country that it ought not to be continued, and at the 
of the constitution to mere inferences and comer | end of twenty years Congress refused tu recharter 


ful constructions? Had it been intended.to conier 


it. Jt would have been fortunate for the country, 


them On the tederal governinent, it is but reasoiia-| and saved thousands from batikruptcy and ruin, 


bie to conclude that it would have been done by 


actually re-| ductions of that branch of the system, which con- 


siss in internal improvements, holding out, as it 
does, inducements to the people of particular sec- 
tions and localities to embark the government in 
them without stopping to calculate the inevitable 
consequences. This tranch of the system is so in- 
timately combined and linked with the others, that 
as surely as an effect is produced by an adequate 
cause, if it be resuseitated and revived, and firmly 
established, it requires no sagacity to foisee that it 
will necessarily and speedily draw after it the re- 
establishment of a national bank, the revival of a 
protective tariff, the distribution of the land money, 
aud not only the postponea_ent to the distant future 
of the payment of the present national debt, but its 
annual merease. 

i entertain the solemn conviction, that if the in- 
ternal improvement branch of the ‘‘American sys- 
tem”’ be not firmly resisted at this time, the whole 
series of measures composing it will be speecily re- 
established, and the country be thrown back {rom its 
present high state of prosperity, which the existing 
policy has produced, and be destined again to wit- 
ness all the evils, commercial revolutions, depres- 
sions of prices, and pecuniary embarrassments, 
through which we have passed during the last twen- 
ty-five years. 

To guard against consequences so ruinous, is an 
object of high national importance, involving inmy 
judgment the continued prosperity of the country. 

I have felt it to be an imperative obligation to 
withhold my constitutional sanction from two bills 
which had passed the two houses of Congress, In- 
volving the principle of the internal improvement 
branch of the “American system,” and conflicting 
in their provisions with the views here expressed. 

This power conferred upon the President by the 





, had our public men of 1816 resisted the temporary 


piaia aud unequivocal grants. ‘This was not done; | pressure of tie times’ upon our financial and pecu- 


bul the whoie structure of which the “Americau 


system” cuusisted, Was reared on no better foun- | hank, 


dativu than forced implications and interences of 
puwer Walch its authors assumed might be deduc- 
ed by Cunstruction trom the conmsutuuuon. 

Bui ti has been urged that Wie Lauvenal bank, 
which Constitutes 80 essential a branch oi this Com- 
bined system of measures, Was nol a hew Measure, 
and that iis Constitulionaiity had been previously 
sauctioncd, because a bank had been cCha,tered in 


17V1, and had received the official sigaaiure of Pre- | 


sideut Washivgtou. A few tacts will show the just 
Weight lo Which this precedeat should be entitled as 
bearing upon the question of Consiiiutiouality. 
Great division of Opinion upon the subject ex- 
isted in Congress. It is well kuown that resident 
Washington eutertained serivuus duubls both as to 
the cunstiluilonality and expediency vl the measure; 
and while the bill was belure hus for bs vilicial 
approval or disapproval, so greal Were Loese duubls, 
that he required “ihe Opinion in writing’ of the 
ine:mbers of his cabinet lo aid him in arriving al a 
decision. His Cabimet gave Weir opinion, and were 


divided upon the subjeci—General Hamilton being | 


in favor vi, and Mr. Jetlerson and Mr. Kand lpn 
being Opposed tu the Cunsitalionality and exped 
eucy of tne bank, lt is weil kuown, also, that 
President Washington retained the bill from Mon 


day the tourleenth, when it was presented to hin, | 
uulil Friday, the twenty-fifth ot /ebruary—being | 


ihe last moment permitied him by the coustitution 
tv deliberate, When he finaily yielded to it his reluc- 


lanl asseul, aud gave it Als signature. It is certain | 


thai as late as tue twenty thud of February—being 
the ninth day aiter the bill was presented to hin— 
he had arrived at no saliziaclory couclusiou; ior on 
inat day he addressed a uote tu General Hamilton, 
lu which he intorms bim that “ibis bill was pre- 


sented lu me by the juiut Committee of Cougress at | 


2 v’cluck on Monday, the tuurteeath instaut;”’ and 
he requested his opinion “to waal precise period, 
by legal imterpretation of the Constituion, Can the 
P.esident retain it in his pussessivn, before it be- 
cuines a law by the lapse of ten days.” . 

lt the proper Consiruchon was, that the day on 
which the bill was presented to the President, and 
the day on which his action Was had upon it, were 
but lu be Counted inclusive, then ihe lime aliowed 
him, wilhin which it Would be competent tor him 
to retura it tu the House in whica it origiaaied, 
With his Objections, Would expire on Thursday, the 
tweuly-ioucih of February. Gen. Hamilton on ihe 
same day returned au answer, ld Which he states: 

“I give it a8 my Opiuion thal you have ten dayo 
exciusive Of that on whica tie bill Was delivered io 
you, and Sundays; Hence, in the p:esent Case, if it is 
returued on Friday, iat will be in ume.” By this 
consiruction, Wh.ch the d’resident adopted, he gaiu- 
ed another day tor deliberation, aud it was not until 
the twenty-fitth of Fevruary that he signed the bill; 
tnus allurding conclusive proot that he had at last 
obiained his own Consent Lo siga it MOL Without great 
and almost insuperabie diflicuuy. Additional light 
has beeu recenuly shed upon the serious doubts 
Which he had on the subject, amounting at one tune 
to a CunvViclion that it Was his duty to withhold his 
approval from tae bill ‘This is tound among the 
Manuscript papers of Mr Madison, authorised to 
be purchased jur Wie use of the government by an 
act of Lhe last session of Congress, and now tor the 
first ume accessible 10 the public. From these pa 
pers, it appears inat President Washington, while 


|niary interests, and refused to charter the second 
| Of this the country became abundantly sat- 
_isfied, and at the close of its twenty years’ dura 
lion, as in the case of the first bank, it also ceased 
\toexist. Under the repeated blows of President 
| Jackson, it reeled and fell, and a subsequent at- 
| tempt to charter asimilar institution was arrested 
| by the veto ot President Tyler. 
| Mr. Madison, in yielding his signature to the 
Charter of 1816, did so upon the ground of the re- 
| spect due to precedents ; and, as he subsequently 
| declared, “the Bank of the United States, though, 
| on the original question, held to Le unconstitutional, 
| received the Executive sigiature.” 
| dt is probable that neither the bank of 1791, nor 
| that of 1816, would have been chartered but for the 
| embarrassiments of the government in its finances, 
the derangement of the currency and the pecuniary 


| pressure which existed,—the urst the consequence | 


of the war of tLe revolution, and the second the con 
| Sequence Ot the war of 1812. Both were resorted 
| to in the delusive hope that they would restore pub- 
| lic Credit, and eflord relief to the government, and 
‘to the business of the country. 

| Those of our public men who opposed the whole 
“American system” at its Commencement, and 
| throughout its progress, foresaw aud predicted that 
it was fraught with incalculable mischiels, and must 
result in serious injury to the best interests of the 
country. Fora series of years their wise counsels 
were unheeded, and the system was esiablished.— 
It was svon apparent that its practical operation 
was unequal aiid uvjust upon diflerent portions of 
ihe country, and upon the people engaged in differ- 
ent pursuis. All were equally entitled to the favor 
and protection of the goverunient. It fostered and 
elevated the money power, and enriched the favor- 
ed few by taxing labor, and at the expense of the 
many. lise flect was to ‘make the sich richer, and 
the poor poorer.” Its tendency was to create dis- 
tinctions in society based on wealth, and to give to 
the favored Classes undue Control and sway in our 
government. It was an organized money power, 
which resisted the popular will, and sought to shape 
and control the public policy. 

Under the pernicious workings of this combined 
system of measures, the country witnessed alter- 
hate seasons of temporary apparent prosperity; of 
sudden and disastrous commercia: revulsions; of 
unprecedented fluctuation of prices, and depres- 
sion of the great interestsof agriculture, navigation 
and commerce; of general pecuniary sullering, and 
of final baukruptcy of thousands. Afler a severe 
struggle of more than a quarter of a century, the 
system was overthrown. 

The bank has been succeeded by a practical sys- 
tem of finance, conducted and controlled solely by 
the governmeut. ‘Lhe constituuional currency has 
been restored; the public credit maintained unim- 
paired, even in a period of foreign war; and the 
whole country has becume satisfied that-banks, na- 





the government. Revenue duties have taken the 


the money derivedtrom the sale of the public lands 
has been abandoned,jand the corrupt system of in- 
ternal improvements, it is hoped, has been efletually 
checked 

It is not doubted, that if this whole train of mea- 
sures designed 1o take weaith from the many, and 
bestow it upon the few, were to prevail, the effect 
would be to change the entire character of the go- 
verument. Oae only danger remains. It is the se- 











tional or State, are not necessary as fiscal agents of 


place of the protective tariff. The distribution of 


' constitution, I have on three occasions, during my 
administration of the executive department of the 
government, deemed it my duty to exercise; andon 

this last occasion of making to Congress an annual 
| communication “ot the state of the Union,” it isnot 
deemed inappropriate to review the principles and 
consideratious which have governed my action. [| 
deem this the more necessary, because, after the 
lapse of nearly sixty years Since the adoption of 
the constitution, the propriety of the exercise of 
this undoubted constitutional power by the Presi- 
dent has for the first time been drawn seriously in 
question by a portion of my fellow-citizens. ‘ 

The constitution provides that “every bill which 
shall have passed the House of Representatives and 
the Senate shall, before it become a law, be present- 
ed to the President of the United States: if he ap- 
prove, he shall sign it, but if not, heshallreturn it 
with his objections, to that house in which it shall 
have originated, who shall enter the objections at 
large on their journal and proceed to reconsider 
Ry 

The preservation of the constitution from infrac- 
tion is the President’s highest duty. He is beund to 
discharge that duty, at whatever bazard of incurring 
the displeasures of those who may difler with him 
in opinion. He is bound to discharge it, as weil by 
his obligations to the people who have clothed him 
with his exalted trust, as by his vath of oflice, which 
he may not disregard. Nor are the obligations of 
the President in any degree lessened by the preva- 
lence of views diflerent from bis own in one or both 
| houses of Congress. It is not alone hasty and in- 
considerate legislation that he is required to check; 
but if at any ume Congress shail, atter apparently 
full deliberation, resolve on measures which he 
deems subversive of the constitution, or of the vi- 
tal interests of the country, it is his solemn duty to 
stand in the breach and resist them. 

The President is bound to approve or disapprove 
every bill which passes Congress, and is presented 
to him for his signature. The constitution makes 
this his duty, and he carmot escape it if he would. 
He has no election. In deciding upon any bill pre- 
sented to him, he must exercise his own best judg- 
ment. If he cannot approve, the constitution com- 
mands him to return the bill to the House in which 
it originated, with his objections; and if he fail to 
do this within ten days, (Sundays excepied,) itsball 
become a law without his signature. Right or 
wrong, he may be over-ruled by a vote of two-thirds 
of each House; and, in that event, the bill becomes 
a law without his sanction. If his objections be 
not thus over-ruled, the subject is only postponed, 
and is referred to the States and the people for their 
consideration and decision. The President’s power 
is hegative merely, and not affirmative. He can 
enact no law. ‘The only effect, therefore, of his 
withholding his approval ofa bill passed by Con- 
gress, is to suffer the existing laws to remain un- 
changed, and _ the delay occasioned is only that re- 
quired to enable the Siates and the peopte to con- 
sider andact upon the subject,in the election of 
yublic agents who will carry out their wishes and 
instructions. Any attempt to coerce the President 
to yield his sanction to measures which he cannot 
approve, would be a violation of the spirit of the 
constitution, palpable and flagrant; and if success- 
ful, would break down the independence of the ex- 
ecutive department, and make the President, eleet- 
ed by the people,and clothed by the constitution 
with power to defend their rights, the mere instru- 
ment of a majority of Congress. A surrender, on 
his part, of the powers with which the constitution 
has invested his oftice, would eflecta practical alter- 
jation of that instrument, without resorting to the 

prescribed process of amendment. 
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With the motives or considerations which may 


induce Congress tu pass any bill, the President can 
have nothing todo. He must presume them to be 
as pure as his own, and look only to the practical 
effect of their measures when compared with the 
Constitution or the public good. 

But it has been urged by those who object to the 
exercise of this undoubted constitutional power, that 
it assails the representative principle and the capa 
cily of the people to govern themselves; that there is 
greater safety in a numerous representative body 
than in the single Executive created by the consti 
tution, and that the executive veto is a ‘‘one-man 
power,” despotie in its character. To expose the 
failacy of this objection, it is only necessary to con- 
sider the frame and true character of our system.— 
Ours is not a consolidated empire, but a conteder- 
ated Union. The States, before the adoption of the 
Constitution, were Co ordinate, co-equal, and separ- 
ale independent sovereignties, and by its adoption 
they did not lose that character. They clothed the 
federal government with certain powers, and re- 
served ail others, including their own sovereignty, 
to themselves. ‘They guarded their own rights as 
States and the rights of the people, by the very lim- 
lations which they incorporated into the federal 
constitution, whereby the different depariments of 
the general government were checks upon each 
other. That the majority should govern, is a gen- 
eral principle, controverted by none; but they must 
govern according to the constitution, and not accord- 
ing to an undefined and unrestrained discretion, 
Wuereby they may oppress the minority. 

The people of the United States are not blind to 
the fact that they may be temporarily misled, and 
that theirrepresentatives, legislative and exec:itive, 
may be mistaken or influenced in their action by 
improper motives. They have therefore interposed 
between themselves and the laws which may be 
passed by their public agents, various representa- 
tions, such as asseinblies, senates, and governors in 
their several States; a House of Representatives, a 
Senate and a President of the United States. The 


be rejected by the House. In each case the respec- 
live houses exercise the veto power on the other. 

Congress, and each House of Congress, hold un- 
der the constitution a check upon the President, 
and he, by the power of the qualitied veto, a check 
upon Congress. 
measures to Congress, he avows,in the most. so- 
lemn form, his opinions, gives his voice in their fa- 
vor, and pledges himselfin advance to approve them 
ifpassed by Congress. If he acts without due con- 
sideration, or has been influenced by improper or 
corrupt motives—or if from any other cause Con- 
gress, or either house of Congress, shall diifer with 
him in opinion, they exercise ¢heir veto upon his 
recommendations, and reject them; and there is no 
appeal frow their « ecision, but to the people at the 
ballot-box. These are proper checks upon the Ex- 
ecutive, wisely interposed by the constitution.— 
None will be found to object to them, or te wish 
them removed. Itis equally important that the 
constitutional checks of the Executive upon the le- 
gislative branch should be preserved. 

If it be said that the representatives in the popu- 
lar branch of Congress are chosen directly by the 
people, it is answered, the people elect the Presi- 
dent. If both houses represent the States and the 
people, so does the President. The President rep- 
resents in the executive department the whole peo- 
ple of the United States, as each member of the le- 
gislative department represent portions of them. 

The doctrine.of restriction upon legislative and 
executive power, while a well settled publie opin- | 
ion is enab'ed within a reasonable time to accuin- | 
plish its ends, has made our country whatit is, and | 
has opened to us a career of glory and happiness to | 
which all other nations have been strangers. 

In the exercise of the power of the veto, the Pre- | 
sident is responsible not only to an enlightened 
public opinion, but to the people of the whule Uni- | 
on, who elected him, as the representatives in the | 
legislative branches, who differ with him in opin- | 
ion, are respousible to the people of particular 
States, or districts, who compose their respective 
constituencies. ‘To deny to the President the ex- 
| ercise of this power, would be to repeal that provi- | 





| 
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bill might be passed by a majority of o , 
rum of the Senate, sowipoerd of eomtens i. 
fifleen {smaller States, and a single senator from 7 
sixteenth State, and if the Senators voting for it 
happened to be from the eight of the smaiiest of 


When the President recommends | these States,it would be passed by the votes o} Sen. 


ators trom States having but 24 repr i : 

the House of Representatives, and iantining ton 
than one-sixteenth of the whole population of " 
United States. : “% 

This extreme case is stated to illustrate the fact 
that the mere passage of a bill by Congress js no 
conclusive evidence that those who passed it repre- 
sent the majority of ihe people of the United Siates 
or truly reflect their will. If such an extreme case 
is not likely to happen, cases that approximate ‘it 
are of constant occurrence. It 1s believed that not 
a single law has_ been passed since the adoption of 
the Constitution, upon which all the members elect. 
edto both houses have been present and voted. 
Many of the most important acts which have passed 
Congress have been carried by a close vote in thin 
houses. Many instances of this might be given 
Indeed, our experience proves that many of the most 
imporiant acts of Congress are postponed to the last 
days, and often the last hours of a session, when 
they are disposed of in haste, and by houses but little 
exeeeding the number necessary to form a quorum. 

Besides, in most of the States the members of the 
House of Representatives are chosen by plurali- 
ties, and not by maj rities of all the voters in their 
respective districts; and it may happen thata majo- 
rity of that Llouse may be returned by a less aggre- 
gate vote of the people than that received by the 
minority. 

If the principle insisted on be sound, then the con- 
stitution should be so changed that no bil! shali be- 
come a law unless it is voted for by members re- 
presenting in each House a majority of the whole 
people of the United States. We must remodel our 
whole system, strike down and abolish not only the 
salutary checks lodged in the executive brane. but 
must Strike out and abolish those lodged in the Sen- 





people can, by their own direct agency make no | sion of the constitution which confers it upon him. 
law; nor can the House of Representatives im-| To charge that its exercise. unduly controls the 
mediately elected by them; nor can the Senate; nor | legislative will, is to complain of the constitution 










can both together withour the concurrenco of the 
President, or a vote of two-thirds of both houses. 
Hapoily tor themselves, the peopie, in framing 
our admirable system of government, were con- 
scious of the infirmities of their representatives; 
and, in delegating to them the power of legislation, 
they have fenced them around with checks, to 
guard against the effects of hasty action, of error, 
of combination, and of possible corruption. Error, 
selfishness and faction have often sought to 1end 


asunder this web ofchecks and subject the gov-| 


ernment to the control of fanatic and sinister influ- 
ences; but these efforts have only satisfied the peo- 
le of the wisdom of the checks which they have 


mposed, and ofthe necessity of preserving them | 


unimpaired. 

The true theory of our system is not to be gov- 
ern by the actsor decrees of any one set of repre 
sentatives. The constitution interposes checks 
upon all branches of the government, in order to 
give time for error to be corrected, and delusion to 
pass away; but if the people setile down into a 
firm conviction different trom that of their repre- 
sentatives, they give effect to their opinions by 
changing their public servants. The checks which 
the peopie imposed on their public sarvants ia the 
adoption of the constitution, are the best evidence 
of their capacity tor self-government. They know 
that the men whom they eleet to public stations are 
of like infirmities and passions with themselves, an 
not to be trusted without being restricied by co or 
dinate authorities and constitutional glimitations. 
Who that has witnessed the legislation of Cona- 
gress for the last thirty years will say that he knows 
of no instance in which measures nut demanded by 
public good, have been carried? Who will deny 
that in the State governments, by combinations of 
individuals and sections, in derogation of the gen- 
eral interest, banks have been chartered, systems of 
iuternal improvement adopted, and debts eatailed 
upon the people, represssing their growth, and 
impairing their energies for years to come? 

After so much experience, it canuot be said that 
absolute unchecked power is safe ia the hands of 
any one set of represeatatives, or that the capacity 
of the people for self-government, which is admitt- 


ed in its broadest extent, is a conclusive argument | of the United Siates in 1811. . 
to prove the prudence, wisdom, and integrity of|a bill may be passed by a large majority of the 


their representatives. 

Tne people, by the constitution, nave command- 
ed the President, a8 much as they have commanded 
the legislative branch of the government, to exe 
cule their will. They have said to him in the con- 
8 itution, which they require he shall take a solemn 
oath to support, that if Congress pass any bill which 
he cannot approve, “‘he shall reiurn it to the House 
in which it originated, with his objections.” Ila 
withholding from it his approval and signature, he 
is executing the will of the people constitutionally 
expressed, as much as the Congress that passed it. 
No bill is presumed to be in accordance with the 
popular will until it shall have passed through all 
the branches of the government required by the 
constitution to make ita law. A bill which passes 


ibe of the constitution. 


| itself. 
If the presidential veto be objected to upon the 





| upon the same principle the equality of represeu- 
| tatiun of the States in tae Senate should be stricken 
Delaware has equal weight in dec:ding upon the 
most important measures with the vote of a sena- 
tor from New York; and yet the one represents a 
| tionment of representatives in the House ot Repre- 
sentatives, but one-thirty-fourth part of the popula- 
tion of the other. By the constitutional composition 
of the Senate, a majority of that body from the 
smaller States represent less than one-fourth of the 
people of the Union. There are thirty States; and 
under the existing apportionment of representatives, 
there are two hundred and thirty members in 
the House of Representatives, Sixteen of the 
smaller Siates are represented in that House by but 
fifty members; and yet the senators from these 
States constitute a majority of the Senate. 
the President may recommend a measure to Con- 





of more than three-fourths of the House of Kepre- 
sentatives, and of all the senators from the large 
Siates, containing more than three-fourths of the 
whole population of the Umted States; and yet the 
measure may be defeated by the votes of the sena- 
tors from the smaller States. None, it is presumed, 
can be found ready to change the organization of the 
Senate on this account, or to strike that body prac- 
tically out of existence, by requiring that its action 
shall be conformed to the will of the more numerous 
brances. 

U pon the same principle that the veto of the Pre- 
sideut should be practically abolished, the power of 
the Vice Presideut to give the casting vote upon an 
equal division of the Senate should be abolished 
also. The Vice President exercises the veto 
power quite as effectualiy, by rejecting a bill 
by his casting vote, as the President does by 
refusing to approve or sign it. This power 
has been exercised by the Vice President in 
a lew instances, the most inrportant of which was 
the rejection of the bill to re-charter the bank 
lt may happen that 





House of Representatives, and may be supported 
| by the Senators troin the larger States, and the Vice 
President may reject it, by giving his vote with the 
| Senators from the smaller States; and yet none, it 
is presumed, are prepared to deny to him the exere 
cise of this power under the constitution. 

But it is, in point of fact, untrue that an act pass- 
ed by Congress is conclusive evidence that it is an 
‘emanation of the popular will. A majority of the 
whole number elected to each house of Congress 
constitutes a quorum, andja majority of that quo- 
rum is competent tv pass laws. It might happen 
that a quorum ot the House of Representatives, 
consisting ofa single member more than halt of the 


| ground that itchecks and thwarts the public will, | 


The vote of a senator trom | 


State contairing, according to the existing appor- | 


So that | 


gress, and il may receive the sanction and approval! | 


ate also, and thus practically invest the whole pow- 
er of the government‘in a majority ofa single as- 
,sembly—a majority uncontrolled and absolute, and 
whieh may become despo ic. To conform to this 
d-ctrine of the right of majorities to rule, indepen- 
'dent of the checks and limitations of the constitn- 
tion, we must revo\utionize our whole sysiem. We 
must destroy the eonstitutional compact by which 
the several States agreed to torm a federal Union, 
and rush into consolidation, which must en: in 
monarchy or despotism. No one advocates such a 
proposition; and yet the doctrine maintained, if car- 
ried out, must lead to this result. 

One great object of the constitution in conferring 
upon the President a qualified negative upon the 
legislation of Congress, was to protect minorities 
from injustice and oppression by majorities. The 
equality of their representation in the Senate, and 
the veto power of the President, are the constitu- 
tional guaranties which the smaller S:ates have 
that their rights will be respected Without these 
guaranties, all their interests would be at the mercy 
/of majorities in Congress representing the larger 
States. To the smaller and weaker States, there- 
fore, the preservation of this power, and its exer- 
| Cise upon proper occasions demanding it, is of vita! 
importance. They ratified the constitution, and 
entered into the Union, securing to themselves an 
equal representation with the larger States in the 
Senate; and they agreed to be buund by all laws 
_ passed by Congress upon the express condition, 
land none other, that they should be approved by 
‘the President, or passed, his ol:jections tv the con- 
\trary notwithstanding, by a vute of two-thirds ot 
both houses. Upon this condition they have a right 
to insist, as a part of the Compact to which they 

gave their assent. 
| A bill might be passed by Congress against the 
| will of the whole people of a particular State, and 
/ against the votes of its senators and all its repre- 
sentatives. However prejudicial it might be to the 
| interest of such State, it would be bound by it if the 
President shall approve it, or it should be passed 
| by a vote of two-thirds of both Housest but it has 
'a right to demand that the President shall exercise 
his constitutional powor, and arrest it, if his judg- 
/ment is agaist it. If he surrender this power, or 
fail to exercise it in a case where he cannot ap- 
prove, it would make his formal approval a mere 
mockery, and would be itselfa violation of the con- 
stitution, and the dissenting State would become 
bound by a law which had not been passed accord- 
ing to the sanctions of the constitution. 

The objection to the exercise of the velo power 15 
founded upon an idea respecting the popular will, 
which, if carried out, would annihilate State sover- 
eignty, and substitute for the present federal gov- 
ernment a consolidation, directed by a support 
numerical majority. A revolution of the goverli- 
ment would be silently effected, and the States 
would be subjected to laws to which they had nev- 
er given their constitutional consent. te 

The Supreme Court of the United States 1s 1n- 
vested with the power to declare, and has declared, 








whoie number elected to that House, might pass a 
bill by a maojrity of a single vote, and in that case | 
a traction more than one-fourth of the people of | 








the House of Representatives may be rejected by 
the Senate; and soa bill passed by the Seaate may 


the United States would be represented by those | 
who votedfor it. It might happen that the same’ 


acts of Congress passed with the concurrence of the 
Senate, the-House of Representatives, and the ap- 
proval of the President, to be unconstitutional and 
void; and yet none, it is presumed, can be found, 
who will be disposed tostrip this highest judicia 
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tribunal under the constituiion ofthis acknowledg- 
ed power—a power necessary alike to its indepen- 
dence end the rights of individuals. 

Forthe same reason that the Executive veto 
should, according to the doctrine maintained, be 
rendered nugatory, and be practically expunged 
from the constitution, this power of the court 
should also be rendered nugatory and be expung- 
ed, because it restrains the legislative and execu- 
tive will, and because the exercise of such a pow- 
cr by the court may be regarded as being in con- 
flict with the capacity of the people to govern 
themselves. Indeed, there is more reason for strik- 
jing this power of the court from the constitution, 
than there is that of the qualified veto of the Presi- 
dent; because the decision of the court is final, and 
can never be reversed, even though both Houses of 
Congress and the President shouid be unanimous 
jn opposition to it: whereas the veto of the President 
may be over ruled by a vote of two-thirds of both 
Houses of Congress, or by the people at the polls. 

It is obvious that to preserve the system estab- 
lished by the constitution, each of the co ordinate 
branches of the government—the executive, legi - 
lative, and judicral—must be left in the exercise ot 
jis appropriate powers. If the executive or the ju 
dicial branch be deprived of powers conferred upon 
either as checks on the legislative, the preponder- 
ance of the latter will become disproportionate and 
absorbing, and the others impotent for the accom 
plishment of the great objects fur which they were 
established. Organ zed as they are by the constitu- 
tion, they Work together harmoniously for the public 
good. Ifthe executive and the judiciary shail be 
dep ived of the constitutional powers invested in 
hem, and of taeir die proportions, the equilibrium 
of the system must be destroyed, and consolidation, 
wiih the most pernicious results, must ensue—a Con- 
svlidation of unchecked, despotic power, exercised 
by majorities of the legislative branch. 

The executive, legislative, and judicial,each con- 
stilutes a Separate co-ordinate department of the 
government; and each is independent of the others. 
In the performance of their respective duties under 
the constitu.ion, neither can, in its legitimate action, 
control the others. They each act upon their seve- 
ral responsibilities in their respective spheres; but 
it the doctrines now maintained be correct, the ex- 
eculive must become practically subordinate to the 
legislative, and the judiciary must become subordi- 


nate to both the legislative and the executive; and | Lycoming 


thus the whole power of the government would be 
mergedin asingle department. Whenever, if ever, 
this shall occur, our glorious system of well-regu- 
lated self-government will crumble into ruins—to 
be succeeded, first by anarchy, and finally by mo- 
narchy or despotism. 1 am iar trom believing that 
this doctrine is the sentiment of the American peo- 
ple; and during the short period which remains. in 


which it-will be my duty to administer the execu- | 


tive department, it will be my aim to maintain its 
independence, and discharge its duties, without in- 
fringing upon the powers or duties of either of the 
other departments of the government. & 

The power of the execulive velu was exercised 
by the first and most illustrious of my predecessurs, 
and by four of his successors who preceded me in 
administration of the government, and, it is believ- 
ed, in no instance prejudici«liy to the public inter- 
ests. Ithas never been, and there is but little dan- 
ger that it ever can be abused. No President will 
ever desire, unnecessarily, to place his opinion in 
opposition to that of Congress. He must always ex- 
excise the power reluctantly, and only in cases 
where his convictions make it a matter of stern 
duty, which he cannot escape. Indeed, there is 
more danger that the President, from the repug- 
nance he must always feel to come in collision with 
Congress, may fail to exercise it in Cases Where the 
preservation vi the Constitution frow infraction, or 
the public good, may demand it, than that he will 
ever exercise it unnecessarily or wantonly 

During the period I have administered the exe- 
cutive department of the government, great and im- 
portant questions of public policy, foreign and do- 
ineslic. bave arisen, upon which it was my duty to 
act. It may indeed be truly said that my adiminis- 
tration has failen upon eventful times. I have fell. 
lost sensibly the weight of the high responsibili- 
ties devolved upon me. With no other object than 
the public good, the enduring fame, and perma- 
hent prosperity of my country, I have pursued the 
convictions of my own best judgment. The impar- 
tial abitrament of enlightened Public opinion, pre- 
sent and future, will cetermine how far the pubiic 
policy I have maintained, and the measures I have 
trom time to time recommended, may have tended 
toadvance or retard the public prosperity at home, 
and to elevate or depress the estimate of our na- 
Uonal character abroad. 

Invoking the blessings of the Almighty upon 
your deliperations at your present important ses- 
sion, my ardent hope is, that in a spirit of harmony 
and concord, you may be guided to wise results, 
and such as may redound to the happiness, the ho- 
hor, and the glory of our beloved country. 

: JAMES K. POLK. 

Wasuinerton, December 5, 1548. 
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The reading of the message was commenced at 
ten minutes past twelve o’clock, and terminated 
at (weniy minutes before three. 
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Presidential Election. Gov's. Election. 
Taylor. Cass. V.B. John. Long. 


Bradford, 3272 1889 1829 3241 3748 


Tega, 1350 1344 953 1219 2077 
Susquehanna 1853 2563) 3ul_ =: 1597 2416 





6475 5796 3083 6057 8241 

Taylor’s vote is greater than Johnston’s by 332 
votes, while Cass falls off 2,445 from the vote cast 
for Longstreth. 

Oun10.——-The Legislature of this State met at 
Columbus on Monday last. The Senate had six 
ineffectual ballots for Speaker. ‘Lhe Jast ballot 
stood—Ewing 17, Beaver 18—one scattering. 
In the House nothing bad been done except 








PENNSYLVANIA—Offcial Vote for Governor. 
Taylor. Cass. V. Buren. 
Alleghany 10112 6591 779 
Adams 2576 1762 25 
Armstrong 2030 2126 = 614) 
Berks 5082 9485 5k 
Beaver 2655 2303 530 
Bucks 5140 5364 163 
Redford 2836 2816 1 
Blair 2476 1435 4 | 
Butler 2505 2247 190 
Bradford 3272 1889 1779) 
Cambria 1233 1586 12 | 
Carbon &&89 1181 l 
Chester 5949 5360 507 
Centre 1856 2611 4 
Cumberland 3242 3178 25 
Columbia 2063 3596 27 
Crawford 2205 2748 624 
Clarion 1372 2316 50 
Clinton Oil 967 i 
Clearfield 761 1168 23 
Dauphin 3/08 2254 o4 
Delaware 2194 1547 84 
Elk 134 242 26 
Erie 3418 2022 356 
Fayette 3045 3441 3 
Franklin 4006 3199 4) 
Greene 1476 2379 49 
Huntingdon 2590 1922 29 
Indiana 2410 1544 204 
Juniata 1179 1212 3 
Jefferson &87 972 19 
Lebanon 2996 1862 
Lancaster 11390 6080 163 
Lehigh 29738 3199 3 | 
2036 2357 9 
Luzerne 3516 3991 176 
Monroe 518 1830 3 
Mercer 2977 3094 1080 
Mifllin 1548 1586 26 
Montgomery 5040 5627 251 
McKean 367 418 22 
Northampton ol9I 4203 38 | 
Northumberland 1765 2258 8) 
Perry 1562 2295 +) 
Philadelphia city 10655 5266 309 
Philadelphia county 20575 16244 568 
Pike 216 799 
Potter 226 468 248 
Schuylkill 4939 3700 35 | 
Somerset 3018 1127 21 
Sullivan 129 303 19 
Susquehanna 1853 2508 301 
Tioga* 1350 1344 953 
Union 3129 1656 25 
Venango 1061 153 164 
Westmoreland 3124 2197 122 
Washington 3898 3820 468 
Warren 948 1088 136 
Wayne Q9O7 1642 202 
Wyoming S61 892 37 
York 4533 5151 
Total, 186113 172661 11200 





* The vote of Tioga, as returned by the judges, is 
Taylor 1264, Cass 1344, Van Buren 1039. This was 
owing to the accidental reversal of the votes of Tay- 
lor. and Van Buren ia Liberty township, making 
it Van Buren 87, Taylor 1, instead of ‘Vaylor 87, Van 
Buren 1. We have summed it up as it should have 
been, if the returns had been correct. 





Taylor’s majority over Cass, 13,551 
Do do both, 2,252 
The popular vote in October amount- 
ed to 336,754 
In November it amounted to 369,974 
Increase, 33,220 
Popular vote in 1844, 391,876 
Do 1848, 369,974 
Increase in four years, 38,098 


The official returns of the Presidential election 
in Wilmot’s district as compared with those of 
the Governor’s election, may prove interesting. 


qualifying the members—all efforts to compro- 
mise having failed. Seven members from Hamil- 
ton county were sworn, thus repudiating the 
late apportionment law. 


Jowa.—The official majority of Cass over 
Taylor, is stated to be 1,522, excluding Potta- 
watomic county, which gave Taylor 483 ma- 
jority. The Van Buren vote was 1100. 


Vircinia.—The Legislature of the State as- 
sembled on Monday last, 4th instant. The offi- 
cial_returns have been received from nearly ail 
the counties, showing a majority uf about 1200, 
voles fur General Cass. 

‘The next census, itis thought, will show a 
numerical majority in Western Virginia Over the 
Kastern portion of the State. The Western 
| population is strongly opposed to slavery. 





} 


| Norru Carotina.—The Senate of this State 
|is al last organized. Oa the 25th ult., Calvin 
Graves, Esq., Democrat, was elected Speaker. 
A compromise was effected—the Whigs allowing 
(to the Democrats the Speaker, and the Demo- 
crats, as the Petersburg Intelligencer says, ** agree- 
ing that the old officers should be re-elected, and 


| 
i 


} 


2! that the Committee on Elections should be com- 


| posed equally of members of both parties, who, 
in case of a tie, shali report the facts in the case 
of the contested election from Orange to the 
‘the Senate. ‘Ihe contest between Messrs. Wad- 
_deliand Berry produced the violent and protructed 
struggle tor the Speakership of the Senate. That 
body is now tied, as is also the House of Com- 
mons. So that, in the event of Mr. Waddeli’s 
‘gaining the seat, the Whigs will buve a majorily 
on joint ballot.” 

b. F. Moore, (Whig) was elected Attorney 
|General. ‘Ihe vote stood—Moore 85, D. KR. 
M’Rae (Dem ) 84. ‘The Free Soii vote of the 
State is 85, distributed as follows; Guilford 
county 47, Orange 16, Chatham 13, Surry 9. 
‘The Message of the Governor is 1eceived, and 
wall be noticed in our next paper, 


Sourn Caroiina.—The regular session of the 
| Legisiative Assewbly commenced ou the 27th 
ult., at Columbia ; when, after the interchange 
-of messages by the two houses, and the appoiut- 
‘ment of a special Committee to wait on the Goy- 
-ernor, the Assembly proceeded to business. 
| Notice was given in both houses of the intro- 
‘duction of a bili to give the election of electors 
jot President aud Vice President to the people. - 
‘The wessage of Governor Juhnsou was recei- 
ved on the tuilowing day, and read. We append 
a few extracts, embracing (he topics of a more 
general character discussed in it, 
| State Finances.—The ordinary revenues of the 
‘State, exclusive of the profits ip the vank of the 
“State and dividends of the Stock in the South- 
_western Railroad, amouating to $JU8,000 which 
has been carried to the sipking iuud, are in a 
_ condition lo render unnecessary an increase of 
_the public burthens. 

Attention is directed to the South Carolina Col- 
lege, aud to the condition of the Free Schools. lu 
relerence to the last, he says: 

Detective in the frame work of their original 
structure, they have diagyei ona wretched ex- 
istence, il, indeed, they can be said to exist at 
ail, down to this day, ut an immense cost, with- 
oul any apparent benefils, except in the towns 
aid cities, where, from the denseness of the pop- 
ulation, tue tunds appropriated lor their support 
can be concentrated so as to make its influence 
feit. 

The subject of Internal Improvements is intro- 
duced, and the Consideration uf the propriety of 
affording some aid to certain railroads now in 
course of construction, is recommended. Atten- 





lion is also urawn to the subject of the navigae 
tion of the walter courses of tue State. 

Mr. Whitney’s project of a railroad fron Lake 
Michigan to the Pacific Ocean.—Oi this he sayse— 
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The project is one of the most sublime that has 
éver been conceived by man. One astounded 
by ils magnitude, and yet with adequate means 
no one will now question ils practicabiltly—nor 
will it be doubted that, if carried into execution, 
it would greatly promote the settlement of the 
wild lands through which it is proposed to carry 
it, bringing us intocommunion with our fellow- 
citizens inhabiting those remote regions, and 
greatly fucilitate commere. 

The Bank ofthe State.—This institution exerci- 
ses an important agency in the fiscal concerns of 
the State. It was first chartered in 1812, when 
a supposed absolute necessity existed ior some 
such institution. Great doubts then were enter- 
tained in regard to the propriety of establishing 
it, which have been continued ever since, and 
the propriety of closing it and winding up its al- 
fairs, has been suggested. Ilo reference to this, 
he says:—If it was now first proposed to estab- 
lish a bank with the usuai powers on account of 
the State, and based un its capital, | should un- 
hesitatingly oppose my dissent to it. 

And further he says:—Ilt may be asked, if this 
institution is to be perpetuated and riveted upon 
our prosperity for all ume to come? 1 hope not. 
The time may, andl hope will come, when it 
will be wise and prudent to close it forever. Bat 
1 would not have the State violate its solemn 
pledges, and do wrong to ils creditois, even al 
the risk of the dangers to which | believe it 
would be exposed, in the hands of unworthy aad 
and dishonest agents. We have little to appre- 
hend from this source if past eXperience is any 
evidence of what we may expect in the future. 
The bavk tas vow been in operation for thirty- 
five years, and during all that time it has been 
the depository of all the public treasure; and if 
there has been any one of its numerous and fre- 
quently changing officers (including the branches) 
wanting io honesty and fidelity; any instance ot 
indulging personal partiality al lie expeuse ol 
the Bank, or the prostitu..on of its means lo un- 
worthy purposes, | have nol seen the evidence of 
it. Losses have occurred, and they are inevita 
bie in all mstitutions of the kind; bul the annual 
reports of the Bank, show that at least reasona- 
ble profits have been realized ; and for the tme 
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to come, during which we must submit lo what 
l regard as an evil, the Legislature is called on | 
by every consideration of policy and interest, lo 





keep at the head of the institution, as heretotore, 
able, honest and faithful agents. When the 
pledges on the part of the Bank have been re- 
deemed, it would be wise to Close ils ducrs lorev- 
er, and call in its Credits in such reéasonadle ane | 
nual sums, as the commuuity can vear. And | 
would on thal accouul, earnestly recommend 
that there should nut be any other pledges invol- 
Ving the capital or profits ot the Bauk. It they | 
are required lor these or any other purposes, 
they are under the control of the State, 

Some purely local matters are then referred to 
and the message closes with the followiug re- 
marks on the great absorving question of the 
day. 

Slavery question.—The constant and never end-| 
ing agitativu ul Lue questiva of slavery belween 
the slavebolding asd nou slaveholding Stutes, | 
apart from the issues really ivolved, will of it 
self in the end inevitably lead to the most disas- 
lruus consequences. ‘Phe passious of Communi- | 
ties, like thuse of individuals, are roused abd in 
flamed by constant viluperation, however unime- 
portant may be the matter in Controversy 5 and 
ihe degree of reseutiwent engendered by i, 13 1 | 
proportiog to the maguitude of ihe matter iuvol- 
ved. ‘To us the question is vilal, the Issues of 
*‘Jife, liberty, auu property” are involved in 1; | 
the poison of fanaticisin is su iniused in the mas-| 
ses, that have charity enough to suppose that | 
many worthy mea conscientiously believe that) 
involuntary servilude isa damning curse, and | 
would willingly tura our slaves joose to cul our) 
throats. But the mockery of the more liberal auu 
enlightened poliucians of the non-Slavehulding 
States, in disclamming the authority ol Congress 
to interiere wilh the instiltuiiod in the S.ates 
where il now exists, Vul protesting agalustl lis ex- 
tension beyond its preseul ligaits, Is Miore galling. 
Do they noi kuow that the encouragement and 
protection given to fugilive slaves Lave rendered 
property in them ot lite value ia the border 
States? Do they not kuow that, circumserioed 
tu the territorial Jimils they now occupy, they 
will in a few years exhaust much of the buw pro- 
ductive suij, aud i their rapid increase iu tum- 
bers overwhelu Weil OWhers, abd drive them to) 
seek an asylum elsewhere; aud that by excluding ' 








them from additional territories, already or here- 
after to be acquired, they wiil, through the agen- 
cy of Congress, accomplish indirectly what they 
concede to be unconstitutional? J] will not speak 
of our equal rights as citizens of this Confedera- 
tion. The ,argument has been long ago exhaus- 
ted, and demonsiration as palpable asa mathe- 
matical conclusion will avail nothing. 

Southern Convention.—The probability is that 
whether we will or will not be permitted to car- 
ry our slaves into the territory acquired by trea- 
ty with Mexico, will be definitely settled at no 
distant day. Lf against us, the question will ne- 
cessarily arise as to the measures we ought to 
pursue. All the other slaveholding States have 
precisely the same interest im this question that 
we have; and we know that many, if not all of 
them, feel the same solicitude about it that. we 
do, and it may reasonably be supposed they would 
readily unite with us in any measure promising 
relief. With our united, moral, and physical 
strength, in a just and honorable cause, we can 
successfully oppose any power that can be 
brought to bear upon us, Concert as to time and 
manuer of action is indispensable to this unity; 
and the question now is, when and how this is to 
ve brought about? Is the present time propi- 
tious? 

We know already, or have abundant reason to 
suppose, that the present chief magistrate of the 
United States, adopting the Missouri Compromise 
as a rule, will, if Conzress in its folly and mad- 
ness, in total disregard of reason and right, ex- 
clude us entirely irui the Mexicau ierritory, in- 
lerpose the couservalive velo power. It is kuown 


too, that in the election of his successor, many | 


of the slaveholding States cast their votes for the 
candidate who will be elected; and that in all the 
rest there was a great division, more, probably, 
than the results have brought to light; and | take 
it for granted that it Was upon the fait, thal, be- 
ing a Southern man, be would not be unmindiul 
ol Southern rights. lt cannot be supposed, then, 
that the States which will vote for him, and the 
minorities in those States which will volte against 
him cab be brought to act together in anticipation 
that our rights will be violated under his adininis- 
tration, he having the power to prevent it. The 
preseut time is, theretore, in my judgment, uu- 
propitious for action. We ought, notwithstand- 
ing, to provide for any contingency. The blow 
may be struck when we ate unaware of our dan- 
ger, and no lime ought to be lost in projecting 
means tounile the slaveholding States in some 
com.uon mode of action, when the occasion 
shall arise; and a free discussion and iter- 
change of opinion will greatly promote this ob- 
ject lb preparing the public mind tumeet ils Cox 

sequences. As belure remarked, unity of time and 
coucerl of acuion are indispensable to success, 
and a Southern Convention is the most direct and 
practical means of obtaining It. 

No Oue State can reasonably hope for success, 
Wheo acting alone in Upposttivn to the opinions 
vi all the others. ‘The effet of such an allempt 
would expose them lo be overwhelmed in detail. 
What, il may be asked, will South Carolina do af 
she is left alone to fight this Battie? ‘Where are 
spirits tu her bosom that would wiilingly perish 
i defence of her rights. But would it be wise 
lo seek such a destiny, as long as there is Lope ol 
succor? 


ArkaANnsas.—The Legislature of this State met 
at Litiie Kock, on the Oih ull. lu the Senate, 
Gen. R. C Byrd, vi Jefferson, was chosen 


President, without opposition, and in the House, | 


Col. A. KW. Warren, of Ouachita, was elected 
Speaker, on the second ballot. 

Governor Derew’s message was delivered on 
ihe Zin ult. it contains much valuable tutor 
mation relative lo lhe present position of the 
Siate, be-ides many suggestions in reierence to 
ils future policy. Lue Governor estimates that 
the population of the State wiil reach 3U0,U00 
when the federal Census suall be taken in tue 
year 1850, which wiil insure, aller that period, 
sor Arkansas, three, iu place of ope memver in 
ihe representative Uranen of Congress. He re- 
commends jegisialive measures tu facilitate the 
progress of educaliub in Lie Stale, and tenders 
tis cordial Co-operation in every measure calcu- 
lated to ald im the accomplishment of this im- 
portant object. ‘he Unaucial condition of the 


| State is represented aS salistactory. ‘The 
revenue law ol last sessivn has realized all 
the favoravle resulig anticipated, in re-es- 


tubiistiug the credit of the State. ‘he Audi 
tur’s report shows that on the the 10ib Decem- 





———— 
ber there will be a surplus revenue of $17,349 9- 
rhe estimated surplus of receipts over tj —" 
penditures for 1849 and 50) is 23 947 12 ane 
Governor next calls the attention of a i ag 
ture to the proposed alterations in the Co al 
tion of the State, aud recom ends that —" 
ple shall have the privilege of electing Jud a 
the Supreme Court as weil as those of the Cine 
cuit and County Courts and Prosecuting tal 
nies. He also suggests the Calling of a Sahat 
tion of the people to alter and amend the 
sent Constitution by. reducing the tear thy of 
members in each branch of the Legislature : 

In the House, on the 8th, the votes for Ose. 
ernor were counted. The whole pnnomber af 
votes was 16,597, of which 15.962 were (,, 
Thomas 8S. Drew ; scattering 635. ‘The insueu- 
ration of Governor Drew was to take Place te 
the ]lth ult, 

Eight unsuccessful ballots had been taken for 
U.S. Senator to fill the Vacancy created by the 
resignation of Mr. Sevier. <A subsequent eke, 
graphic despatch from Memphis says, that Ma- 
jor Borland has been elected for Sevier’s sean. 
pired term, and Judge Sebastian for the Vacant 
term of Ashley, deceased. It is thought, adds 
the despatch, that Sevier will be elected for 


: : SUK 
years after the 4th of March next. 
Phe eighteen Whigs in the Legislature yoted 


ou every ballot for C. F. M. Noland. 
—  — Oo —— 
leg? The N. O. Delia understands that Gene- 
ral ‘l'aylor has resigned his commission in thy: 
Army to take effect froin and after the first of 
February next. 





3. > It is stated that an-order, granting a pa- 
itent, to Mr. Bain, for his invention of a Teie- 
| graph, founded on the English patent of 1843, has 
‘been entered by the Commissioner af Pateuts at 
| Washington. 

31 >> J. R. Brodhead, E-q., Secretary of Le- 
gation in London, is writing the History of New 
York, and has neariy ready the first volume, em- 
bracing the Dutch period, between the discovery 
in 1609 and the surrender in 1647. ‘Two subse- 

nent volumes will bring it down to the adoption 
of the first State Constitution of 1777. 

3L3> Herman Melville, author of ‘* Typee ” 
and ** Omoa,”’ is about pulling to press a new 
work, which, it isexpected, from peculiar sources 
of interest, will transcend the uulpue reputation 
of his former books. 

i. >avir. E. G. Squier has nearly completed a 
volume supplementary to the great work pub- 
lished by the Simithsonian [nstitute. and to be en- 
tiled **American Archeological Researclies, 
an inquiry into the origin and purposes ol 
the Aucient Monuments of the Mississippi Val- 
ley.” 

Anturacite Coat in New Yors.—The Syra- 
cuse Star states that coal has been discovered in 
the County of Onondago, in the town of Camillus. 
The proprietor of the farm, Colonel Bull, on 
which this discovery is made, has long contended 
‘that coal existed there, having frequently found 
a mineral substance (lignite) in large quantilics 
on the farm and in other places in the vicinity. 
| Lignite forms the upper strata of coal beds gene- 
rally. At the depth of fourteen to twenty ieet 
strata of pure anthracite coal are found, and 
some pretty large pieces have been removed, ¢ 
tablishing the fact that coal exists, notwithstand- 
ing the opinions of. geologists to the contrary. 
Its practical value has not yet been tested. 

-— or -—-—- . 

3S The publication office of the Reeister 
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